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Trae LIFE oF

WiLLiaAM SHAKESPEAR.

/ HERE have been fome ages in which
Providence feemed pleafed, in-a mott
remarkable manner, to difplay itfelf, in giv-

-ing to the world the fineft geniufes to illumi-

nate a people formerly barbarous. - After a
logg night rof Gothic ignorance, after many
ages of prieftcraft and fupertition, learning
and genius vifited our ifland in the days of the
renowned Elizabeth. It was then that liberty
began to dawn, and the people, having fhook
off the reftraints of prieftly aufterity, prefumed
to think for themfelves,
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4 BRIETLSH PLIUYE/ATRECH

ford to give his eldeft fon but a flender educa-
tion. He had bred him at a free-fchool,
where he acquired what Latin he was mafter
of ; but how well he underftood that lan-
guage;  or whether, after his leaving the
{chool, he made a greater proficiency in it,
has been difputed, and is a point very difficult
to fettle. However, it is certain, that Mr.
John Shakefpear, our author’s father, was
obliged to withdraw him early from fchool,
in order to have his affiftance in his own em-
ployment towards fupporting the reft of the
family. :

« Tt is without controverfy,” fays Rowe,
B 4¢ that in his works we fcarce find any traces
: that look like an imitation of the antients.
The delicacy of his talle, and the natural bent
of his own genius, equal, if not fuperior, to
forme of the beft of theirs, would certainly
have led him to read and ftudy them with fo
much pleafure, that fome of their fine images
would naturally have infinuated themfelves in- '
o, and been mixed with, his own writings ;
fo that his not copying at kait fomething from
them, may be an argument of his never hav-
ing read them. Whether his ignorance of the S
ancients was difadvantageous to him or no,
may admit of difpute ; for, though the know-
ledge of them might have made him more cor-
re&, yet it is not improbable, but the regu-
larity and deference for them which would have
attended that correétnefs, might have reftrained
fome




WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR, g

fome of that fire, impetuofity, and even beau- |
tiful extravagance, which we cannoi help ad-
miring in Shakefpear.”

As to his want of learning, Mr. Pope
makes the following juft obfervation: That
there is certainly a valt difference between
learning ard languages. ¢ How far he was
ignorant of the latter, I cannot,” fays he,
¢ determine ; but it is plain he had much
reading, atleaft, if they will not call it learn-
ing : nor is it any great matter if a man has |
knowledge, whether he has it from oae lau- B
guage or from another. Nothing is more [
evident than, that he had a tafte for natural 1
philofophy, mechanics, ancient and modern
hiftory, poetical learning, and mythology.

We find him very knowing in the cuftoms, .

rites and manners of the Romans, In Corio- | @
lanus and Julius Cefar, not only the fpirit, [
but manners, of the Reomans, are exadtly |

drawn ; and ftill a nicer diftin&ion is thewn  ° |
between the manners of the Romans in the
; time of the former and the latter. His read-
ing in the ancient hiftorians is no lefs confpi- |
cuous, in many references to particular paf- B
fages ; and the fpeeches copied from Plutarch
in Coriolanus, may as well be made inftances I
of his learning, as thofé¢ copied from Ciccro |
in the Cataline of Ben johnfon. i :
¢ The manners of other nations in general, | &
the Agyptians, Venetians, French, &c. are {
drawn with equal propriety. Whatever ob- |
B3 je&k ‘
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je€t of nature, or branch of fcience, he either
fpeals or defcribes, it is always with compe=
tent, if not extenfive knowledge. IHis de-
{criptions “are: ftill ‘exa&, and his metaphiors
appropriated, ‘and remarkably drawn, from
the nature and inherent qualities of each fub-
ject &

¢ We have tranflations from Ovid publifhed
in his naihe, .among thofe poems which pafs
for his, aad: for'fome of which we thave un-=
donbted aathoriiy, being pubiithed by him-
£elt, and dedicated to the earl of Southamp-
ton. He appears zlfo to have been con-
. verfant with' Plautus, from wlience he has
taken the plot of one of his playss. He fol-
lows the Greek authors, and particalarly Da-
tes Phrygius in another; although I will not
pretend,” continues Mr. Pope, ¢ to fay in
what langnages he read them.”
. lr. Warborton has ftrongly contended for
Shakefpear’s learning, and has produced many
imiiations and parailel  paffages with ancient
authors; in which I am 1nclined to think him
r¥ight, and beg leave to produce a fevzinftances
of it. ¢ He always,” fays Mr. Warburton,
‘¢ makes an antient {fpeak the language of an
antient.  So Julius'Cazfar, ali. fcene 2.

(

Ye Gods! it doth amaze me
A man of fuch a feeble temper thould

¢ 8o get the ftart of the majeftic world,
And bear the palm alone.

This
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This noble image is taken from the O-
lympic games. This majeftic world is a fine
periphrafis of the Roman empire ; majeftic,
becaufe the Romans ranked themf{elves on a
footing with kings ; and a world, becaufe
they called their empire Orbis Romanus ; but
the whole fory feems to allude to Cezfar’s
great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he was
afked, Whether he would ran the courfe of the
Qlympic games ? replied, ¢ Yes, if the racers
were_kings.” 50 again, in Anghony and Cle-
opatra, a&i.'{é‘enc i. Anthony fays, with an
aftonifhing fublimity, :

Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch
Of the raz’d empire fall.

Taken from the Roman cuftom of raifing tri-
umphal arches to perpetuate their vi&tories.

And again, att. ji1. fcene 4. O&avia fays
to Anthony, of the difference between him and
her brother,

—Wars ’twixt you twain would be
As if ihe wor.d fhould cleave, and that flain
men
Should folder up the reft.

This thought feems taken from the flory of
Curtius leaping into the chafm o the Forum,
in order to clofeit; fo that, as that was clofed
by one Roman, if the whole woriG. were to

B 4 cleave |




8 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

cleave, Romars only could folder it up. The
metaphor of {oldering is extremely exa&, ac-
cording to Mr. Warburton ; ¢ for,” fays he,
¢ as metal is foldered up by metal that is
more refined than that which it folders ; fo the
earth was to be foldered by men, who are only
a more refined earth.”” The manners of other
nations in general, Egyptians, Venetians,
French, &c. are drawn with equal propriety.
An inflance of this fhall be produced with
regard to the Venetians. In the Merchant of
Venice, aé. iv, fcene 1.

His loffes,
That have of late fo huddled on his back,
Enough to prefs a royal merchant down,

We are not to imagine the word Roval to ke a
random founding epithet : it is ufed with great
“propriety by the poet, and defigned to fhew
him well acquainted with the hiftory of the
peopie whom he here brings upon the ftage :
for, when the French and the Veretians, in
the beginning of the thirteenth century, had
won Conftantinople, the French, under the
emperoy Henry, endeavoured to extend their
conquelts in the provinces of the Grecian em-
pire, on the Terra-Firma, while the Veneti-
ans, being mafters of the fea, gave liberty to
any fubject of the republic, who would fit out
veflels, to make themfelves mafters of the ifles
of the Archipelago and other maritime places,
to.
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to enjoy their conquefts in fovercignty, only
doing homage to the republic for their feveral
principalities.

In purfuance of this licence, the Sanados,
the Juftiniani, the Grimaldi, the Summaripas,
and others, all Venetian merchants, erected
principalities in the feveral places of the Ar-
chipelago ; and thereby became truly and pro-
perly Royal Merchants.  But there are feveral
places which one cannot forbear thinking a
tranflation from claflic writers, In the Tem-
peft, a&t v. fcene 11. Profpero fays,

I kave

Called forth the mutinous winds,

And, ’twixt the green fea, and the azur’d
vault,

Set roaring war 5 to the dread ratling thunder

Have I given fire, and rifted Jove’s ftout oak

With his.own bolt; the ftrong bas’d promon-
tory

Have I made fhake; and by the fpurs plucke
u

The piﬂe and cedar; graves, at my command,

Have wak’d their flecpers, op’d and let them
forth

By my fo potent art.

So Medea, in Ovid's Metamorpholes.

Stantia concatio canta freta; nubila peifo,
I\Pbilaque induce, ventos abigo-que, vocoque,
¥ivaque faxa fua convulfaque roboera terra .

B s JIR3
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£ iylvas moveo ; jubeogue hemifcere montes,
Et mugire folum, manefque exire fepulchris.

But to return to the incidents of his life.
Upon his quitting the grammar-fchool, he
feems to have entirely devoted himfelf to that
way of living which his father propofed ; and,
in order to fettle in the world after a family
manner, thought fit to marry while he was yet
very young,. His wife was the daughter of
one Hatchway, faid to have been a fubftantial
yeoman in the neighbourhood of Stratford.

In this kind of dometftic obfcurity he conti-
nued for fome time, till, by an unhappy in-
ftance of mifcondué, he was obliged to quit
the place of his nativity, and take fhelter in
London 5 which luckily proved the occafion
of difplaying one of the greateft geniufes that
ever was known in dramatic paetkysisie
had the misfortune to fall into ill company,
Among thefe were fome who made a frequent
practice of deer-ftealing, and who engaged
him more than once in robbing a park that
belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecot,
near Stratford ; for which he was profecuted
by that gentleman, as he thought, fomewhat
too feverely; and, in order to revenge: him-
felf for this {fuppofed ill ufage, he made a bal-
lad upon him ; and, though this, probably
the firlt effay of his poetry, be loft, yet it is
faid to have been fo very bitter, that it re-
doubled the profecution againft him to that
degree, that he was obliged to leave his bufi-

nefs
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nefs and family for fome time, and fhelter him-
felf in London.

This Sir Thomas  Lucy was, it is faid, af- i
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under the
well known charaéter of Juftice Shaliow. It
is at this time, and upon this accident, that he
_is faid to. have made his firlt acquaintance in
the playhoufe.

Here ] cannot forbear relating a ftory which
Sir William Davenant told Mr. Betterton, who
communicated it ‘to Mr. Rowe; Rowe told it
Mr. Pope ; and Mr. Pope told it to Dr. New-
ton, the late editor of Milton; and from a
gentleman who heard it of him it is here re-
lated.

¢¢ Congerning Shakefpear’s firft appearance
in the play-houfe, when he came to London
he was without money and friends; and, be-
ing a ftranger;, he knew not to whom to ap-
ply, nor by what means to fupport himfelf.
At that time, coaches not being in ufe, and
as gentlemen were accuftomed to ride to the
play-houfe, Shakefpear, driven to the laft ne-
ceflity,: went to the  play-houfe door, and
picked up a little money by taking care of the
gentlemen’s horfes who came to the play, He
became eminent even in that profeffion, and
was taken notice of for his diligence and fkill |
in it. ‘He had foon more bufinefs than he }
himfelf could manage, and at laft hired boys
under him, who were known by the name of
Shakefpear’s boys.”

B 6 Some:
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Some of the players accidentally converfe-
ing with him, found him fo acute, and mafter
ot {o fine a converfation, that, ftruck there-
with, they recommended him to the houfe,
in which he was firft admitted in a very low
ftation ; but he did not long remain o, for he
foon diftinguifhed himfelf, if not as an extra-
ordinary aftor, at leaft as a fine writer. Hie
name is printed, as the cuftom was in thofe
times, amongft thofe of the other players, be-
fore fome old plays, but without any particu-
lar account of ‘what fort of parts he ufed to
p'ay; and Mr. Rowe fays, That, though he

very carefully enquired, he found the top of
~ his performance was the ghoft in his own Ham-
let.

¢ T fhould have been much more pleafed,”
continucs Rowe, *¢ to have learned, from fome
certain authority, which was the firft play he
writ. It would be, without doubt, a pleafure
10 any man curious in things of this kind, to
fee and know what was the firft eflay of a fancy
like Shakefpear’s.”

The higheft date which Rowe has been able
to trace, is Romeo and Juliet, in 1597, when
the author was thirty-three years old; and
Richard II. and III. the next year; viz. the
thirty-fourth of his age. i ; :

“Though the order of time in which his fe-
veral pieces were written be generally uncer-
tain, yet there are paflages in fome few of
them that feem to fix their dates. So the cho-
rus
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rus at the.end of the fourth a& of Henry V,
by a compliment very handfomely turned to
the earl of Effex, fhews the play to have been
written when that lord was general to the
queen in Ireland ; and his eulogium upon
queen Elizabeth, and her fucceffor king James,
in the latter end of Henry VIIL is a proof
of that play’s being written after the acceflion
of the latter of thefe two princes to the throne
of England.

Whatever the particular times of his writ-
ings were, the people of the age he lived in,
who began to grew wonderfully fond of di-
verfions of this kind, could not but be highly
pleafed to fee a genius arife amongft them, of
fo pleafurable, fo rich a vein, and fo plenti-
fully capable of furnifhing their favourite en-
tertainments.

Befides the advantage which Shakefpear had
over all men in the article of wit, he was of a
fiveet, gentle, amiable difpofition, and was a
moft agreeable companion ; fo that he became
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend
and asa poet ; and by that means was intro-
duced into the beft company, and held con-
verfation with the fineft chara&ers of his

* time.
Queen Elizabeth had feveral of his plays
- atted befere her; and that princefs was
too quick a difcerner, and rewarder of
merit, to fuffer that of Shakefpear’s to be
negle@ed. It is that maiden princefs plainly
whom he intends by

—

_4
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xy

A fair veflal, throned by the weft.
Midfummer Night Dream.

And, in the fame play,: he gives us a poetical
and lively reprefentation of the queen of Scols,
and the fate fhe met with.

: Thou remembreft,
Smce once I fat upon a promontory,

-And heard a fea-maid, on a dolphin’s back

. ‘Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonious breath,
That the rude fea grew civil at her fong,

* And certain flars fhot:madly from their {pheres

3 'lo hear the fea rn:ud s mufic.

' Qqeen Ehzabeth was {o. wel] p]ea{'cd with
the admirable charater of Falftaff, in the two
! parts of [enry' IV.: that: fhe’commanded him
to continueitin one play more, and to make
him in Jove. This is faid to have been the
occafion of his writing the Merry Wives of
! Windfor. How “well fhe was obeyed, the
play itfelf is a proof. And here I cannot
help obferving, That a poet feldom fucceeds
in any fubje& afiigned him, fo well as in that
which is his own choxce, and where he has
the liberty of fele&ing.

Nothing is more certain, than, that Shake-
{pear has failed in the Merry Wives of Wind-
for : and, though that comedy is not withont
merit, yet it falls fhort of his other plays

in which Falftaff is introduced ; and that
: - knight
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knight is not half fo witty in the Merry
Wives of Windforas in king Henry IV. The
bumour is {carcely natural, and does not ex-
cite to laughter fo much as the other.

It appears by the epilogue to Henry IV.
that the part of Falftaff was written originally
under the name of Oldcaltle. Some of that
family being then remaining, the queen was
pleafed to.command him to alter it; upon
which he made ufe of the name of Falftaff,
The firft oftence was indeed avoided ; but I
am not fure whether the author might not be
fomewhat to blame in his fecond choice, fince
it is certain that Sir John Falftaff, who was a
knight of the garter, and a lieutenant-general,
was a-name of diftinguithed merit in the wars
with France, in' the time of Henry V. and
Heunry VI.

Shakefpear, ‘befides the queen’s bounty,
was patronifed by the earl of Southampton,
famous in the hiftory of that time for his friend-
thip to the earl of Effex. It was to that no-
bleman he dedicated bis poem of Venus and
Adonis ; and it is reported, that his lordthip
gave our author a thoufand pounds to enable
him to go through with a purchafe he heard
he had a mind to make. A bounty, at that
time, very confiderable, as money was then
valued. There are few inftances of fuch libe-
rality in our times.

There is no certain account when Shake-
fpear quitted the ftage for a private life.
* Some have thought that Spenfer’s Thalia, }iln
the

i
é
:
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16 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

the Tears of the Mufes, where fhe laments
the lofs of her Willy, in the comic fcene, re-
lates'to our poet’s abandoning the ftage : but
it is well known that Spenfer himfelf died in
the year 1598 ; and five years after this we
find Shakefpear’s name among the a&ors in
Ben Johrfon’s Sejanus, which firft made its
appearance in 1603 : nor could he then have
any thoughts of retiring, fince, that very year,
a licence, by king JamesI. was granted to him,
with Barbage, Philips, Hemmings, Condel,
&c. to exercife the art ‘of playing comedies,
tragedies, &c. as well at their ufual houfe,
called the Globe, on the other fide the water,
‘as in any other part of the kingdom, during
“his majefty’s pleafure. This licence is printed
in Rymer’sFeedera. Befides, itiscertain Shake-
fpear did not write Macbeth till after the ac-
ceflion of king JamesI. which he did as a
eompliment to him, as he there embraces the
“doltrine of witches; of which his majefty
was fo fond, that he wrote a book called Dz~
monalogy, in defence of their exiftence; 2ud
‘likewife, at that time, began to touch for
 the evil; which Shakefpear has taken notice
of, and paid him a fine-turned compliment.
 So that what Spenfer there fays, if it relates.
at all to Shakefpear, muft hint at fome occa-
* fional recefs 'which he made for a time.
- What particular friendfhips he contradted
with private men, we cannot at this time
know, more than that every one who had a
true tafte for merit, and could diftinguith
men, had generally a juft value and eﬂeefm
or

| ST
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for him. His exceeding candor and good na-
tare muft certainly have inclined all the gentler
part of the world to love him, as the power
of his wit obliged the men of the moft refined
knowledge and polite learning to admire
him.

His acquaintance with Ben Johnfon began
with a remarkable piece of humanity and good
nature. Mr, Johnfon, who was, at that time,
altogether unknown to the world, had offered
one of his plays to the ftage, in order to have
itacted ; and the perfon into whofe hands it
Was put, after having turned it carelefly over,
was Juft upon returning it to him with an il
natured anfwer, That it would be of no fer-
vice to their company; when Shakefpear luck-
ily caft his eye upon it, and found fome-
thing fo well in it, as to engage him firft to
read it through, and afterwards to recom-
mend Mr. Johnfon, and his writings, to the
public.

The latter part of our author’s life was fpent
in eafe and retirement ; he had the good for-
tune to gather an eftate equal to his wants,
and in that to his wifh, and is faid to have
fpent fome years before his death in his native
Stratford, ~His pleafant wit and good nature
€ngaged him the acquaintance, and entitled
him to the friend(hip of the gentlemen of the
neighbourhood. It is ftill remembered in that

county, that he had a particular intimacy With—

one Mr. Combe, an old gentleman, noted fhere= NG
] Ao

Zhaty
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abouts for his wealth and ufury, It hagipened

)
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that, in a plezfant converfation amongft their
common friends, ‘Mr. Combe mernly told
Shakefpear, that he fancied he intended to
write his epitaph, if he happended < out-live
him ; and  fince he could nct know what
might be faid of him when dead, he defived it
might be done immediately ; ‘upon wuich
Shakefpear gave him thefe lines:

Ten in the hundred lies here engraved,

>Tis'an hundred to ten he is not faved :

If any man afketh, wbo liesin this tomb s

Oh! oh! quoth the devil, ’tis my Johr-2=
Combe,

But the tharpnefs of the fatire is faid to Lave
ftung the man fo feverely, that he never. for-
ave 1t.
_. Shakefpear died in the fifty-third year of
his age, and was buried on the north-fide of
the chancel in the great church at Stratford,.
wiere a monument is placed on the wail.
ghc following is the infcription on the graves
one. ; . AR

. .Good friend, forJefus’ fake forbear,

- 'Todig the duft inclofed here.’

. Blelt be the man that fpares thefe ftones,
- And curs’d be he that moves my bones.

He had three daughters, of whom two lived
“to be married j Judith, the elder, to Mr, Thomas
Quincy, by whom the had three fons; whoalldied

« without
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without children ; and Sufanuah, who was
his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a phyfician
of good reputation in that county. = Sic left
one child, a daughter, who was married to
Thomas Nath, Efg; and afterwards to. Sir
John Bernard, of Abingdon, ‘but deceafed
likewife without iffue. His dramatic writings
were firft publithed together in folio, in 16235
by fome of the aQors of the different compa-
nies they had been acted in, and perhaps by
other fervants of the theatre into whofe hands
copies might have failen, and fince repuolifhed
by Mr. Rowe, Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir
Thomas Hanmer, and Mr. Warburton, Ben
Johnfon, in his difcoveries, has made a fort of
eflay towards the. charaler of Shake(pear. [
thall prefent it to the reader in his own words,

* I remember the players have often
mentioned it as an honour to Shakefpear,
that, in writing, he never blotted out a
line, My anfwer hath been, would he had
blotted out a thoufand! which they thought
had been a malevolent fpeech. I had not
told pofterity this, but for their ignorance,
who chufe that circumftance to commend their
friend by, wherein he molt faulted ; and to
Juitify my own chara@er (for T loved the man,
and .do honour to his memory, -on this fide
idelatry, as much as any). ‘He was indeed
honeft, and of an open free nature, had an ex-
cellent fancy, brave notions, and gentle ex-

* preflions, wherein he flowed with that facility,

that fometimes it was neceffary he fhould be
ftopped
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flopped. His wit was in his own power:
would the rule of it had been fo. Many
times he fell into thofe things which could not
efcape laughter; as when he faid, in the per-
fon of Cazfar, one fpeaking to him,

¢¢ Cezfar thou doft me wréng.”
¢« He replied,
¢ Cafar did never wrong, but with juft caufe ;”

and many others of the like kind ; which were
ridiculous ; but he redeemed hxs vices with
his virtues; there was cver more in them to be
praifed, than tobe pardened.” Ben in his con-
verfation with Mr. Drummond of Hawthorn-
den, faid, that Shakefpear wanted art, and
fometimes fenfe. The truth is, Ben washim-
felf a better critic than poet ; and -though he
was ready at di{covering the faults of Shakef-
pear, yet he was not mafter of fuch a genius
as to rife to his excellencies; and, great as
Johnfon was, he appears not a little tinured
with envy. Notwithftanding the defe@s of
Shakefpear, he is juftly elevated above all
other dramatic writers. If ever any author
deferved the name of original (fays Pope) Tt .
was he : ¢ His poetry was infpiration in-
deed ; he is not fo much an imitator as an
tnftrument of nature ; and it is not fo juft to

_ fay of him, that he fpeaks from her, as that

fhe fpeaks through him. His charalters are -
fo much nature herfelf, that it is a fort of in-
jury to call them by fo difftant a name as co-
pies
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pies of her. The power over our paflions was
likewife never poflefled in fo eminent a degree,
or difplayed in {o many different inftances, nor
was he more a malter of the great, than of the
ridiculous in human nature, nor only excelled
in the paffions, fince he was full as admirable
in the coolnefs of refletion and reafoning :
his fentiments are not only in general-the
moft pertinent and judicious upon every fub-
je&, but, by atalent very peculiar, fomething
between penetration and facility, he hits up-
on that particular point, on which the bent
of each argument, or the force of each motive
depends.” Our author’s plays are to be dif-
tinguithed only into comedies and tragedies.
Thofe which are called hiftories and even fome
of his comedies, are really tragedies, with a
mixtare of comedy amongft them. That
way of tragi comedy was the common mif-
take of that age, and is indeed become fo
agreeable to the Englifh tafte, that though the
fevereft critics among us cannot bear it, yet
the generality of our audiences feem better
pleafed with it than an exa& tragedy. There
1s certainly a great deal of entertainment in
his comic humours, and a pleafing and well
diftinguifhed variety in thofe charaters he
thought fit to exhibit with. His images are
indeed every where folively, thatthe thing he
would reprefent ftands- full before you, and
you poflefs every part of it; of which this in-
ftance is aftonithing: it is an image of pa-
tience, Speaking of a maid in love, he fays,
13 she

-
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¢¢_She never told her love,
¢ But let concealment,: like a worm i’th’bud,
¢ Feed on her damatk cheek: fhe pin’d in
thought,
¢¢ And fat like patience on a monument, f{mi-
ling at grief,

But what ‘is charateriftically the talent of
Shakefpear, ‘and which, perhaps'is' the moft
excellent part of thedrama, is the manners of
his perfons;in afling and in fpeaking what is
proper for them; and fit ‘to be fhewn by 'the
poet, in making apparent ‘difference betwéen
his charatters, and -marking every one'in'the
firongeft manner. Poets who have not a little
fucceeded in writing for ‘the ftage, have yét
fallen fhort of their great original, in the ge-
neral power of the drama; none ever found fo
ready a road to the heart ; his tender f{cenes
are inexpreflibly moving ; and fuch asare meant
to raife terror, are no lefs alarming ; but then,
Shakefpear does not much fhine when ke is
confidered by particular paffages’; ‘he fome-
times-debafes the nobleft images in nature, by
expreflions which are too vulgar for poetry.
The ingenious ‘author of the Rambler has ob-
ferved that, 1n the invocation'of Macbeth, be-
fore he proceeds to ‘the murder of Duncan,
when he thus exprefles himfelf: ™

¢ Come thick night

¢ And veil thee, in the dunneft fpoke of hell,

¢ Nor heaven peep through the blanket of
the dark,

* To cry, hold, held. That
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That_the words dunneft, and blanket, which
are fo common in valgar mouths, deftroy, in
fome'manner, the' grandeur of the image, and
were two 'words ot “a higher fignification, and
removed above common ufe, put in their place,
I may challenge poetry itfelf to furnith an
image fo noble. Poets of an inferior clafs,
when confidered by particular paffages, are
excellent, but then their ideas are not fo great,
their drama is not fo ftriking, and it is plain
enougl that they:poflefs not foyls fo elevated
as Shakefpear’s. * What can be -more beaatis
ful than the flowing enchantments of Rowe ;
the delicate and tender touches of Otway and
Southern, or the melting enthufiaim of Lee
and Dryden; but yet none of their pieces have
affetted the human heart like Shakefpear’s,
Bat I cannot conclude the chara&er of Shakef-

- pear, without taking notice, that, befides the
fuffrage of almoft all wits fince his time in
his favour, he is particularly happy in'that of
Dryden, who had read and ftudied him clear-
ly, fometimes borrowed from him, and well
knew where his ftrength lay, In his prologue

to the Tempeft altered, he has the following
lines:

Shakefpear, who, taught by none, did firft im=
part,
To Fletcher wit, tolab’ring Johnfon, art.
He, monarch like, gave there his fubje&tslaw,
And is that nature which they paintand draw 3
Fletcher
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Fletcher reach’d that, which on his heights did

rOW,
While Johnfon crept, and gather’d all below :
. 'This did his love, and this his mirth digett,
One imitates him moft, the other beft.
If they have fince outwrit all other men,
’Tis-from the drops which fell from Shakef-
pear’s pen.
The ftorm which vanifh’d on the neighb’ring
¢ fhore,
Was taughtby Shakefpear’sTempeft firft toroar,
That innocence and beauty which did fmile
Ir Fletcher, grew in his inchauted ifle.
But Shakefpear’s magic could not.copy’d be,
Within that circle none durft walk but he.

The play’s of this great author, which are
forty-three in number, are as follows:

1. The Tempeft, a Comedy, alted in the
Black Fryars, with applaufe.

2. The two Gentlemen of Verona, a Co-
medy, writ at the command of queen Eliza-
keth.

3. The Fritand Second parts of king Hen-
ry IV. The chara&ter of Falftaff in thefe
plays is juftly efteemed a mafterpiece ; in the
fecond part is the coronation of king Henry V.,
Thofe are founded upon Englith chronicles.

4. The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Come-
dy, written at the command of queen Eliza-
beth.

5. Meafure for Meafure, a Comedy; the
plot of this play is taken from Cynthia Ci-
ralni

6. The




B
it P e T AT =

WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR. 24

6. The Comedy of Errors, founded upon
Plautus M=nechmi,

7. Much a’do About Nothing, a Comedy;
for the plot fee Ariofto’s Orlando Furiofo.

8. Love’s Labour loft, a Comedy.

9. Midfummer Night’s Dream, a Comedy.

10. The Merchant of Venice, a Tragi-
Comedy.

11. As You Like it, a Comedy.

12. The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy.

13. AlPs Well that Ends Well.

14. The Twelfth-Night; or, What you
will, a Comedy. In this play there is fome-
thing fingularly ridiculous, in the fantaftical
fteward Malvolio ; part of the plot taken from
Plautus Menechmi.

k5. The Winter’s Tale, a Tragi-Comedy 3
for the plot of this play, confult Doraftus and
Fawnia,

16. The Life and Death of King John, an
hiftorical play.

7. The Life and Death of King Richard II,
a Tragedy.

13, ‘The Life of King Henry V. an hifto-
rical play,

19. The ‘ficlt part of King Henry V1. an
hiftorical play.

20. The fecond part of King Henry VI,
with the death of the good Duke Humphrey,

21..The third partof Henry VI. with the
death of the Duke of York. Thefe plays
contain the whole reign of this monarch.

Voi. V. C 22, -The




26 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

22. The Life and Death of Richard III.
with the Landing of the Earl of Richmond,
and the Battle of Bofworth-field. In this part
Mr. Garrick was firft diftinguifhed.

23. The famous Hiftory of the Life of
King Henry VIII.

24. Troilus and Creflida, a Tragedy. The
plot from Chaucer.

25. Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the ftory from
Roman hiftory.

26. Titus Andronicus, 2 Tragedy.

27. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy; the

lot from Bandello’s novels. This is per-
Kaps one of the moft affe@ing plays of Shakef-
pear: it was not long fince afted fourteen
nights together at both houfes, at the fame
time, and it was a few years before revived,
“and afted twelve nights with applaufe, at the
Little Theatre inthe Hay-market. :

28, Timon of Athens, a Tragedy; ‘the
plot from Lucian’s Dialogues.

29. Julins Caefar, a Tragedy.

30. The Tragedy of Macbeth ; the plot
from Buchanan, and other Scotch writers.

31. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, a Tragedy.

32. King Lear, a Tragedy; for the plot,
fee Leland and Monmouth.

33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, a Tra-
gedy ; the plot from Cynthio’s Novels.

34. Anthony and Cleopatra; the ftory
from Plutarch.

35. Cymbeline, a Tragedy, the plot from
AR Boccace’s novels.

{ il 36. Pericles
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36, Pericles, Prince of Tyre; an hiftorical

lay.
. g),,7_ The London Prodigal, a Comedy.

38. The Life and death .of Thomas Lord
Cromwell, the favourite of King Henry VIII.

39. The Hiftory of Sir John Oldcattle, the
good Lord Cobham, a Tragedy. See Fox’s
Book of Martyrs,

40. The Puritan ; or, the Widow of Wat-
ling-fireet, a Comedy.

41. A Yorkthire Tragedy ; this is rather
an Interlude, than a Tragedy, being very fhort,
and not divided into a&s.

42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the eldeft
Son of King Bruins. See the ftory in Mil-
ton’s hiftory of England.

Our age, which demonftrates its tafte in
nothing fo truly and juftly, as in the admira-
tion it pays to the works of Shakefpear, -has
had the honour of raifing a monument to him
in Weftminfter Abbey; to effe® which, the
Tragedy of Julius Cazfar was afed at the
theatre royal in Drury-lane, April 28, 1738
and the profits arifing from it depofited in the
hands of the earl of Burlington, Mr. Pope,
Dr. Mead, and others, in order to be laid out
upon the fame monument. A new prologue
and epilogue were fpoken on that occafion ;
the prologue was written by Benjamin Mar-
tyn, Efg; the epilogue by the honourable
James Noel Efg; and fpoke by Mrs. Porter,
Un Shakefpear’s monument there is a noble

2 epitaph,




28 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

epitaph, taken from his own Tempeft, and is
excellently appropriated to him : with this let
us clofe his life, only with this obfervation,
that his works will never be forgot, till that
cpitagh is fulfilled. When,

The cloud capt towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The folemn temples, the'great globe itfelf,
And- all which it inherit, fhall diffolve,

And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,
Leave not a wreck behind,

THE
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SirWarLTeErR RALEIGH.

C R Warrter Rarerci was born in
i) the year 15c2; being delcended of an
ancient family in Devonthire, and when but
fourteen, was fent to finith Bis education at the
univerfity of Oxford, where he became a com=
moner of Oriel College. Here he diftinguithed
himfelf both by the ftrength and vivacity of
his genius, and his application to his ftudy :
he continued here but threeyears, for in 1569,
being only feventeen years old, he was one of
the troop of an hundred gentlemen volunteers,
whom queen Elizabeth * permitted Henry
Champernon to tranfport into France for the
fervice of the proteftant princes. Mr, Rzleigh
had here a good opportunity of acquiring ex-
perience in the art of war, and improving
himfelf in the knowledge of the languages,
and of menj; he did not return till the end
of the year 1575, having fpent fix years in
France. :
The adtivity of his temper did not fuffer
him. to reft long at home, for he went into the
{ervice of the prince of Orange againft the
Spaniards, in 1578.
C 3 Soon
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Soon after this he had an opportunity of
trying his fortune at fea ; his half brother, Sir
Humphry Gilbert, having obtained a patent
to plant and inhabit fome northern parts of
America, unpoflefled by any people in alli-
ance with the queen of England, Mr. Raleigh
engaged with a confiderable number of gen-
tlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland ;
but this proved unfuccefsful, for divifions ari-
fing among the volunteers, Sir Humphry, the
general, was in 1579, obliged to fet fail with
only a few of his friends 3 and, after variety of
misfortunes at fea, returned with the lofs- of
one of his fhips in an engagement with the
Spaniards, in which Mr, Raleigh was expofed
to great danger,

The next year, 1580, upon the défcent of
the Spanith and Italian forces into Ireland,
under the pope’s banser, for the fupport of
the Defmonds in the rebellion in Munfter,
be obtained a captain’s commiffion ; where,
under the command of Thomas earl of Or-
mond, governor of Muniter, he furprifed the
Irifh Kerns at Rakele, and having enclofed
them, took every rebel upon the fpot ; among
them was one loaded with withies, who being
aflked, What he intended to have done with
them ? boldly anfwered, To have hung up
the Englith churls ; upon which captain Ra-
leigh erdered him to be hanged immediately.
He affifted likewife at the fiege of Fort Del
Oore, which the Spanith fuccours under San

Jofepho

3e
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Jofepho their commander, affited by their
Irith confederates, had raifed and fortified as
a place of retreat. The lord-deputy himfelf
befieged this fort by land, Sir William Win-
ter, the admiral, attacked it by fea, and cap-
tain Raleigh commanded in the trenches ; it
was, however, on the ninth of November 1589,
obliged to furrender at difcretion : when, by
order of the lord-deputy, the greateft part of
the garrifon were put to the fword, the execu-
tion of which fell to the fhare of the captains
Raleigh and Mackworth, who firlt entered
the caitle.

During the winter of this year, captain Ra-
leigh had his quarters affigned him at Cork ;
when obferving the feditious pradices of
David lord Barry, and other ringleaders of
the rebellion in thofe parts, to diftrefs the
peaceable, and to excite the difaffe@ted to an
infurre&ion, he took a journey to Dublin, and
remonftrated to the lord-deputy the dange-
rous  confequences of thefe pra&tices, in fo
ftrong a manner, that his lordfhip gave him
full commiffion to feize the lands of lord Bar-
ry, toreduce him to peace and fubjeion, by
fuch means as he fhould think proper; for
which purpofe he was fornithed with a party
of horfe : but during this interval, that lord
himfelf burnt the calftle to the ground, though
it was his principal feat, and laid wafte the
couatry round it with greater outrage and de-
ftruttion, than even the zeal of his enemies
would have extended to.

Cyg Captain
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Captain Raliegh in his return to Cork, was
attacked by Fitz-Edrmonds, ‘an old rebel of
Barry’s faction, at a fort between Youghal
and Cork; he was inferior to Fitz-Edmonds
in number; yet he forced his way through the’
enemy, and got over the river; but a gentle-
man of his company being by fome accident
thrown in the middle, between the fear of
drowning and being taken, called out to the
cazptain for help; who, though he had efcaped’
Both dangers, yet ventured into them again:
to refcue his companior, who in the hafte and
confufion of remounting, over-leaped his horfe,-
aud fell down on the other fide into a deep
mire, where he muft have been {fuffocated,
i the huniane Raleigh had not recovered him
a {econd time, and brought fiim to land. He
now waited on the oppofite bank, with a ftaff
i1 ohe hard and a piftol in the other, for the
relt of his campany who were yet to crofs the
river; but though Fitz-Edmondshad gotarecruit
cf twelve men, yet finding captain Raleigh
{¥and his ground, only exchanged a fewy rough
words with him and retired.,

v 1581, the earl of Ormond going to.
England, his government of Munfter was
given to captain Raleigh, in commiflion with
Sir William Morgan and captain peers. Ra-
2igh refided for fome time at Lifmore; but
afterwards, returning with his little band of
eighty foot and eight horfe, to his old quar-
ters at Corl, he received intelligence that Bar-
ry was a2 Clove with feveral handred mer:‘:

: he
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he refolved to pafs through that town, and
offer him combat; and accordingly at the
town’s end met’ Barry wich his forces, whom
he charged with prodigious Bravery, and put-
to flight ; as he peorfued his journey, he over-
took another company of the enemy in a plain’
by a wood fide, whom be likewife attacked,
though he had only fix horfemen with him,
expecting probably that his company would
foon join him. But therebels, who had great-
ly the advantage of numbers, being cut off
from the wood, and having no other relief,
faced about, and fought very defperately,
killing five of the horfes belonging to Raleigh’s
company, and amongft thefe his own ; and he
was in extreme danger himfelf of being cver-
powered by numbers, if his fervant Nicholas
Wright had not interpofed ; who perceiving
his mafter’s horfe mortally wounded with darts,
encountered fix of. the enemy. at once, and
killed‘one of them; while Patric Fagaw ref-
cued Raleigh, after it had been unfuccefsfully
attempted by James Fitz-Richard, who was
then ready to perith; which Raleigh feeing,
would not now fuffer Wrightto fight by him any
longer; but ordered hini to affit Fitz-Richard,
which he immediately did, by rufhiug into the
th'.‘ong of the enemy, and difpatching him who
preffed 'upon Fitz-Richard, refcaing the latter
from the moft imminent danger. In this tharp
kirmith many of the reblels perithed, and two:
were carried prifoners to Cork, . where Raleigh:
pertormed feveral'other fervices, till the rebels.

* G5 being.
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being reduced, he returned to England, where
his eminent accomplifhments foon introduced
bim to the notice of the court, and her ma-
jelty’s favour. In February 1581-2, he was
one of thofe perfons of diftin&ion, who by the
queen’s command accompanied the duke of
Anjou to the Netherlands; and in 1582, on
his return, brought letters from the prince of
Orange to her majefty. In 1583, he engaged
in a fecond expedition with his brother Sic
Humphry Gilbert, to Newfoundland ; but
having been two or three days at fea, a con-
tagious diftemper feized his whole crew, and
he was obliged to return to port; however,
by this accident, he efcaped the misfortunes
of that expedition, in which Sir Humphry,
after having taken pofleffion of Newfound-
land in the right of the crown of England, in
his return home, unfortunately perithed : but
ill fuccefs could not divert Raleigh from a
icheme, which he thought was of fuch im-
portance to his country ; he therefore drew up
an account of its advantages, and laid it be-
fore the queen and council, who were fo well
fatisfied with it, that her majefty granted him
letters'patent in favour of his proje ; ¢ con-
taining free liberty to difcover fuch remote
“heathenith and barbarous lands, as were not
attually poflefled by any Chriftian, or inhabited
by Chriftian people.”

Immediately upon this grant, captain Ra-
leigh fitted out two veflels, which reached the
gulf of Florida the fecond of July :  they

failed
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failed along the fhore about one hundred and
twenty miles, and at lalt debarked, on a low
land, which proved to be an ifland called
Wokoken. After takinz a formal poffellion
of this country in the name of the queen, he
«carried on a friendly correfpondence with the
natives, who fupplied them with provifions,
and gave them furs and deer fkins in ex-
change for trifles ; thus encouraged, eight of
their crew went twenty miles up the river
Occam, and next day came to an ifland called
Roanok, the refidence of the Indian chief,
whofe houfe was built of cedar, and fortified
round with fharp pieces of timber. His wife
came out to them, and ordered her people to
carry them from the boat on their backs, and
fhewed them many civilities to exprefs her
friendly intentions towards them, in the ab-
fence of her hufband. After having gained
the beft information they could of the ftrength
of the Indian nations, and of their connetions,
alliances, and contefts with each other, they
returned to England, and made fuch an ad-
vantageous report of the fertility of the foil,
and healthfulnefs of the climate, that the queen
favoured the defign of fettling a colony in that
country, to which fhe gave the name of Vir-
ginia.

About two months after captain Raleigh’s
return, he was chofen knight of the fhire for
his own county of Devon, and the fame fef~
fion received the honour of knighthood, a
diftin@®ion the more honourable to him, as

<6 the:
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the queen was extremely cautious and frugal’
in beftowing of honcurs; fhe at the fame
time granted him a patent to licence the vénd-
ing of wines throughout the kingdom ; which:
was, in all probability, a very lucrative one.

Sir Walter was fo intent upon planting his.
new colony in Virginia, that, in 1585, he
fent out a fleet of feven' {ail, under the com-
mard of ‘his coufin, Sir Richard Grenvile,
genéral of the expedition, who came to an
anchor at Wokoken, from whence they fent
their compliments to king Wingina, at Roa-
nok ; after which the general, and a felec
company, vifited many Indian towns, at one
of which the Indians having ftolen a filver
cup, the Englifh burnt the town, and de-
ftroyed the corn fields. An a& which they had
afterwards fufficient reafon to repent, The
general at laft returning to his fleet, thought
fit to weigh anchor, and fet {ail for England ;.
when he took in his paffage a Spanith prize
worth fifty thoufand pounds, with which they
arrived at Plymouth ; having left behind, in-
Virginia, one hundred and feven perfons.

"The Spanifh prize above-mentioned was not:
the only circumftance of good fortune which:
happened to Sir Walter this year ; tité rebel-
lion in Ireland being now totally fupprefled,,
her majefty granted him twelve thoufand acres:
of the forfeited lands ; and this great eftate
he planted at his own expence.

Sir Walter, encouraged by this noble grant,.
fitted cut a third flect for Virginia; ‘wlére the:

colony,.
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colony, having fuffered great diftrefles, had
procured. a paffage into England from Sir
Francis Drake, who had vifited it in his re-
turn from his conqueft of St. Domingo, Car-
thagena, and St. Auguftine. Raleigh had, in
the {pring of that year, fent a.thip of one hun-
dred tors for the fuccour of that colony ; but
not arriving before the people ‘had left that
country,. fhe returned with all her lading to
England.

About fifteen days after, Sir Richard Gren-
ville arrived at Virginiawith three fhips more,
well ftored, for the company of planters which
he had left there in 158, ; but, finding neither
them, nor the laft-mentioned thip, Sir Ri-
chard, unwilling to lofe the poffeffion of fo
fine a country, landed fifteen men on the
ifland of Roanok, leaving thenr provifion for
two ‘years, fet fail for England, and, in his
return, took fome Spanifh prizes,

The latter end of the year 1586, her ma.
jefty made Sir Walter Raleigh fenefchall of the-
duties of Cornwall and Exeter, and lord-war-
den of the ftannaries in Devonfhirs and Corns
wall; but thele preferments expofed him tos
the envy of thofe who were much his inferiors
in merity; and even the earl of Leicefter,.
who had once been his friend, grew jealous
of him, and fet up, in oppofition to him, his
nephew, the young earl of Effex ; but neither
the fattions of ‘the court, nor the afperfions of
the people; whom Raleigh could never conde-

fcend:
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fcend to court, could deter him from attending
the duties of his feveral employments.

In the year 1587, Raleigh prepared a new
colony of one hundred and fifty men for Vir-
ginia ; appointing Mr. John White governor,
and with him twelve afiiftants; and incorpo-
rated them by the name of the governor and
affiftants of the city of Raleigh in Virginia.

On their arrival at Hattarafs, the governor
difpatched a ftrong party to Roanok, expe&-
ing to find the fifteen men that were left there ;
but they fought them in vain. They after-
wards found that feveral of them had been
murdered by the favages, and the reft driven
to a remote part of the country. This new
colony having entered into an alliance with
the natives, confidered that they fhould want
frefh fupplies of provifions; and, wanting an
agent to go toEngland, prevailed on their go-
vernor to undertake that office, who re-
turned with his fhips in the latter end of the

ear.

¥ Sir Walter, follicitous for the fafety of the
colony, prepared a fleet to aflit them; but
the apprehenfions of the nation of an inva-
fion from Spain, in 1588, prevented their
failing ; fo that governor White could onl

obtain two {mall pinnaces, which had the mif-
fortune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the ene-
my, .that they were obliged to return back
without performing the voyage, to the diftrefs
of the planters abroad, and the regret of their

patron at home.

About
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About this time, he was advanced to the
poft of captain of her majefty’s guard, and was
one of the council of war appointed to confi-
der of the moft effectual methods for the fecu-
rity of the nation; upon which occafion he
drew up a fcheme which is a proof of his
judgment and abilities. But he did not con-
fine himfelf to the mere office of giving ad-
vice ; he raifed and difciplined the militia of
Cornwall ; and, having performed all pofiible
fervices at land, joined the fleet with a fqua-
dron of volunteers, and had a confidera-
ble fhare in the total defeat of the Spanifh ar-
mada; when his merit, upon fo important
a crifis, juftly raifed him ftill higher in the
queen’s favour, who now made him gentleman
of her privy-chamber, and granted him fome
additional advantages to his wine office,

Don Antonio, king of Portugal, being ex-
pelled from his dominions by Philip II. of
Spain, queen Elizabeth contributed fix men of
war, and threefcore thoufand pounds, in or-
der to reinftate him, and encouraged her fub-
jedts to concur in that defign. Sir Walter Ra-
leigh, with Sir Francis Drake, and Sir John
Norris, accompanied that prince to Portugal ;
and, in this expedition, took a great number
of hulks belonging to the Hans-towns, laden
with Spanith goods, provifions, and ammuni-
tion, for a new invafion of England : and his
condu in the whole affair was fo pleafing to
her majefty, that fhe honoured him, as well
as the other commanders, with agold chain.

In
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In his return home, he touched on the coaft
of Ireland : here he vifited Spencer, the poct,
who mentions the circumitance of this vifit in
a paltoral, entitled, Collin Clout’s come home
again. And this poet he brought with him to
England. and introduced him to the queen.
But this is not to be wondered zt, fince Raleigh
himfelf had an excellent genius, as well as
tafte for poetry.

Raleigh had now formed a defign againft the
Spaniards in the Weft-Indies, in order to in-
tercept the plate-fleet, and fitted out a mari-
time force for that purpofe, confifting of
thirteen thips of his own and fellow-adventu-
rers ; to which the queen added two men of
war, the Garland and Forefight, givi:g him a
commiffion as general of the fleet, the poft of
lientenant-general being conferred on Sir John
Burgh,

He fet fail in February, 1591-2; but the
winds proved fo contrary, that he could not
leave the coaft of England till the fixth of
May ; and the next day Sir Martin Forbifher
followed and overtook him:with the queen’s
letters to recall him ; but, imagining his ho-
nour engaged in the undertaking, he purfued
his courfe, though he was informed that the
king of Spain had ordered that no fhips fhould
fail that year, nor any treafure be brought
from the Welt-Indies. ~ But, on the eleventh
of May, meeting with 2 florm off Cape Fini-
flerre, he divided his fleet into two {quadrons,,
eommitting one to. Sir fohn Bargh, and the

ather

.
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other to Sir Martin Forbifher, with orders
to the latter to lie off the fouth cape, to keep
in and tenify the Spaniards on their coafts,
- while the former lay at the Azores for the
caracs from the Eaft-Indies,

The fuccefs of thefe direftions was anfwer.
able to the excellent judgment that formed
them ; for the Spanifth admiral, colle&ting his
whole naval power to watch Forbifher, left
the caracs unguarded, and the Madre dz Dios,
then efteemed the richeft prize cver brought to
England, was feized by Sir John Burgh.

But, in the heighth of Sir Walter Raleigh’s
favour with the queen, he fell under her ma-
jefty’s difpleafure for being in love with the
daughter of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, one
of the queen’s maids of honour;\and the
confequence of the amour difcovering the in-
trigue, her majefty ordered him to be confined
for feveral months, and difmiffed the lady-
from her 'attendance ; to whom he afterwards.
made the moft honourable reparation he could
by marriage ; in which they were both exam-
ples of conjugal affection and fidelity.

While Sir Walter Raleigh was under her
majelty’s difpleafure, he proje@ted the difco-
very of the extenfive empire of Guiana, in
South- America, which the Spaniards had then
only vifited, and to this day have never con-
quered.  Sir Walter having provided a fqua-
dron of fhips, at a very great expence, the
lord high-admiral Howard, and Sir Robert*

; : Cecil,
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Cecil, conceived fo good an opinion of the
defign, that they both concurred in it.

He fet fail on the twenty- fixth of February,
1594 -5, and arrived at the ifle of Trinidad on
the twenty-fecond of March; where he made
himfelf mafter of St. Jofeph, a {mall city, and
made the Spanifh governor prifoner. He
then, leaving his fhips at Curiapan, with an
hundred men, in feveral hittle barks failed four
hundred miles up the river Oronoque, in fearch
of Guiana ; but the heat of the weather, and
the torrents, obliged him to return ; which he
did the latter end of the fummer, 1595.

In the year following, he was fo far reftored
to favour, that he was engaged in the import-
ant expedition to Cadiz; wherein the earl of
Effex, and the lord high-admiral Howard,
were joint commanders. On the twentieth of
June they arrived before Cadiz. The lord
high-admiral was of opinion that the land-
forces fhould attack the town firft, that the
fleet might not be expofed to the fire of the
thips, of the city, and forts adjacent ; and the
council of war concurred in this opinion : but,
as the ear] of Effex was putting his men into
boats, in order to land them, Sir Walter, not
happening to have been prefent at the council
of war, went direétly to the earl, and offered
{uch convincing reafons again'ﬂ it, and for their
firft falling upon the galleons, and fhips in
the harbours, that the earl faw the neceflity of
altering his {cheme, and defired Sir Walter to

: difluade
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difluade the admiral from that of landing.
He did fo,, the admiral was convinced ; and,
by Sir Walter’s advice, defeired the attack
till the next day.

For the particulars of this attack, in which
Sir Walter Raleigh diftinguithed himfelf by
his bravery and his prudence, and which was
attended with fuch wonderful fuccefs, we maft
refer our readers to Mr. Birch’s account of it.
It 15 {ufficient for us to fay, that the city was
taken and plundered ; many of the principal
fhips belonging to the Spaniards were run
afhore ; and the galleons, with all their trea-
fure, burnt, to prevent their falling into the
hands of the Englith.

Sir Walter continued in this ftate of banifh-
ment from the queen till 1597, and then was
reftored to favour, and performed feveral other
fignal fervices. In 1601 he attended the
queen in her progrefs : but the death of this
princefs proved a great misfortune to Sir Wal-
ter; for her fucceflor king James I. bad been
greatly prejudiced againft him by the earl of
Effex; yet he did not difcover his diflike for
fome time, but treated him with great kind-
nefs : however, his majefty’s pacific geniuas
could not relith a man of fo martal a {pirit.
He had not been long upon the throne before
Sir Walter was difmifled from his poft of cap-
tain of the guards; and, foon after, was
charged with being engaged in a plot againft
the king, and with carrying on a fecret cor-
refpondence with the king of Spain; but vo

cleas
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clear evidence has yet been produced of his
having any concern' in 1it, though he was
brought in guilty, and fentenced to die. As
to the trial, we refer our readers to the parti-
cular account given by our author, and fhall
only add, that it appeared to Sir John Haws,
follicitor-general to king William, in fo bad
a light, that-he pronounces it very irregular
throughout, and that the accufations did not
amount toalegal proof. ¢ I would know, fays he,
by what law is the depofition of a perfon who
might be brought face to face to the prifoner,
read as evidence > I would know by what
law it 1s fcrbidden that the accufer thould be
brought face to face to the accufed ? 1 would
know by what law Brook’s depofition of what
the lord Cobham told him of Raleigh was cvi-
dence againit Raleigh ? I would know by what
law the ftory Dyer told of what an unknown
man faid to him at Lifbon of Don Raleigh,
was evidence againft Raleigh ? T would know
by what ftatute the ftatutes of the zg5th of Ed-
ward [1]. and 5thof EdwardVI. were repealed.”

Sir Walter, not long after his confinement in

~ the Tower, upon the unwearied follicitations

of his lady, who petitioned the king that fhe
might be prifoner with him, was allowed the
confolation of her company, and his younger
fon Carew was born there in 1604.
The February following his majefty made him
a grant of his forfeited eftate, for the Dbenefit
of his wife and children ; but this was only
for his.own life, for he had, on his refolving
to accept of a challenge from Sir Amias Pref-
ton
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ton fome years before, made it over to his
eldeft fon. But he did not long enjoy it ; for
Car, the king’s new favourite, having no for-
tune of his own, looking out for one, difco-
vered a flaw in the conveyance, upon which
an information. being exhibited in the exche.
quer, judgment was given for the crown, and
Sherborne, and other of his eftates, were given
to Car in 1609, the king being inflexible to all
the petitions of the lady Raleigh for herfelf
and her children.

This great man Toftcned the rigours of his
long confinement in an application to various
kinds of ftudies. And though he had the
queen’s prote&ion, and prince Henry for his
patron, during the height of the earl of So=
merfet’s favour, yet he could not obtain his
liberty till after the condemnation of that fa.
vourite for the murder of Sir Thomas Over-
bury: but at latt, by means of fifteen hundred
pounds given to a relation of the nev favousite
Sir George Villers, he procured his liberty,
after above twelve years confinement in the

ower,

Sir Walter being now at large, had the
means of profecuting his old fcheme of Gui-
ana, and his majefty granted him a patent for
that purpofe, at leaft under the privy-feal, if
0ot under the great feal of England; which

ir Francis Bacon, on being applied to, aflured
', was a fufficient pardon for all that was
paft, as the king had made him admiral of his

fleet,
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fleet, and given him the power of martial law
over his officers and foldiers.

The whole expence of this expedition was
defrayed by Sir Walter Raleigh and his friends.
In their paffage, they met with various difap-
pointments; however, in November, they
came in fight of Guiana, and anchored five
degrees off the river Caliana.

Here Raleigh was received with the ut-
moft joy by the Indians, who offered him the
fovereignty of the country, which he declined.
His extreme ficknefs preventing his attempting
the difcovery of the mines in perfon, he de-
puted captain Keymis to that fervice, ordering
five fhips to fail into the river Oronoque; but,
three weeks after, landing by night nearer a
Spanith town than they expeéted, they were
fet upon by the Spanith troops, who were
fore-armed for their coming,

This unexpeted attack foon threw ‘them
into confufion; and, had not fome of the
leaders animated the reft, they had all been
cut to pteces : but the others, by their exam-
ple, foon rallyirg, they made fuch a vigorous
oppofition, that they forced the Spaniards to
retreat.

In the warmth of the purfuit, the Englifh
found themfelves at the Spanith town before
they knew where they were. ‘Here the battle
was renewed, and they were affaulted by the
governor himfel§, and four or five captains, at
the head of their companies, when captain Ra-

leigh,
2
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leigh, the eldeft fon of Sir Walter, hurried on
by the heat and impatience of youth, not
waiting for the mufketeers, ruthed forward, at
the head of a company of pikes, and, having
killed one of the Spanifh captains, was fhot
by another ; but, prefling ftill forward with
his {word, upon the captain who had fhot
him, the Spaniard, with the butt end of his
mufket, felled him to the ground, and put an
end to his life; when his ferjeant immediately
thruft the Spanith captain through the body
with his halbert. Two other captains, and the
governor himfelf, fell in this engagement.

The Spanith leaders being all thus dif-
patched, the reft fled; fome took fhelter
about the market-place, from whence they
killed and wounded the Englith at pleafure ;
fo'that there was no way left for fafety but by
firing the town, and driving the enemy to the
woods and mountains.

Captain Keymis had now an opportunity
of vifiting the mine, which he attempted with
captain Thornhurft, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir
John Hamden, and others ; but, upon their
falling into.an ambufcade, in which they loft
many of their men, they returned to Sir Wal-
ter, withont difcovering the mine, alledging
the reafon mentioned above.

As fome mitigation of their-ill fuccefs, and
as an inducement to further hopes, Keymis
produced two ingots of gold, which they had
found in the town, together with a large quan-
tity of papers found in the governor’s ftudy.

; Among .
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Among thefe were four letters, which difco-
vered not only Raleigh’s whole enterprize to
have been betrayed, but his life hereby put
into the power of the Spaniards. Thefe let-
ters alfo difcovered the preparations made by
the Spaniards to receive Raleigh.

To the juft indignation which he conceived
upon this occafion, was added the mortifica-
tion of finding that Keymis had made no trial
of the mine. He reproached that captain with
having undone him, and wounded his credit
with the king paft recovery. This affefted
Keymis fo fenfibly, that he retired to his cab-
bin, where he fhot himfelf; but, finding the
wound not mortal, he difpatched himfelf with
a knife, which he thruft into his heart.

The ill ftate of Sir Walter’s health would
not {uffer him to repair Keymis’s neglet. He
was incapable of fuch a voyage, and, at the
fame time, was in continual apprehenfion of
being attacked by the Spanith armada, fent
out on purpofe to lay wait for and deftroy him}
but the enemy mifled him, by ftaying in the
wrong place.

On Sir Walter’s .return home, he found
that king James had publifhed a proclamation
declaring his deteftation of his condu&, aft
ferting that his majefty had, by exprefs li-
mitation, reftrained and forbid Raleigh, from
attempting any a& of hoftility againft his
dear brother of Spain ; yet it is evident, that
the commiffion contained nofuch limitation.

This
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This proclamation, however, did not deter
Sir Walter from landing,- who refotved to
furrender himfelf into the King's hands, to
whom he wrote a letter in defence of himfelf,
He was feized on the road to London, and re-
turned with the officers to Plymouth.

On the feventh'of Augult, he arrived at
London, where¢ he was permitted the confine-
ment of his own houfe ; but having good rea-
fon not to trult himfclf to the mercy of the
court, he formed a defign to efcape into
France ; which being difcovered, he was
feized in a boat below Woolwich, and was,
on the tenth of Augult, committed to the
Tower,

His death was now abfolutely determined,
yet it was not cafy to find a method to’com-
pafs it, fince his condu in his lute €xpedi-
tion, could not be ftretched in law to fuch a
fentence ; it was refolved therefore to facrifice
him to Spain, in a manner that has jultly ex-
pofed-the court to the abhorrence of all fuc-
ceeding ages, by calling him down to Judg-
ment on his former fentence, pafled fiftecn
years before. Thus, by a ftrange contariety of
proceedings, he, who had been condemned
for being a friend to the Spaniards, now loft
bis life for being their enemy.

In confequence of this refolution, he, hav-
ing the day before received notice to prepare
himfelf for death, was, on the twenty-eighth
of O&ober, taken out of. his bed, in the
hot fit of an ague, and carried to the King’s

Vor. V., D Bench
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Bench bar, at Weftminfter, where the chief.
juftice” ordered the record of his conviftion
and judgment in 1603, to be read ; and then
demanded, What he had to offer why execu.
tion fhould not be awarded againft him? To
this Sir Walter pleaded his commiflion for
his laft voyage, which implied a reftoring life
to him, by giving him power, as marfhal, on
the life and death of others. He then began
to jultify his conduét in thzt voyage ; but the
court refufed to hear him, and hewas ordered
for execution the next day. He then defired
he might not be cat off fo fuddenly, calling

upon God to be his judge, before whom he -

fhould fhortly appear, That he was never dif-
loyal to his majefty, ¢ which I will jultify,”
faid he, ¢ where I fhall not fear the face of
any king on earth.”

The fame day a warrant for his execution
was produced, though his majefty was retired
into the country. Sir Walter eat his breakfaft
heartily that morning, fmoaked his pipe, and
made no more of death than if he had been
to take a journey, when, being conducted to
the old palace-yard, Weftminfter, with a
chearful countenance he faluted the ‘lords,
knights, and gentlemen there prefent. ~ After
which a proclamation was made for filence,
and he addreffed himfelf to fpeak in this man.
ner.

« T defire to be borne withal, for this is the
third day of my fever ; and, if I fhall fhew

any weaknefs, I befeech you to attribute it to
my
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my malady, for this is the hour in which it is
wont to come.”

Then paufing a while, he fat, and diretted
himfelf towards 2 window, where the lords of
Arandel, Northampton, and Doncafter, with
fome other lords and knights, fat, and {poke
as followeth :

¢t [ thank God, of his infinite goodnefs,
that he hath brought me to die in the light,
and not in darknefs.” But, by reafon that
the place where the lords, &ec. fat, was fome
diftance from the fcaffold, that he perccived
they could not well hear him, he faid, < I
will ftrain my voice, for I would willingly have
your honours hear me.”

But lord Arundel faid, ¢ Nay, we will
rather come down to the fcaffold;” which
he and fome others did. Where being come,
he faluted them feverally, and then began again
to fpeak as followeth. ‘

% As I faid, Ithank God heartily, that he
hath brought me into the light to die ; and,
that he hath not fuffered meto die in the dark
prifon of the Tower, where I have fuffered a

reat deal of mifery and cruel ficknefs ; and,
I 'thank God that my fever hath not taken me
at this time, as I prayed to God it might
not. There are two main points of fufpicion
that his majefty, as I hear, hath conceived
againft me.. ‘To refolve your lordthips wherein
his majefty.cannot be fatisfied, which I defire
to clear, and to refolve your lordihip’s of :
; D2 “ One
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¢ Onc is, That his majefty hath been in-
formed, that I have often had plots with
France ; and his majefty hath good reafon to
induce him thereunto, One reafon that his
majefty had to conje@ure fo, was, that, when
I came back from Guiana, being come to
Plymouth, 1 endeavoured to go in a bark te
Rochel ; which was, for that I would have
made my peace before I had come to Eng-
land.

« Another reafon was, That, upon my
flight, I did intend to fly into France, for the
faving of myfelf, having had fome terror from
above.

¢« A third reafon, that his majefty had
veafon to fufpe&, was, The French agent’s
coming to me. Befides, it was reported, that
1 had a commiffion from the French king at
my going forth. ~ Thefe are the reafons that
his majeity had, as 1 am informed, to fufpect
me.

« But this I fay, for a man to call God to
witnefs to a falfhood at the hour of death, is
far more grievous and impious ; and that a
man that fo doth cannot have falvation, for
he hath no time for repentance. Then what
fhall I expe&, that am going inftantly to
render up my account? 1 do therefore . call
God to witnefs, as I hope to be faved, and as
I hope to fee him in his kingdom, which I
hope I fhall within this quarter of this hour,
I never had any commiffion from the French

king,

2
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king, nor ever faw the French king’s hand-
writing in all my life ; neither knew I that
there was a French agent, nor what he was,
ti1l. I met him in my gallery, at my lodzing,
galooked for. If I fpeak not true, O Lord,
let me never enter into thy kingdom.

« The fecond fufpicion was, That his ma-
jetty had been informed, that [ fhould fpeak
dithonourably and difloyally of my fovereign ;
but my accufer was a bafe Frenchman, and a
rannagate fellow ; one that hath no dwelling ;
a kind of chymical fellow ; one that | knew

to be perfidious : for, being by him drawn

into the action of fearing myfelf at Winchel-
ched,

ter, in which I confefs my hand was tou
he, being {worn to fecrefy over-night, revealed
it the next morning.
<« But this [ {fpeak now, what have T to do
with kings ? I have nothing to do with them,
neither do I fear them ; I have only now to
do with my God, in whofe prefence I ftand ;
therefore to tell a lie, were it to gain the
king’s favour, were vain. Therefore, as [
hope to be faved at the laft judgment-day, I
never fpoke difloyally, or dithoneflly, of his
majefty in all my life ; and therefore I cannot
but think it ftrange that that French-man, be-
ing fo bafe and mean a fellow, fhould be {0
far credited as he hath been. I have dealt
truly, as I hope to be faved ; and I hope [
fhall be believed. I confels I did attempt to
efi:qpe; I cannot excufe it, but it was only
to fave my life. And I do likewife confefs,
D that
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that I did feign myfelf to be ill-difpofed and
fick at Salifbury ; but T hope it was no fin,
for the prophet David did malke himfelf a
fool, and fuffered fpittle to fall down upon
his beard, to efcape from the hands of his.
encmies, and it was not imputed unto him :
fo, what I did, I intended no ill, but to gain
and prolong time until his majelty came,
hopirg for fome commiferation from him.
But I forgive this French-man, and Sir Lewis
Stewkeley, with all my heart; for I have re-
ceived the f{acrament this morning of Mr.
dean of Weltminfter, and I have forgiven all
men; but, that they are perfidious, 1 am bound
in charity to fpeak, that all men may take
heed of them.
¢« Sir Lewis Stewkeley, my keeper and
kinfman, hath afirmed that I (hould tell him,,
that my lord Carew, and my lord of Doncafter
here, did advife me to efcape ; but I proteft,
before God, Inever told him any fuch thing;
peither did the lords advife me to any fuch
matter ; neither is it likely that I fhould tell
him any fuch thing of two privy-counfellors ;
ncither had [ any reafon to tell him, or he to
report it 3 fer itis well known, he left me fix,
feven, eight, nine, and ten days together
alone, to go whither I lifted, whilt he rode
himfelf about the country.
¢« He further accufed me, that I fhould fhew
him a letter, whereby I did fignify unto Lim,
that I would give him ten thoufand pounds
t>x my efcape ; but Ged caft iy foul into
: everlaft-




WALTER RALEIGH. ¢

everlafling fire, if T made any fuch proffer of
ten thoufand pounds, or one thoufand ; but,
indeed, I fhewed him a letter, that, if he
would go with me, there fhould be order
taken for his debts when he was gone; nei-
ther had I ten thoufand pounds to give him ;
for, if I had had fo much, I could have made
my peace with it better another way than in
giving it to Stewkeley.

« Further, when I came to Sir Edward
Pelham?’s houfe, who had been a follower of
mine, and who gave me good entertainment,
he gave out, that I had received fome dram
of poifon; when I anfwered him, that I
feared no fuch thing, for I was well aflured
of them in the houfe, and therefore wifhed
him to have no fuch thought. Now God for-
give him, for I do; and I defire God to for-
give him. I will notonly fay, Godis a God
of revenge ; but I defire God to forgive him,
as I do defire to be forgiven of God.”

Then looking over his note .of remem-
brance, *¢ Well,” faid he, ¢¢ thus far have I
gone ; a little more, alittle more, and I will
have dore by and by.

¢« It was told the king that I was brought
per force into England, and that I did not
intend to come again ; but Sir Charles Parker,
Mr. Tretham, Mr. Leake, and divers know
how I was dealt withal by the common foldi-
ers, which were one hundred and fifty in num-
ber, who mutinied, and {ent for me to come

D 4 into
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into the fhip to them, for unto me they would
not come ; and there I was forced to take an
oath that I would not go into England rill
that they would have me; otherwife they
would® have caft me into the fea; and there-
withall they drove me into my cabbin, and
bent all their forces againft me.

<« Now, after T had taken this oath, with
wine and other things, fuch as I had about
me, ] drew fome of the chiefeft to defilt from
their purpofes; and, at length, [ perfuaded
them to.go into Ireland ; which they were
willing unto, and would have gone into the
north parts of Ireland ; which I difluaded
them from. and told them that they were
Red-Shanks that inhabited there; and with
much ado 1 perfuaded them to go into the
fouth parts of Ireland, promifing them to get
their pardons, and was forced to give them one
hundred and twenty-five pounds at Kinfale, to
bring them home, otherwife I had never got
from them.

«¢ T hear likewife there was a report that T
meant not to go to Guiana at all, and that I
knew not of any mine, nor intended  any
fuch thing or matter, but only to get my li-
berty, which I had not the wit to keep.

¢« But I proteft it was my full intent, and
for gold ; for gold, for the benefit of his ma-
jefty and myfelf, and of thofe that ventured
and went with me, with the reft of my coun-
trymen ; but he that knew the head of the

mine




WALTER RALEIGH. =~ 7
mine would not difcover it, when he faw my

fon was flain, but made away him(elf.”

Then turning to the earl of Aruadel, he
faid, * My lord, being in the gallery of my
thip, at my departure, 1 remember your ho-
nour took me by the hand, and faid, You
would requeft one thing of me ; which was,
That, whether I made a good voyage or a
bad, I fhould not fail but to return again into
England ; which I then promifed you, and
gave you my faith T would; and fo I have.”
To which my lord anfwered, ¢ It is true. I
do very well remember it, they were the very
laft words 1 fpake unto you.”

<« Another flander was raifed of me, That t

‘would have gone away from them, and left
‘them at Guiana., But there was asgreat many

worthy men that accompanied me always ;
as my ferjeant-major, George Raleigh, and
divers others, which knew my intent was no-
thing fo.

¢ Another opinion was held of me, that I

carried with me to fea fixteen thoufand pieces,

and that was all the voyage I intended, oniy
to get money into my hands, As I fhall an-
fwer it before God, I had not in all the world
in my hands, or others to my ufe, either di-
reétly, or indire@tly, above a hundred pounds;

- whereof, when I went, I gave my wife twen-
" ty-five pounds thereof; but the error therecf

came, as I perceived, by looking over the

_{crivener’s books, where they found the bills

D of




58 BRITISH PLUTARCH,
of adventure arifing to a great {um, fo raifed:
that falfe report.

¢ Only 1 will borrow a little time of Mr..
fheriffs to fpeak of one thing, that doth make:
my heart to bleed to hear that fuch an impu-
tation fhould be laid upon me; for ’tis faid,.
that T fhould be a perfecutor of the death of
the earl of Effex ; and, that] flood in a win-
do_\w over-againft him, when he fuffered, and
puffed out tobacco in difdain of him. God L
take to witnefs, I fhed tears for him when he
died ; and, as I hope to look God in the face
hereafter, my lord of Effex did not fee my
face when he fuffered, for I was afar off in
the Armory, where I faw him, but he faw not
me.

¢ T confefs indeed I was of a contrary fac-
#ion, but I know my lord of Effex was a noble
gentleman, and that it would be worfe with
me when he was gone, for I got the hate of
thofe which wifhed me well before, and thofe
that fet me againft him, afterwards fet them-
felves again{t me, and were my greateft ene-
mies; and my foul hath many times been
grieved that I was not nearer him when he
died ; Dbecaufe, as I underftood afterwards,
shat he afked for me at his death to -have been
reconciled unto me,. And thefe be the mate-
sial poiats I thought good to fpeak of 3 and I
am now, at this inftant, to render up an ac-
sount to God ; and I proteft, as 1 fhall ap-
pear before him, ‘this that I have fpoken ‘is
zrug 5 and I hope I fhall be believed.”

Then
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Then a proc]amation being made, that all
men fhould depart the fcaffold, he prepared
himfelf for death ; giving away his hat, his
cap, with fome money, to fuch as he knew
that flood near him. ~And then, taking his
leave of the lords, knights, gentlemen, and
others of his acquaintance ; and, amongﬁ
the reft, taking his leave of my lord Arun-
del, he thanked him for his company, and
entreated him to defire the king, that no fcan-
dalous writing to defame him might be pub-
lihed after his death ; faying further unto.
him, ¢ I have a long journey to go, and '
therefore I will take my leave.’”

Then putting off his doublet and gown, he
defired the headfman to fhew him the axe ;
which not being fuddenly granted unto him,
he faid; 1 priythee let me fee it. Doft thou.
think that I am afraid of it?” So it being
given unto him, he feltalong upon the edge
of it ; and, fmiling, fpake unto Mr, fheritt,
faying, ¢ This is a fharp medicine, but 1t is
a phyfician that will cure all difeafes.” After
which, going to and fro upon the {caflold on
svery fide, -he entreated the company to.pray
to Ged to give him ftrength,

T'he executioner kneeling down afked him
forgivenefs 5 and he, laying his hand upon his
fhoulder, forgave him.

Then being atked which way he would fay
Yimleli on the block, he made anfwer, and:
faid, ¢-So the heart be ftrait, it is no matter
which way the head lieth.?” So, laying his

b e p head
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head on the block, his face being towards the
eaft, the headfman, throwing down his own
cloak, becaufe he weuld not fpoil the prifon-
er’s gown, he, giving the headfman a fign
when he fhould firike, by lifting up his hands,
the executioner ftruck off his head at two
blows, his body never fhrinking nor moving,
His head was fhewn on each fide of the fcaf-
fold, and then put into a red leather bag, and
his wrought velvet gown thrown over it, which
was afterwards conveyed away in a mourning
coach of his lady’s,

Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to the King the
Night before his Death.

T HE life which I had, moft mighty prince,
the law hath taken from me, and I am now
baot the fame earth and duft, out of which I
was made. If my offence had any proportion
with your majefty’s mercy, I might defpair;
or, if my deferving had any quantity with
your majefty’s unmeafurable goodnefs, I might
yet have hope : bat it is you that muft judge,
and not I. Name, blood, gentility, or eftate,
I have none : no, not fo much as a being ;
10, not fo much as a vitam planta. 1 have
only a penitent foul in a body of iron, which
moveth towards ‘the loadftone of death, and
cannot be withheld from touching it, except
your majefty’s mercy turn the point towards
me that expelleth. Loft I am for hcaring of

vain
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vain man, for hearing only, and never believ-
ing inor accepting. - And ‘fo little account I
made of that {peech of his, which was my
condemnation (as my forfaking him. doth truly
witnefs) that T never remembered any fuch
thing till it was at my trial objected againit
me. So did he repay my care, who cared to
make him good, which [ now fee no care of
man can effe®.  Bat God, for my offence to
him, hath laid this heavy burden on me, mi-
ferable and unfortunate wretch that ] am. But,
for not loving you, my fovereign, God hath
not laid this forrow on me; for He knows,
with whom I am not in cafe to lye, that I ho-
noured your majefty by fame, and loved and
admired you by knowledge ; fo that, whether
I live or die, your majefty’s loving fervant [
will live and die.

If now I write what feems not well-favoured,
moit merciful prince, vouchfafe to afcribe it to
the counfel of a dead heart, and to a mind
that forrow hath confounded : but the more
my mifery is, the more is your majefty’s

- mercy, if you pleafe to behold it; and the

lefs' T can deferve, the more liberal your ma-
jetty’s gift fhall be. Herein you fhall only
imitate God, giving free life : and by giving
to fuch a one from whom there can be no re-
tributidn, but only a defire to pay a lent life
with the fame great love which the fame great
oodnefs fhall beftow on it.

This being the firft letter which ever your
majefty received from a dead man, I humbly
fubmit
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fubmit myfelf to the will of God, my fupreme
Lord, and fhall willingly and patiently fuffer
whatfoever it fhall pleafe your majefty to afflict
me withal..

WaLTER RALEIGH.

The Copy of Sir Walier Raleigh’s Letter to
his Wife, the Night before his Death,

Y O T fhall now receive, my dear wife, my
Iaft words in thefe my laft lines. My love L
fend you, that you may keep it when I am
dead ; and.my counfel, that you may remem-
ber it when I am no more. [ would not,
by my will, prefent you with forrows, dear
Befs, let them go into the grave with me, and
be buried in the duft : and, feeing that it is
not God’s will that T fhould fee you any more
in this life, bear it. patiently, and with a
heart like thyfelf

Firt, I fend you all the thanks which my
heart can conceive, or my words can rehearfe,.
for your many travails, and care taken: for
me ; which, though they have not taken ef-
fe&, as you withed, yet my debt to you is not
the lefs ; but pay it I never fhall in this
world.

Secondly, I befeech you,. for the love you
are me living, do not hide yourfelf many
days, but, by your travels, feek to help your
siferable fortunes, and the rightof your }“aoor-.

¢hild..
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child. Thy mourning cannot avail me, I am-
but duft.

Thirdly, you fhall underftand that my land
was conveyed, bona fide, to my child, The
writings. were drawn at Midfummer was
twelve months ;. my honeft coufin® Brett can
tetify fo much, and Dolberry too can remem-
ber fomewhat therein : and, I truft my blood
will quench their malice that have cruelly
murdered me ; ‘and, that they will not feek
alfo to kill thee and thine with extreme po-
verty.

To what friend to dire&: thee I know not,
for all mine have left me in the true time of
trial ; and I perceive that my death was deter-
mined frem the firft day. Moft forry I am,.
God knbws, that, being thus furprized with
death, T can' leave youw in no better eftate :
God is my witnefs I meant youall. my office
of wines, or all thatT could have purchafed:
by felling it, half my ftoff, and all my jewels,
but fome ore for the boy ; but God hath pre-
vented all'my refolutions: that great God that
ruleth all in all: but, if 'you can live free
from want, care for no more, the reft is but
vanity.. - Love God, and begin betimes to re-
pofe yourfelf upon him; and therein you fhall
find true and lafting riches, and endlefs com-
fort : for the reft, when you have travelled and:
wearied your thoughts over al {orts of worldly
cogitations, you fhall but fit down by forrow
in the'end. Teach your fon alfo tolove and

fear'God, whilft he is yet young, that the

fear
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fear of God may grow with him; and then
God wiil be a hufband to you, and a father
to him; a hufband and a father which cannot
be taken from you.

Bailey oweth me two hundred pounds, and
Adrian fix hundred pounds, in Jerfey. I alio
have much owing me befides. The arrearages
of the wines will pay your debts : and, how-
foever you do, for my foul’s fake, pay all poor

 men. When I am gone, no doubt but you
‘fhall be fought to, for the world thinks that
I was very rich. But take heed of the pre- b
tences of men and their affe®tions, for they
“laft not but in honeft and worthy men ; and
. no greater mifery can befal you in this life
I than to become a prey, and afterwards to be
:i; defpifed. I fpeak not this, God knows, to
I ; diffuade you from marriage, for it will be beit
| .for you both in refpeé of the world and of
| ‘ God. As for me, I am no more jyours, nor
i you mine ; Death hath cut us afunder; and
-God hath divided me from the world, and
i you from me. Remember your poor child for
i his father’s fake, who chofe you, and loved
| you in his happielt times.
it Get thofe letrers, if it be pofible, which I
” | 'writ to the lords, wherein T fued for my life.
. God is my witnefs, it was for you and yours
d " that I defired life; but it is true that I dif-
l - dained myfelf for begging of it: for know it,
i my dear wife, that your {on is the fon of a true
1| man, and who, in his own refpe&, defpifeth
death and all his mifhapen and ugly forms, I
cannot
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cannot write much. God, he knows how
bardly T fteal this time while others fleep; and
itisalfo time that[ fhould feparate my thoughts
from the world,

Beg my dead body, which living was denied
thee; and either lay it at Sherburne, (and, if
the land continue) or in Exeter-church, by
my father and mother.

I can fay no more, time and death call me
away. ‘I'ng everlailing, powerful, infinite,
and' omnipotent God ; that almighty God,
who is goodnefs iifelf, the true life and true
light, keep thee and thinc; have mercy on
me, and teach me to forgive my perfecutors
and accafers, and fend us to meet in his glo-
rious kingdom. My dear wife farewel. Blefs
Iy peor boy. Pray for me, and let my good
God hold you both in his arms.

Written with the dying hand of fometimes
thy huiband, but now, alas! overthrown,

WaLTER RALEIGH.

A gentleman, who writes the hiftory of
Ra}eigh’s]ife, informs us, That, Eomingfrom
Ireland, and being equipped i a very good
habit, which it feems was the greateft part of

'his eftate (and which, he well obferves, is
one of the beft means of introducing a man
into the world whofe ‘worth is unknown) as
the queen was walking in the park, and com-
Ing to a watry place, where fhe found fome
difficulty to get over, Sir Walter immediately
pulled off a new plufh coat he had on, and

laid
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laid it down for her majefty to tread on; which
the queen was extremely pleafed with, and
foon after took occafion to requite.

To fuch lucky accidents fometimes do men
owe their fuccefs. The greateit merit is often
defeated by a kind of criminal modefty, ora
want of opportunity to difcover itfelf 5 while
the forward and bold, though the mo& empty
worthlefs things in nature, ofien arrive at the
higheft preferments; but this was not the
cafe of Sir Walter. He was a gentleman of a
good prefence, handfome, and well propor-
tioned ; had a ftrong and natural wit, and a
better judgment ; a voluble tongue, and good
addrefs ; and to thefe he had added’a general
fearning, being an indetatigable reader, even
while engaged in the fervice by fea or land ;

" and a great obferver of men and times.

His motto, fays the writer of his life, was,
"Fam Marti quam Mercurio 3 though we find
it in Collier to be, Either die nobly, or live
honourably..

Five hours le ufed to fleep, four he read,
two he fpent in difcourfe, and the reft he al-
lotted for bufinefs. There was not an expert
foldier or feaman but he confulted ; no valua-
ble treatife of navigation, whether printed or
manufcript, but he read: obferving that there
was nothing of greater confequence, for the
advancement of learning, than the finding
out the plaineft and moft compendious way
of knowing and teaching things in every fci-
ence,,

Daring
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During his confinement in - the Tower, he
compofed that excellent work, entitled, The
Hiftory of the World ; from whence, indeed,
the charaéter of this gentleman may be beft
collefted, every man being beft known by his
works. -

On his return to England, after his laft ex-
pedition, not doubting but that he fhould be
made a facrifice to the Spaniard, he fent for
Mr. Burre, who had printed his firft volume
of The Hiftory of the World, and afked him
how it fo!'d. Burre anfwered, Lt fold {o flowly
it had undone him; which it feems was falfe.
Whereupon Sir Walter took the other part;
which was unprinted, out of his defk, and
fighing faid, ¢“ Ah! my friend,: hath the firft
part undone thee @ The fecond volume fhall
undo no more ; this ungrateful world is un-
worthy of it : and immediately threw it into
the fire, and fet his foot upon it till it was
confumed,

Befides his Hiftory of the World, he wrote
a treatife called, "Fhe Cabinet Couicil; con=
taining the arts of government: An Accurate
Account of his Catholic Majefty’s power and
Riches: The Rife and Ruin of the Saracen
Empire : A Treatife of Mines and Minerals :
The Prerogatives of Parliaments : another
treatife, entitled, Inftru€ions to his Son and
his Pofterity ; and feveral fpesches and argu=
ments in feveral parliaments,
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- His body was interred in the chancel of St,
Margaret’s church, Weftminfter ; but his head
was long preferved in a cale by his widow,
who furvived him twenty years. - ]

In a word, Sir Walter Raleigh fell, in the
fixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice to a con-
temptible adminiftraticn, and the refentment
of a mean prince: a man of fo great abilities,
that neither that nor the preceding reign pro-
duced his equdl. His charatter was a combi-
nation of almoft every eminent quality : he
was the foldier, ftatefman, and fcholar, vnited ;
and, had he lived with the heroes of antiquity,

‘he would have made a juft parallel to Cazfar

and Xenophon, like them being mafter of the
fword and the pen. So that he was enabled,
as a poet beautifully expreflesit, to enrich the
werld with his prifon-hours.

As the fentence of Raleigh blackens but his
king, fo his memory will be ever dear to the
lovers of learning, and of their country ;
and, tho’ he makes not a very great figure as
a poet, having bufinefs of greater importance
continually upor his hands; yet it would be
an unpardonable negligence not to mention
him in that charaer. :

We fhall clofe this article with a fpecimen
of Sir Walter’s poetry in a piece cziled, The
Vifion of the Fairy Queen.

Methought
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Methought I faw the grave where Laura lay,
Within that temple where the veftal flame
Was wont to burn; and paffing by that way,
"To fee that bury’d duft of living fame,
Whofe tomb fair Love and fairer Virtue kept,
All fuddenly I faw the Fairy Queen ;
At whofe approach the foul of Petrarch wept,
And, from henceforth, thofe graces were
not feen ;
For they this queen attended ; in whofe ftead
Oblivion laid him down in Laura’s hearfe :
Eereat the hardeft ftones were feen to bleed, -
And groans of bury’d ghofts the heavens did
pierce ;
Where Homer’s fpright did tremble all for -
grief,
And curs’d th’ accefs of that cceleftial thief,

R
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Tue LIFE or

BEN. JOHNsom

B En. Jonnson, fo famous for being one
of the fathers of the Englith ftage, in
dramatic poetry, was the fruit of a pofthumous
birth, and came into the world about a month
after the death of his fathcr. Being born in
Weftminfter, he was put to a private fchool in
the church of St. Martin’s in the fields ; but
removed thence, at a proper age, to that of
the royal foundation, where Camden became
his mafter. Ashis father was a gentleman and
aclergyman, this ftep {feems to have been taken
in the view of breeding him to the church.
But the widow being left in narrow circum-
ftances, thought fit not to refufe an offer of mar-
riage, which was made to her by a bricklayer;
and, after her fon had continued fome years at
Wefllminfter-fchool, and made an extraordina-
1y progrefs in claffical learning, fhe took him
away, and obliged him to work under his
ftep-father.

This was nipping the firft {prig of his dawn-
ing hopes in the bud ; his fpirit was not of a
-temper to take the bent of fo mortifying a
change. In the depth of his refentment, he
left his mother ; and enlifting himfelf a foldier,

i L wazs
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was carried to the Englifh army, then engaged
againft the Spaniards in the Netherlands,
Here he acquired a degree of military glory,
which rarely falls to the lot of a common man
in that profeflion. In an encounter with a
fingle man of the enemy, he flew his opponent;
and ftripping him, carried off the fpoils in the
view of both armies.

Upon his return home, he followed the bent
of his inclination ; and refuming his ftudies,
went to St. John’s college in Cambridge.
But here he had foon the misfortune to under-
go a fecond mortification, The fhortnefs of
his purfe not fupplying him with the decent
conveniencies of a learned eafe, he found him-
{elf under a neceflity of quitting the feat of
the mufes, after a fhort ftay there. In this ex-
igence he took a courfe, not uncommon to
perfons of fuch a genius’ under the like
diftrefs. He applied to the play-houfes, and
was admitted into an obfcure one, called the
Green Curtain, in the neighbourhood of Shore-
ditch and Clerkenwell. He had not been
long in this ftation, when, not contenting him-
felf with the bufinefs ‘of an a&or only, he
took up his pen, and wrote fome picces for
the ftage. But his performances either way
did no credit to his genius.

During his continuance in this humble fta-
tion, he had a quarrel with one of the players ;
‘Wwho fending him a challenge, there enfued a
duel, wherein Johnfon killed his adverfary.
For this offence being thrown 'into prifon,

under

L
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under that misfortane, his fpirit, was funk
into fuch a degree of melancholy, that he
became a fit obje& to be fubdued by the
crafty attacks of a popith prieft; who, offici-
oufly vifiting him in his confinement, prevailed
upon him to renounce the doftrine he was
bred in, and become a Roman catholic, and
he remained twelve years within the pale of
that church, But not long after this change
in his religious condition, he alfo made a
change in his civil one, and took to himfelf a
wife, having firft obtained hisreleafement from
prifon. His {pirit revived with his liberty ;
and, maugre all the difcouragements he met
with, he went on digging in the poetic mine,
and, by dint of unparalleled induftry, improved
his genius {o much, that at length he produced

«a play ; which having the good fortune to fall
into the hands of Shakefpear, that humane

good-natured bard, refolving to do full juftice
to its merit, brought it upon the ftage, where
he was a manager, and aéted a part in it him-
felf.

Thus encouraged, his genius ripened apace,
and his comedy, intitled, Every Man in his

.Humour, made its appearance on the fame

ftage in 1598. This was ‘followed .the next
year by Every Man out of his Humour. And

he continued, in like manner, to furnith a

new play every year, till he was called off by

.the mafques and entertainments made for the
_reception of king James I. on his acceflion to
the throne of England, He was continually

retained
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retained in this employ, on all occafions, du-
ring his whole life afterward.

But thefe flighter efforts of his mufe did not
wholly occupy his genius. Both inclination
and ambition concurred in prompting him to
the graver and weightier works of the drama.
Accordingly, in 1605, came out his comedy of
Volpone, or the Fox ; which being wholly
finithed in the fpace of five weeks, did not
hinder him from indulging the fournefs of his
temper, in a fatirical comedy, called, Eaftward -
Hoe, written about this time againft the
Scotch nation, In this piece of intempe-
rance, Chapman and Marfton were his coad-
jutors ; and they were all three committed to
prifon, and brought in danger of lofing
their ears- and nofes in the pillory ; but, how-
ever, had the good fortune to obtain a par-
don.

T'o repair this fault, Johnfon facrificed both
his time and his mufe, almoft intirely, to gra-
tify the tafte of the court in mafques, for fome
years ; {o that his next play did not make its
appearance till 1609. But he made fome
amends for the length of this interval, by the
perfe&tion of the piece, which he intitled,
Epicene, or the Silent Woman this being ge-
nerally efteemed the moft exa@ and finithed
comedy that our nation hath produced. And
the next year he brought forth The Alche-
mift, one of the beft of his comedies; but
that was followed the enfuing vear, 1611, by

the worft of his tragedies, intitled Cataline,
Vor, V, E In

[ ———
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In 1613 our author took a tour to Paris,
where he was admitted to an interview-and
converfation with cardinal Perron, whom he
treated with all that franknefs and bluntnefs
which was fo much his nature. It was about
this time that he commenced a quarrel with
Inigo Jones, whom he therefore made’ the
fubject of his ridicule, in his next comedy,
called Bartholomew-Fair, afted in 1614.
That was fucceeded by The Devil’s an Afs,
in 1616. This year he publifhed his works
in one folio volume ; and the poct-laureat’s
falary, of an hundred marks per annum, was
fettled upon him for life, by king James I.
the fame year.

Crowned with thefe honours by his prince, -
he faw the moft diftinguithed wits of his time
crowcing his train and courting his acquain-
tance. And, in that {pirit, he was invited
to Chrift-Church in Oxford, by Dr. Corbet,
then fenior-ftudent of that college. Our poet
gladly accepted the invitation ; -and, having
pafied fome time in_cultivating his mufe in
that delightful feat, he received an. additional
atteftation of his merit froma the univerfity,
who prefented him with the honorary degree
of mafter of arts, at thea&t in 1619. On the
death of the laureat, Samuel Daniel, in Oéto-
ber following, Johnfon fucceeded to that poft,
the duty of which had been chiefly performed
by him along time before,

The year had not yet expired, when our
now crowned laureat took a tour into Scotland,

on .
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on purpofe to wifit a favourite brother-poet,
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden in that coun-
try. He pafled {ome ‘months with this ingenious
friend, to whom he opened his heart with a
moft unreferved freedom and confidence, the
fiveeteft gift of friendfhip. Our author was
much pleafed with the adventures of this jour-
ney, and celebrated them in a particular
poem ; which, with feveral more of his pro-
du@ions, being accidentally burnt, about two
or three years afterwards, that lofs drew from
him a poem, which he called, An Execration
upon Vulcan. He feems to have let no year
pafs without the amufement of writing fome
of thefe {maller pieces. And thofe, with the
mafques, which the office of poet-laureat then
particularly called for every Chriftmas, filled
up the interval: to the year 1625 ; when his
“comedy, intitled, "The Staple of News, ap-
peared upon the ftage. - Not long afterwards
he fell into an ill ftate of health, which, how-
ever, did not hinder thedifcharge of his duty
at court. And he found time alfo. to gratify
the ‘more agreeable exercife of play-writing ;
fory ini' 1629, he brought another comedy,
called, The New Inn, or the light Heart,
to the theatre, » But here his adverfaries pre-

7 vailed over him ; the play was hifled out of
; the houfe on its firft appearance there ; and
1 our laureat had recourfe to his pride for a re-

venge, which'dictated an ode to himfelf, threat-
" Ning to leave 'the ftage.  This ceconomy hav-
1, g reduced his finances to.'a ‘low ebb, the
- ! sk S P king
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king gracioufly fent him a purfe of an hundred
pounds. That goodnefs was properly and in
chara&er repaid by an epigram, addreffed to
his royal benefattor, which, for fome fpecial
reafons, 1s inferted here.

Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace,
Annexed to thy perfon and thy place,

>Tis not enough (thy piety is fuch)

To cure the called king’s-evil with a touch,
But thou wilt yet a kingly maf’ry try,

‘To cure the poet’s evil, poverty :

And in thefe cures doft to thyfelf enlarge,
As thou doft cure our evil at thy charge.

Nay, and in this thou fhew’ft to value more,
One poet, than of other folksten fcore.

O piety ! fo to weigh the poor’s eftates,

O bounty ! fo to difference therates.

‘What can the poet wifh his king may do,

But that he cure the people’s evil too ?

But his majefty’s manificence did not ftop
here ; he augmented the laureat’s falary of
an hundred marks, to an hundred pounds a
year, together with the addition of a tierce of
canary wine; which penfion has been conti-
nued to his fucceflors in that office ever fince,
Our poet drew up a petition for thisfavour, in
the following form:

The humble petition of poor Ben,
To th’ beft of menarchs, mafters, men,
King Charles.

Doth
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Doth moft humbly fhew it,

To your majefty, your poet:
That whereas your royal father
James the bleffed, pleafed the rather,
Of his {pecial grace to letters,
To make all the mufes debtors
To his bouuty : by extenfion
Of a free poetic penfion,
A large hundred marks annuity,
To be given mein gratuity,
For done fervice, and to come:
And that thisfo accepted fum ;
Or difpenfed in books or bread,
(For on both the mufe was fecd)
Hath drawn on me from the times,
All the envy of the rhimes,
And the rat’ling pit-pat noife
Of the lefs poetic boys,
When their pot-guns aim to hit,
With their pellets of finall wit,
Parts of one (they judg’d) decay’d,
But we laft out ftill unlay’d.

' Pleafe your majefty to make,
Of your grace, for goodnefs’ fake,
Thofe your father’s marks your pounds
Let their {pite (which now abounds)
Then go on, and do its worft,
This would all their envy burft :
And fo warm the poet’s tongue,
You’ll read: a fnake in his next fong.

King Charles the firfi’s perfonal charafer
makes it no improbable fuppofition, that thefe
E3 alts
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adts of favour might be in fome meafure the
effetts of his compaifion for this fervant, who
began now to fink into a vifible decay both
of ‘body and mind. ’Tis true, we have
two comedies wrote by him afterwards ; but
they are fuch, as hath not been unfitly called
his dotage ; and he found himfelf under a re-
ceffity of abfolutely laying down his pen foon
after the year 1634.

His diforder was. the palfey, which put a
period to his life in Auguft 1637, in the fixty-
third year of his age. He was interred three
days afterwards in Weftminfter Abbey, at the
north weft end, ncar the belfrey.; Over his
grave was laid a common  pavement.flone,
with this laconic infeription, O rare ‘Beu.
Jchafon. Tt was done at the experce of Mr,
(afterwards Sir) John Young, of GreatiNiil-
ton in Oxfordfhire,  But a:nucl betier mo.
nument was raifed. to his memory fix menths
afterwards, when there came out.a coilection
of elegies ‘and poems, intitled, Johnfonicus
Verbius: or, the Memory of Ben. Johnfon
revived by the Friends of the Mufes, And
prefently after, there was a defign fet.on toot
to erect a marble monument with his ftatue,
and a confiderable fum of money was colieted
for the purpofe ; but the breaking .out.of ithe
sebellion prevented the carrying it into execu-
tion, and the money was returned. ‘The buit,
in bas-relieve, with- the former infcription
under it, that is now fixed to the wall in the
Poets Corner, near the fouth-eait entrance 1n

ta
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to the abbey, was fet up by that great patron
of learning, the fecond earl of Oxford, of the
Harley family.

As to our poet’s own family, it became ex-
tin® in him, for he furvived-all his children.
As'to his perfon and chara@er, if we may de-
pend on his own defcription, his body was
large, corpulent, and bulky, and his counte-
nance hard and rocky ; fo that his figure great-
ly refembled that of Sir John Falftaff, and
confequently could not be much lefs apt to
raife laughter.  Nor was the caft of his tem-
per and natural dilpofition at all more refpec-
table, as reprefented by his friend Mr. Drum-
mond, who cbferves him to be ¢ A great
lover and praifer of himfelf; a contemner and
{corner of others ; chufing rather to lofe his
friend than his jeft ; jealons of every word
and a&ion of thofe about him, efpecially af-
ter drink, which was one of the elements in
which he lived ; a diffembler of the parts
which reigned in him ; a bragger of fome
good that he wanted ; he thought nothing
right, but what either himfelf or fome of his
friends had faid ‘or done. He was paflionatcly
kind'and angry ; carelefs cither to pain or
keep; vindictive, but if he was well aniwered,
greatly fhagrined ; interpreting the beft fay:
Ings and deeds often to the worit. He was for
any religion, being verfed in both; oppreficd
with fancy, which over-maftered his reafon ;
a general difeafe among the poets.” He had
a very flrong memory ; for he tells us him{&!f

| B n
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in his Difcoveries, that in his youth he could
have repeated whole books that he had read,
and poems of fome fele€t friends, which he
thought worth charging his memory with.

As o his genius, the charaéter of it, in re-
fpet to dramatic poetry, has been already
touched upon. To which muft be added Mr,
Pope’s remark, that, ¢ When our author got
poileflion of the ftage, he brought critical
learning into vogue ; and that this was not
done without difficulty, which appears from
thofe frequent leffons (and indeed almoft de-
clamations) which he was forced to prefix to
his fift plays, and put into the mouths of his
adtors, the grex, chorus, &c. to remove the
prejudices and reform the judgment of his
hearers. ’Till then the Englith authors had
no thoughts of writing upon the model of the
ancients : cheir tragedies were only hiftories
in dizlogue, and ‘their comedies followed the
thicad of any novel as they found it, no lefs
implicitly thanif it had been true hiltory.”

Ben. Johnfon appears to have had no nice
ear for poetry ; however, Mr. Drummond de-
clares that his inventions wers fmooth and
eafy. He does not appear to have had much
conception of thofe breaks and refts, or of
adapting the found of his verfe to the fenfe,
which are the chief beauties of our beft and
modern poets. ’Tisuniverfally agreed, with
his laft-mentioned friend, that tranflation or
imitation was his moft diftinguithed talent,

“wherein he excelled all his contemporaries ;

and
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and befides his new-forming our drama after
the ancient models, he gave us the firft Pin-
daric ode in the Englifhv language that has a.
juft claim to that title.

After the edition of hisworks already men-
tioned, they were reprinted in 1716, in fix
volumes oétavo; and another edition has been
lately printed in 1756, feven volumes o&avo,
with fome notes and additions by P. Whalley,
late fellow of St. John’s college in Oxford 3
who hath likewife inferted Johnfon’s comedy,
intitled, The Cafe is Alter’d, not in any for-
mer edition. And fince this laft editor de=
clares, he fhould not have'omitted our author’s
verfes, prefixed to May’s tranflation of Lucan,

. bad they come to his hands in time, we have
thought proper not'to conclude this memoir,
without inferting a copy of thofe verfes;

To my chofen friend,
The learned: tranilator of Lucan,
Thomas May, Efg;

When, Rome, I read thee in thy mighty pair,.
And fee both climbing up the {lippery ftair
Of fortune’s wheel, by Lucan driven about;
And the world init, 1 began to doubt,

At every line fome pin thereof fliould flack
At leaft, if not the general engine crack ;
But when again I view the parts fo poiz’d
And thofé in number fo, and meafure rais’d 3
As neither Pompey’s popularity,

Cxfar’s ambition, Cato’s liberty,

: Bog Calm:
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Calm Brutus’ tenor ftart, but all along

Keep due proportion in the ample fong.

It makes me, ravifh’d with juft wonder,  cry,

What mufe, or rather god of harmony,

Tavght Lucan thefe true deeds? Replies my

: fenfe,

What gods but thofe of arts and eloguence ?

Phacbus and Hermes? they whofe tongue or
en,

Are fhill thg interpreters *twixt godsand men.

But who hath them interpreted, and brought, .

Lucan’s whole frame unto us, and fo wrought,

As not the {malleft joint, or gentlelt word,

In the great mafs, or machine, there is flirr’d.

The felf fame genius, {o the work will fay,

The fon tranflated, or the fon of May.

Your true friend to judgment,

BEN. JoHNSON.

There is reafon to believe that he had a de-
fign to write an epic poem, and was to call it
Chrologia, or the Worthies of his country, all
in couplets, as he detefted all other rhime.
it 1s likewife faid, that he a&ually wrote a dif-
courfe on poetry, both againft Campion and
Daniel, efpecially the laft, where he proved
cowplets to be the beft fort of verfes.
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P e " EIPFEWorF

Sir Francis Bacon:

RANCIS BACON was the youngeft
fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper,
and afterwards Jord high-chancellor, in the
reign of queen Elizabeth, by his fecond wife,
who was daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke,
preceptor to Edward VI. - Sir Nicholas ap-
pears to have been a man of wit as well as in-
tegrity and learning ; for, when the queen,
ina vifit to him at his feat in Hertfordthire,
toid him, fhe thought his houfz too little for
him; ¢ No, madam,” replied he, ¢ but your
majefty has made me too great for my heufe.”
And his lady too was a woman of great learn-
ng, having tranfllated from the Latin bithop
Jewel’s Apology for the Church of England.
Their youngeft fon, Francis, was born “at.
York-houfe, in the Strand, on the twenty-{e-
cond of January, 1561 ; the brightnefs of
whofe parts began early to appear: infomuch
that queen Elizabeth herfelf, while he was but
a boy, took a particular delight in trying him
with queftions ; and received fo much fatii-
fi}&ion from the good fenfe and manlinefs of
h1§ anfwers, that the was wont to call him; in
mirth, her young lord-keeper. Among others,
the having one day afked him, how old he
i 7, Lo was;
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was; he anfwered readily, ¢ Jaft two years
younger than your majefty’s happy reign.”

His proficiency in learning was fo rapid,
that, in the twelfth year of his age, he was
entered a ftudent of Trinity.college, Cam-
bridge ; and went through all his courfes
there by the time he was fixteen ; when his
father fent him to Paris, and recommended him
to Sir Amias Powlet, then the queen’s ambaf-
fador in France, who took particular notice of
bim.

Whilf abroad, he did not fpend his time,.
as our young gentlemen ufually do, in learn-
ing the vices, fopperies, and follies of foreign~
ers; but in ftudying their conftitution of go-
vernment and manners, and the chara&ers and’
views of their princes and minifters ; and, in
the nineteenth year of his age, he wrote a pa-
per of obfervations on the tiien general ftate
of Europe, which is flill extant among his
works.

On the twentieth of February, 1579, our
ycung gentleman’s father, Sir Nicholas Bacon,.
died, atter having held the feals as keeper, or

. chancellor, for twenty years; but, as queen
Elizabeth’s reign was more remarkable for her
minifters gaining honour than for their gaining
riches,. he left his fon Francis, who was the
youngelt of five, bat a very fmall fortune;
fo that he was obliged to betake himfelf to the
profeflion of the law for a. fubfiftence: for
which purpofe he entered himfelf of Gray’s-
Xun, and foon became {o eminent in that pro-

feflion,
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feflion, that, at the age of twenty-eight, he
was appointed by queen Elizabeth her learned
council extraordinary.

As Sir William Cecil, lord-treafurer to
queen Elizabeth, afterwards lord Buarleigh,
had married our young gentleman’s aunt, or
mother’s fifter, he frequently applied to him.
for fome place of credit and fervice in the
ftate; but Sir William never got any thing for
him, except the reverfion of the office of re-
gifter to the Star-chamber, then reckoned
worth one thoufand fix hundred pounds a year,.
which did net fall to him till near twenty
years afterwards; and, ashe probably thought
himfelf negleéted by his uncle, he attached
himfelf ftrongly to the earl of Effex ; which
of courfe made his uncle, and alfo his coufin,
Sir Robert Cecil, his enemy; for, when
the earl, a little before his fall,. warmly fol-
licited his being made follicitor-general, it
was oppofed by his coufin, Su " Robert, who
reprefented: him. to the queen as a man of
mere fpeculation,. and more likely to diftra&
her affairs than to ferve her ufefully and with
judgment: and, as the earl found he could
not ferve him in this way, he gave him a re=
compence out of his own eftate, by making
him a prefent of Twitenham-park and its gar-
den of paradife.

Upon this unfortunate nobleman’s fall, Mr..
Bacon, as one of the queen’s council, was
employed by the crown, along with Sir Ed-
ward- Coke, the attorney-general, to mana%.c

the
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the trial againft: his lordfhip ; and ambition
got fo far the better of his ‘gratitude, that he
not only accepted of the employment, but,
after the earl’s execution, he, at the defire of
the minifters, wrote and publithed that piece,
ftill extant among his works, entitled, A
Declaration of the Treafon of Robert, earl of
Efex.

This quite ruined himin the public efteem,
which was probably the defign of the mini-
fters, and perhaps did him no fervice in the
opinion of his fovereign ; but fuch was the
brightnefs of his parts, that he foon recovered
both in the next reign ; for he was knighted
by king JamesI. {oan after his acceflion ;
in 1607, he was made follicitor-general ; and,
in 1613, when he was made attorney-general,
[l bis chara&er with the public was fo well re-
i eftablithed, that, upon a queftion in the houfe
) of commons; whether the attorney-general

could be a member of the houfe, as he was an
officer who was obliged to attend upon the
other ; the queftion was carried in the affirma-
tive, out of a particular regard to him; and
it was therefore declared that it fhould be no
precedent. :

With regard to politics, Sir Francis Bacon
appears to have been a mere time-ferver, an
humble fuitor to every minifter he thought up-
permoft, and his profecutor as foon as down.
His behaviour towards the earl of Eflex we
have already feen. After that earl’s death, he
attached himfelf to his coufin, Sir Robert
Cecil, .
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Cecil, fecretary of ftate, and afterwards earl
of  Salifbury,  though he knew him to be pri-
vately no true {riend j and, accordingly, du-
ting his life, he never rofe higher than to be
follicitor-general.. He then made his court to
the earl of Somerfet, who had become a fa-
vourite, and was created viicount Rochefter,
jult before the death of Salifbury ; and by his
means. it probably was that Sir Francis was
made attorney-general ; a place then worth
fix hundred pounds a year, as he himfelf ac-
knowledged.

Upon Somerfet’s fall, Sir Francis Bacon,
then attorney-general, became one of his chief
profecutors; and, from that time, began to
make his court to Villiers, afterwards duke of
Buckingham ; to whom he was fo fubfervient,
that he fubmitted to be a fort of fteward for
thofe great eftates beftowed upon this young
favourite by the king. FHowever, it appears
from his letters, and other writings, that he
generally gave good advice to his patrons 3
but, when he found that they would not fol-
low his, he was ready to follow theirs without
referve ; though it does not appear that he
was any way concerned in the treafonable prac-
tices of the earl of Effex ; which was, perhaps,
more owing to his want of courage than his
want of ambition.

As Sir Francis was extremely fubmiflive,
and often ufeful to his patrons; {o he was di-
ligent, and but too ready to ufe any means,
for getting the better of “thofe he thought his

rivals 3
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rivals ; as appeared upon the refignation of
the old lord-chancellor Egerton in 1617+ The
feals he was highly ambitious of ; and, as he
looked upon Sir Edward Coke as his rival,
he took care to reprefent him to the king and
Buckingham, as one' who abounded in his
own fenfe, and who, by an affe@ation of po-
pularity, was likely to court the good will of
the people at the hazard of the prerogative.
In this he was the more eafily believed, as Sir
Edward had been but the year before chief-
jaftice, becaufe the minifters found him not fo
dudtile as they inclined he fhould.

Accordingly the feals were delivered to Sir
Francis, with the title of lord-keeper ; and,
as Buckingham found him ready to put the
feals to every patent, and every thing he de-
fired, he got him created lord-high-chancellor
of England, and baron of Veralam, in 1619 3
and, the year following, vifcount of St. Al-
bans. / -

How fhort-lived do we often find human:
greatne(s ! In 1621, king James was forced:
to call a parliament ; and; as the nation was.

- ‘highly diffatisfied with the condu&. both of

Buckingham-and the chancellor, the houfe of
commors fet on foot a ftrict {crutiny. into the:
conduct or both. . King James wanted money-
fo much, that he could not diffolve them ; but,.
to divert them from the profecution of his fa-
vourite, Buckingham, the monopolies and il-
legal patents were “all' cancelled and recalled:
by proclamation ; and the court permitted,.

ander--
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under-hand, the profecution of the chancellor:
In confequence of which, he was impeached
by the houfe of commons of corrupt praices,
1n caufes depending before him, as chicf judge
of equity ; fo entirely had he loft that great
charatter, which, but feven years before, he
had among the commons, when he was made
attorney-general,

As the couit thought that his condemnation
and punifhment would fatisfy the commpons,
and divert them entirely from the profecution
of Buckingham ; but were at the fame time
afraid, that, if he appeared and flood upon
his defence, his eloquence, and what he had
to offer againit the charge, might procure an
acquittal, they commanded him not to appear
in perfon, but to fend 2 confeflion of all he
Was acculed of to the houfe in writing 3 which
arbitrary command he was {o faint-hearted as
to corply with, trufting to the kiag’s promife,
that he fhould have a pardon, and a remiffion
of his fine, together with a penfion during
Iife ; and, uron his confeflion, he was fen-
tenced to pay a fine of forty thoufand pounds;
to be imprifoned iu the Tower during the
King’s pleafure ; to be for ever incapable of
any office, place, or employment in the com-
Mmonwealth 5 and never to fit again in parlia-
ment, or come within the verge of the court,

Thus this great man was made the {cape-
goat; as it often happens, for a higher crimi-
nal; and, though he had, ir his life-time,
80t a great deal of money by his pofts. and

his
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his profeflion, for he was in every great caufe
that happened whillt he was ‘at the bar, yet
he had purchafed but a very fmall eftate of
about fix hurdred pounds a year ; and was fo
far from having any ready-money, that he
was confiderably in debt; occafioned by his
indulgence to his fervants, and by his being
cheated and defrauded by them : nay, his
condemnation was chiefly owing to their ex-
a&tions and the bribes they had taken whilft
he was chancellor, though it is plain he was
not influenced by them in his decrees, as no
one of them was ever reverfed. And. at laft,
he became fenfible of his error with refpe& to
his fervants; for, during his profecution, as
ﬁ% he was paffing through a room where they

il were fitting, upon fight of him they all ftood
it up ; on which he cried, ¢ Sit down my maf-
14 ters ; your rife hath been my fall.”

[ The king foon releafed bim from the Tower,
' made a grant of his fine to fome truftees for his
| benefit, and fettled upon him a penfion of one

; thoufand eight hundred pounds a year ; but,

|

as he applied moft of his inccme to the pay-
i ment of his debts, he lived always after in a
g very mean condition; and,’ though the king,
S in a very fhort time' afterwards, grantd hima
\ | full and ‘entire pardon of his whole fentence 3

; whereupon he was fummoned to the firft par-

il liament of king CharlesI. yet he did not live
. | long to: enjoy thefe favours; for, as he was
A mai«;ing forme experiments  at_Highgate, he
i ' was fuddenly ftruck in the head and ﬁomachd;
l < and,
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and, being carried to the earl of Arnndel’s
houfe there, he expired; alter a week’s illnefs,
on the ninth of April, 1626, withoat any if-
fue by his wife, who was a daughter of alder-
man Barnham, of London, whom he married
when about the age of forty, and with whom
he received a plentiful fortune.

Notwithftauding the great harry and bufile
he appears to have been concerned in, from
his firft entering upon bufinefs, to the moment
of his condemnation j yet, even ‘during that
bufy time, he ofter empioyed himfelf in mak-
Ing experiments, and publithed' fome of his
philofophical works ; which is.a proof of the
Valt extent of his genias,

Yrom them it appears, that he may juftly be
teckoned the chief among thofe who firft be-
£an to free the world from the flavith chains
of the old fcholaftic lzarning, and to introduce
tree philofophy and ufeful knowledge ; there-
fore, whatever he may have deferved for his
politics from the generation in which he lived,
to pofterity his memory has been, and will al-
Ways be, {acred.

To conclude, his chara@er feems to have
been a perfect contraft ; for he appears to have
been ambitious, yet daftardly ; ftudious, yet
b-uitling; avaritious, yet negligent of money ;
Virtuous, yet venal ; fond of a charader, yet
'eady to facrifice it upon every occafion ; and
 a penetrating and folid judgment in all forts
of literature, but weak in the conduét of life,
Ifhe had confined his ambition to that of be.-

ng
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ing a great philofopher and a learned man, as
he had friends enough' to have provided for
him in fome fine-cure poft that would have
furnifhed him a handfome fubfiftence, he might
have lived happily, and ‘died with glory un-
fullied ; but he affeted to be a ftatefman, and
might indeed have been a ufeful minifter to 2
great and wife prince 3 but, as his lot was un-
der a weak one, and, as he had not the refo-
lution to adhere to the counfels he gave, he
lived in continual agonies, and died under a
public reproach.

How common 1s it for men, even of the moit
fhining talents, to miftake the true road to
happinefs !
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Tue LIFE or

GeorGE ViLLIERS.
(Written by a courtier of thofe times.)

EorcE VirvLiers, duke of Bucke

ingham, was born in the year 1592, on
the twentieth of Auguft, at Brookeby in Lei-
cefterfhire, where his anceftors had chiefly
continued about the fpace of four hundred
years, rather without obfcurity, than with any
great luftre, after they had long before been
feated at Kinalton in the county of Notting-
ham, He was the third fon of George Vil-
Liers, knight, and Mary,late countefs of Buck-
ingham, and daughter to Anthony Beaumont
of Coleorton, Efg; names on either fide well
known of ancient extradion. He was nur-
tured where he had been born, in his firft ru-
diments, till the years of ten; and from thence
fent to Billifden-fchool in the fame county,
wherehe was taught the principles of mufic, and
other {light literature, till the thirteenth of his
age; at which time his father died. Then
his beautiful and provident mother (for thofe
attributes will not be denied her) took him
home to her houfe at Goodby, where fhe had
him in efpecial care ; fo as he was firft (as

we
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we may fay) a domeflic favourite ; but finding
him (as it thould fcem) by nature little ftu-
dious and contemplative, fhe chofe rather to
endue him with converfive qualities and or-
naments of youth, as dancing, fencing, and

- the like ;' not' withiout'aim. then, perchance,

(though far off ) at a courtier’s life : to which
leflons he had fuch a.dextrous proclivity, as
his teachers were fain ‘to reftrain his forward-
nefs ; to the end that his brothers, who were
under the fame training, 'might hold pace with
him,

About the age of eighteen, he travelled into
France, where heimproved himfelf well in the
language, for one that had fo little gramatical
foundation : but more in the exercifes of that
nobility, for the {pace of three years, and yet
came home in his natural plight, without-af:
feted forms (the ordinary difeafe of travel-
lers).  After his return, he pafled again one
whole year (as before) at Goodby, under the
wing and counfels of his mother: and then
was forward to.become a fuitor at London to
Sir Roger Afhton’s daughter, a 'gentleman of
the bed-chamber :to king ' James, and: 'mafter
of the robes. About which time,  he fell into
intrinfical fociety with Sir John'Greham; then
one of the gentlemen of his majefty’s privy-
chamber : who, I. know not upon what lu-
minaries he efpied in his face, diffuaded him
from mazrriage, and gave him rather encou-
ragement:to woo fortune in court,” Which ad-
vice funk well into his fancy’; for within fome

I while,
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while, the king had taken upon certain glances
(whereof the firft was at Apthorpe, in a pro-
grefs) fuch liking of his perfon, that he re-
folved to make him a malter-piece, and to
mould him, as-it were, platonically to his
own idea. Neither was his majefty content
only to be the archite& of his fortune, without
putting  his gracious hand likewife to fome
part of the work itfelf. Tnfomuch as it pleaf-
ed him to defcend, and to avail his goodnefs
even to the giving of his forefaid friend, Sir
John Greham, fecret direétions, how, and by
what degrees he fhould bring him into favour,
But this was quickly difcovered by him, who
was thenas yet in fome poffeflion of the king’s
heart. For there is nothing more vigilant,
nothing more jealous than a favourite, efpe-
cially towards the waining-time and fulpet of
fatiety. So as many arts were ufed to difcufs
the beginning of new affeGtion. All which,
notwithftanding, there was conveyed to Mr.
Villiers an intimation of the king’s pleafure to
wait, and to be fworn his fervant; and fhortly
after, his cup-bearer at large ; and the fum-
mer following he was admitted into ordinary,
After which time favours came thick upon
him (liker main fhowers, than {prinkling
drops or dews) for the next St. George’s-day
he was knighted, and made gentleman of the
king’s bed-chamber ; and the very fame day
ad an annual penfion given him, for his bet-
ter fupport, of one thoufand. pounds, out of
the court of wards.
Ay
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At New-year’s-tide following, the king
chofe him matfter of the horfe. After this he
was inftalled of the moft noble order. And in
the next Auguft he created him baron of
Whaddon, and vifcount Villiers. In January
of the fame year, he was advanced earl of

~ Buckingham, and fworn here of his majefty’s

privy-council ; as if a favourite were not fo
before.

The March enfuing, he attended the king
into Scotland, and was likewife fworn a coun-
fellor in that kingdom; where he carried him-

felf with fingular fweetnefs of temper, as it

bchoved him, being new in favour, and fuc-
ceeding one of their own, to ftudy a mode-
rate ftile among thofe generous fpirits.

About New-year’s-tide, after his return
from thence, (for thofe beginnings of years
were very propitious to him, as if kings did
chufe remarkable days to inaugurate their fa-
vours, that they may appear ats as well of
the times, as of the will) he was created mar-
quis of Buckingham, and made lord-admiral
of England ; chiefjuftice in eyre of all the

arks and forefts on the fouth fide of Trent s
mafter of the King’s-bench office, (none of
the unprofitable pieces); head fteward of Weft-
minfter, and conftable of Windf{or-caftle.

But thefe offices and dignities already re-
hearfed, and thofe of the like nature, which
fhall after be fet down in their place; were
but the facings, or fringes, of his greatnefs,

i
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in comparifon ‘of that truft which his moft
gracious mafter did caft upon him in the one-
and-twentieth year of his reign, when he
made him the chief concomitant of his heir
apparent, ‘and only fon, Charles, prince of
Wales, in ajourncy of much adventare, and
which (to fhew the firength of his privacy)
had been before not communicated with any
other of his majefty’s moft referved counfellors
at home, being carried ‘with great clofenefs,
likera'bufinefs of love than flatc; as it was in.
the firlt intendment.

They began their motion in the year 1623}
on Tuefday the eighteenth of February, from
the marquifs his houfe of late purchafe, at
New Hall in Eflex, fetting out with difguifed
beards, andwith berrowed names of Thomas and
John Smith.. And then attended with none,
but Sir Richard Greham, mafter of the horfe
to the ‘marquifs, and' of inward truft about
him. When' they paffed the river againft
Gravefend, for lack of filver, they were fain
1o give the ferry-man a piece of two-and.thir-
ty fhillings, which firuck the poor fellow into
fuch a melting tendernefs, that fo good gen-
tlemen fhould be going (for fo he fefpected)
about fome quarrel beyond fea, as he could
not forbear to acquaint the officers of the town
with what had betallen him, who fent prefently
Poft for their flay at Rochefter, through which
they were pafled 'before any intelligence could
arnve.  On the brow of ‘the hill beyond that
City, they were fomewhat perplexed by efpy-
Hi¥oL, V. F ing
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ing the French ambaflador, with the king’s
coach, and other attending him, which made
them baulic the beaten road, and teach poft
hackneys to leap hedges.

At Canterbury, whither fome voice (as it
fhould feem) was run on before, the mayor of
the town came himfelf to feize on them, as
they were taking freth horfes, in a blunt man-
ner, alledging firft a warrant to ftop them,
from the council, next from Sir Lewis Lewk-
ner, maiter of the ceremonies, and laftly from
Sir Henry Manwaring, then lieutenat of Do-
ver Caftle. At all which confufed fitions, the
marquifs had no leifure to laugh, but thought
beft to difmafk his beard, and fo told hnn,
that he was going covertly with fuch {flight
company, to take a fecret view (being admi-
ral) of the forwardnefs of his majefty’s fleet,
which was then in preparation on the narrow
feas : this, with much ado, did fomewhat
handfomely heal the difguifement. On the
way afterwards, the baggage poft boy, who
had been at court, got (I know not how)
a glimmering who they were; but his mouth
was eafily fthut. 'To Dover, through bad
horfes and thofe petty impediments, they came
not before fix at night ; where they found Sir
Francis - Cottington, then fecretary to the
prince, now baron of Hanworth, and Mr.
Endymion Porter, who had been fent before
to provide a veflel for their tranfportation.
The forefaid knight was conjoined for the
nearnefs of his place on the prince’s affairs 3

an
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and for his long refidence in the court of
Spain, where he had gotten fingular crediteven
with that cautious nation, by the temper of his
carriage, Mr. Porter was taken in, not only
as a bed-chamber fervant of confidence to his
highnefs, but likewife as a neceflary and ufeful
intrument, for his natural fkill in the Spanifh
tongue, And thefe five were at the firlt the
whole parade of his journey.

The next morning, for the night was tem-
peftuous, on the ninetecenth of the aforefaid
month, taking fhipping at Dover about fix
of the clock, they landed the fame day at Bou-
logne in France, near two hours after noon 3
Teaching Monftruel that night (like men of
difpatch) and Paris the fecond day after, being
Friday the one-and-twentieth. But fome three
poits before, they had met with two German
gentlemen that came newly from England,
where they had feen at New-market the prince
and the marquifs taking coach together with
the King, and retaining fuch a ftrong impref-
fion of them both, that they now bewrayed
fome knowledge of their perfons; but were
out-faced by Sir Richard Greham, who would
needs perfuade them they were miftaken.
Which in truth is no very hard matter, for the
very ftrangenefs of the thing itfelf, and almoft
the impoffibility to conceive fo great a prince
and favourite {o fuddenly metamorphofed into
travellers, with no greater train, was enough
to make any man living unbelieve his fenfes,

B At
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At Paris the king {pent one whole day te
give his mind fome contentment in viewing of
a famous city and court, which was a neigh-
bour to his futare cftates.  But for their bet-
ter veiling of their vifages, his highuefs; and
the marquifs bought each of them a periwig,
{fomewhat to overfhadow their, foreheads. OFf
the Kirg they got a fight after dinner in a
galiery, where he was folacing himfelf with
familiar pleafures.” And of the queen-mother
as fhe was at her own table; in neither place
defcried, no, rot by monfieur Cadinet, who
faw them in both, and had beenlately ambaf-
fador in England. “Towards evening, by a
meer chance, in appearance, thcugh under-
lined with a providence, they hada full fight
of the queen-infanta, and of the princefs Hen-
rietta Maria, with other great ladies, at_the
practice of a mafquing dance, which was then
in preparation; having over-heard two gen-
tlemen who were tending towards that fight,
after whom tliey prefled, and were let in by the
duke De Mount Bafon, the queen’s lord-cham-
berlain, out of humanity to ftrangers, when
divers of the French went by.

From the next day, when they departed at
three of the clock in the morning from Paris,
the twenty-third of February, were fpent fix
days at Bayone, the laft town of France, hav-
ing, before, at Bourdeaux, bought them five
riding-coats, all of one colour and fafhion,
in a kind of noble fimplicityy where Sir

Francis
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Francis Cottington was cmrloyed in a fuir
maaner to kecp them from being entertained
by the duke De Kipernon, telling him. they
Were gentlemen of mean degree, and formed
yetto little courtthip, who perchance might
otherwife (biing himflf no {uperficial man
I the prattices of the world) have picreed
fomewhat deeper than their out-fide.

They' were now entered into the deep tima
of lent, and could get mo ficih''in thewr inns,
threup‘;n feil out a pleafant patlage ; ‘i hicrd
Was near Bayone an herd of goats with their
Jeung ones, upon which fight, the faid Sir
Richard Greliam tells the marquifs, he would
foap one‘of the kids, and make fome fhift to
Carry him' clofe to their lodging. Which the
Prince over.hearing, Why Richard, fays he,
do you think you may practice here your old
tricks again upon the borders? Upon which
words, they firft gave the goat-heard good
SOntentment, ‘and then while the' marquifs and

15 fervant, being both on foot, were chafing
fhe kid about the ftack, the priace from horfe-
back killed him' in the head witha Scottith
piftol, :

At Bayone, the count De Gramont, gover-
RoF of that jealous key, took an exquifite no-~
tice 'of their perfons and behaviour, and open-
& himfelf to fome of his train, That he
™oughtthem to be gentlemen of much more
Worth than their habits bewrayed ; yet he let
¢ °m courteoufly pafs.  And  four days after
this taey arived at Madrid, being Wednef-

besk day
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daythe fifth of March. Having gone thus far,
1 frall not need'to relate the afliuence of young
nobles and others from hence into Spain, after
the voice of our prince’s being there had been
quickly noifed, and at length believed ; nci-
ther will it be neceflary to confider the arts of
Rome, where now all engines were whetted
(though by the divine blefling very vainly)
when they had gotten a prince of Great Bri-
tain upon catholic ground, as they ufe to
call it.

This, and the whole matter of negociation
there, the open entertainments, the fecret
working, the apprehenfion on both Ades, the
appearance on neither ; and in fum, all the
circumitanges and refpe@ of religion and ftate
intermixed together in that comrmixture, will
better become a royal hiftory, or a council-
table, than a fingle life. Yet we cannotomit
{ome things which intervened at the meeting
of two Pleiades, not unlike that which aftro-
logers call a conjuntion of planets, of no ve-
ry benign afpeét the one to the other; the
marquifs of Buckingham, and the Conde
d’Olivares. They had fome fharper and fome
milder differences, which might eafily hap-

" pen in fuch an intervene of grandees, both
vehement on the parts whick they fwayed.
But the moft remarkable was upun fuppofition
of the Condes, that the marqu:fs had inti-
mated unto her fome hopes of the piince’s
converfion ; which coming into debate, the -
marquils {o roundly difavowed this gilded

dream;
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dream, as Olivares alledged he had given him
La-Mentida, and thereupon forms a compli-
ment to the prince himfelf; which Bucking-
ham denying, and yet Olivares perfilting in the
faid compliment, the marquis, though now iv
frange hands, yet feeing both his honour and
the truth at ftake, was not tender likewile to
engage his life, but replied with {fome heat,
that the Condes afleveration would force him
todo that which he had not done before ; for
now he held himfelf tied in terms of a gentle-
man, to maintain the contrary to bis aflirma-
tive in any fort whatfoever, This was the
higheft and the harfheft point that occurred be-
tiween them ; which that it went fo far, was
not the duke’s fault ; nor his fault neither
(as it fhould feem) that it went no farther.
¥ -

There was another memorable paflage one day
of geatler quality, and yet eager enough. The
C?ﬂdc d’Olivarcs told the marquifs of a cer-
tain flying noife, that the prince did plot to
be fecretly gone : to which the marquifs gave
a well tempered anfwer, That though love had
made his highnefs fteal out of his own coun-
try, yet fear would never make him run out of
Spain in other manner than fiiould become a
prince of his royal and generous virtues.

In Spain they ftayed near eight entire
months, during all which times, who but
Buckingham lay at home under millions of
maledictions ? Which vet, at the prince’s fafe
arrival in the Weft, did dic, and vanifh here
and there igto praifes and eulogies, according

F4. ta
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to the contrary motions of - popular waves»
And now, to fum up the fruit of the journey,
dilcourfes ran thus among the clearelt obfer-
vers. It was faid, that the prince himfelf,
without any imaginable ftain of his religion,
had by the fight of foreign courts, and obfer-
vations of the different natures of people; and
the rules of government, much excited and
awakened his {pirits, and corroborated his
judgment. And as for the marquifs, there
was note taken of two great addittons which
he had pained: Fieft, he was returned with
increafe of title, having there been' made
duke, by patent fenthim, which was the high-
eft degree whereof an Englifh {ubjet could be
capable. - Bat the other was far greater, tho’
clofer; for:by fo long and fo private, and fo
various confociation with a prince of fuch
excellent nature, he had now gotten as it
were two lives in his own. fortune and great-
nefs ; whereas otherwife the eftate of a %avou-
rite is but at beft a tenant at will, and rarely
tran{mitted. Butconcerning the Spanifh'com-
miffion, which ir public conceit was the main
fcope of the journey, that was left in great
fu{pence, and after fome time utterly laid alide ;
which threw the duke, amongft free wits, under
cenfures.

The moft part were apt to believe, that he
had ' brought down fome deep diftafte from
Spain, which exafverated his counfels ; neither
was there wanting fome other that thought

him
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him: not altogether void of a little’ ambition,
to fhew his power cither to knit or diffolve.

Howfoever, the whole fcene of affairs was
changed from Spain to France ; there now lay
the profpe@tive. = Which alteration being ge-
nerally liked, and all alterations of flate being
ever ‘attributed ‘ to ‘the powerfulleft under
princes, - the duke becamne "fuddenly and
firangely gracious among the multitude, and
was even in parliament highly exalted ; fo as
he did feem for a time to have overcome that
nataral incompatibility, which, in the expe-
rience of all ages, hath been noted between
the vulgar and the {overeion favour. =~ But this
was-no more than a:mere bubble or blait, and,
like an-ephemeral fit of applaufe, as will ap-
pear:in the fequel of his life,

After his retarn from Spain, ke was made
lord-warden of the cinque-ports;. (which is, as
it were, a fecond admirzaity) and tteward like-
wife of- the iranour of Hamton-court. Dig-
nities and ofiices! {till growing of trult or pro-
fit; ;and the king now giving not ornly out of
beneficent difpofition, but-a very habitual and
confirmed cuftom.

One year, {ix months, and two days after
the jovful reception of the prince his fon from
*Spain, king James accomplified at Theobalds
his own days.on earth. . Under whom the
duke had irun a long courfe of ealm and
fmooth profperity : I mean long, -for the or-
dinary life of favour; and the more notable,
becaufe it had been withoar any vilible eclipfe

: kD 5 ; of
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or wave in himfelf, amidft divers variations in
others,

The moft important and prefling care of a
new and vigorous king, was his marriage, for
an immediate eftablifhment of the royal line
wherein the duke having had an efpecial hand,
he was fent to condu& hither the princefs
Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter to the
great Henry of Bourbon ; of whom his ma-
Jefty, as hath been faid, had an ambulatory
view in his travels. He was accompanied with
no peer but the earl of Montgomery.

Now this embafly, though it had a private
fhew, being charged with more formality than
matter (for all the effential conditions were
before concluded) could howfoever want no
ornaments or bravery to adorn it. Among
which, it is worthy of a litttle remembrance,
that the duke, one folemn day, gorgeoufly
clad in a fuit all over fpread with diamonds,
and having loft one of them of good value,
perchance as he might be dancing, after his
manner, with lofty motion, it was ftrangely
recovered again the next morning in a court
full of pages : fuch a diligent attendant was
fortune every whereg both abroad and at
home.

After this fair difcharge, all civil honours
having fhowered on him before, there now fell
out great occafions to draw forth his fpirits in-
to aftion ; a breach firft with Spain, and not
long after with France itfeif, notwitftanding
{o firait an affinity fo lately treated with the

“one, and actually accomplithed with the other:

as
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as if, indeed, according to that pleafant maxim
of flate, kingdoms were never married. This
muft of neceflity involve the duke in bufinels
enough to have overfet a lefler veflel, being
the next commander under the crown of ports
and fhips.

But he was noted willingly to embrace thofe
overtures of public employment: for, at the_
parliament at Oxford, his youth and want of
experience in maritime fervice had fomewhat
been fhrewdly touched, even before the fluices
and flood-gates of popular liberty were yst fet
open: fo, as to wipe out that objetion, he
did now mainly attend his charge, by his ma-
jefty’s untroubled and {erene commands, even
in a tempeftuous time.

Now the men fell a rubbing of armour,
which a great while had lain oiled ; the ma-
gazines of munition were viewed ; the officers
of remains called to account ; frequent coun-
cils of war, as many private conferences with
expert feamen ; a fleet in preparation for fome
attempt upon Spain; the duke himfelf perfon-
ally employed to the flates-general; and with
him joined, in full commiffion, the earl of
Holland, a peer both of fingular grace and
folidity, and of all fweet and ferviceable virtue
for public ufe.

Thele two nobles, after a dangerous paf-
fage from Harwich, wherein three of their
fhips were foundered, arrived the fifth day at
the Hague in Holland. Here they were to
€nter a treaty, both with the ftates themfelves,

F 6 and
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and with the minifters of divers allied and con's
federate princes, about a common diverfion:
for the recovery of the palatinate where the
king’s only filter’s dowry had been ravifhed by
the German eagle, mixed with Spanith fea-
thers : a princefs refplendent in darknefs,
and  whofe virtues were born within the
chance, but without the power of For-
tune,

Here it were injurious to overflip a' noble
a& in the duke during this employment.
There was a colletion of certain rare manu-
itripts, exquifitely written in  Arabick; and
fought in‘the moft remote parts by the diii-
genee of Erpenius, the moft excellent linguitt.
Thefe had been left to the widow of the faid
Brpenius, and’were'upon fale to the Jefuits at
Antwerp, liquorifh- chapmen of f{uch ware :
whereof the duke getting knowledge by his
worthy and learned fecretary, do&cr Mafon,
interverted the bargain, and gave the poor
widow for them five hundred pounds ; a {um
above their weight in filver; and a mixed a&
both of bounty and charity ; the more lauda-
ble by being out of his natural element. Thefe
were they which, after his death, were as no-
bly prefented as they had been bought, to the
univerfity of Cambndge, by the dutchefs dow-
ager, as foon as'fhe underftocd, by the afore-
faid docor Mafon, her hufband’s’ intention;
who had a purpofe likewife to raife in the faid
univerfity, whereof he was chanceilor, a fair
cafe for fuch- monuments, and to furnifh it with.

. other
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other choice colle®tions from all parts, at his
own charge. ;

The aforefaid negotiation, though profe-
cuted with heat and probable appearance of
great effects, took up a month before the
duke’s return ; and then at home he met no
good news of the Cadiz attempt. In the pre-
paration  thereof, though he had fpent much:
follicitude, ex officio, yet it principally failed,
as was thought, by late fetting out, and by
fome contrariety of weather at fea ; whereby
the particular defign took vent before-hand ; a
point hardly avoidable in aétions of noife,
efpecially where the great Indian key to all
eabinets is working.

Not long after this, the king, pondering in
his wifdom the weight of his foreign affairs,
found it fit to call a parliament at Wellmin-
fter.  This was that alfembly where there ap-
peared a fudden and marvellous converfion in
the duke’s cafe, from the moit «xzlted (as he
had been both in another parhament,andincom-
mon voice before) to the moii deprefied now 3
as if his condition had been capable of no me-
diocrities : and it could not but troubie him
the more, by happening when he was fo frefhly
returned out of the Low-Country provinces,
out of a meritorious employment in his inward
conceit and hope. = Which being the fingle
example that our: annals have yielded, from
the time of Wiiliam de la Pool, ‘duke of Suf-
foik, under Henry VI. of fuch a concurrence

: . e
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of two extremes, within fo fhort a time, by
moft of the fame commenders and difprovers.
This ftrange phznomenon began from a
travelled do¢tor of phyfic, of bold fpirit and
of able elocution ; who, being returned one of
the burgefles, which was not ordinary in one
of his coat, fell, by a metaphorical allufion,
tranflated from his own faculty, to propound
the duke’s as a2 main caufe of many infirmities
in the ftate, or near that purpofe ; being fure
enough of feconds, after the firt onfet, in the
lower houfe. As for any clofe intelligence
that they had before-hand with fome in the
higher, though that likewife was faid, there
wants ground to afirm, or believe it more
than a general conceit ; which perhaps might
run of the working of envy amongft thofe
that were neareft the obje&, which. we fee fo
familiar, beth in natural and moral caufes.
The duke’s anfwers to his appeachments,
in number thirteen, were very diligently and
civilly couched ; and, though his keart was
big, yet they all favour of an humble fpirit,
one way, equitable confideration, which could
not but poflefs every vulgar conceit, and fome-
what allay- the whole matter; that, in the
bolting and fifting of near fourteen years of
fuch power and favour, all that came out
could not be expe&ed to be pure, and white,
and fine meal; but muft needs have withal
among it a certain mixture of padar and bran,
in this lower age of human fragility, How-

{oever
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foever this tempeft did only fhake and not
rent his fails: for his majetty, confidering
that almoft all his appeachments were without
the compafs of his own reign; and, more-
over, that nothing alledged againft him- had,
orcould be, proved by oath, according to the
conftitution of the houfe of commons ; which
the duke himfelf did not forget in the preface
of his anfwers: and, laftly, having had fuch
experience of -his fidelity, and obfervance
abroad, where he was chief in truft, and in
the participation of all hazards, found himfelf
engaged in honour, and in the fenfe'of his own
natural goodnefs, to fupport him at home from
any further inquietude, and too dear buy his
higheft teftimonies of divers important impu-
tations; whereof the truth is beft known to his
majefty while he was prince,

The fummer following this parliament, af-
ter an embarque of our trading fhips in the
river of Bourdeaux, and other points of fove-
reign affront, there fucceeded the aGtion of
Rheez, wherein the duke was perfonally em-
ployed on either element, both as admiral
and general, with hope in that fervice to re-
Cover the public good will, which he faw, by
his own example, might quickly be won and
loft. ' This action found more honourable cen-
fure, even from fome of the Fre
than it had
home :

nch writers,
generally amongft ourfelves at
+ a3, touching the duke’s own deport-
ment 1n that ifland, there was matter of glor

; g A
and grief fo equally diftributed on both fides,
as




ti2 BRITISH :PLUTARCH.

as if Fortune had meant we fhould quickly be
friends again,

The duke’s carriage was furely noble
throughout. To the gentlemen, of fuir re-
fpect; bountiful to the foldier, according to
any “fpecial value which he fpied in any;
tender and careful of thofe that were hurt; of
unqueftionable courage in himfelf, and rather
fearful of fame than danger. In his counte-
nance, which is the partthat all eyes interpret,
no open alteration, even after the fuccours
which he expeQed did fail kim ; but the lefs
he fhewed without, the more it wrought in-
trinfically, according to the nature of fupprefled
paffions : for certain it is, that, to his often
mentioned fecretary, Dr. Mafon, whom helaid
in'a’'pallet near him, for natural ventilation
of his thoughts, he would, in the abfence of
all other cars and eyes, break out into bitter
and paffionate irruptions, protefting, That
never his difpatches to divers princes, nor the
great bufinefs of a fleet, of an army, of a
fiege, of 'a treaty, of war, of peace, both on
foot together, ‘and all ‘'6f them in his head at
a time, did not fo much break’ his repofe, as
a conceit, That fome at home, under his ma-
Jelty, of whom he had well deferved, were
now content to forget him.

Of their two' forts, he could not take the
‘one, nor would he take the-other’; but, in‘the
-general town, he maintained ‘a fejzare and
pofieflion of the whole three months and eigh-
teea days ; and, at the firlt defcent on ﬂwr!e,
12
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Ire was not immured with a wooden veflel, but
he did countenance the larding 6 his long-
boat ; where fuccecded fuch a defeat of near
two hundred horfe, (and thefe not, by his
guefs, mounted in hafte, but the moft part
gentlemen of family and great refolution). fe-
conded with two thoufand foot, as all cir=
cumitances well ballanced on either fide; may
furely endure a comparifon with any of the
braveft impreflions in antient time.

In the iflue of the whole bufinefs, he feems
charged in opinion with a kind of improvi-
dent confcience, having brought of that with
kim to camp, perchance, too much from a
court where Fortune had never deceived him.
Befides, we muft- confider him yet but rude
in ‘the 'profeffion of arms, though greedy of
honour, and zealous in the caufe.

At his return to Plymouth, a ftrange acci
dent befel him ; perchance not fo worthy o
memory for itfelf, as for that it feemeth to
have a kind of prelude to his final period.

Lord Goring, a gentleman of true honour,
and of vigilant affettions for his friend, fent
to the duke, in all expedition, an exprefs
meffenger, with advifement, to ailure his
own perlon by declining the ordinary road to
London ; for, that he had credible intelli-
gence of a plot againft his life, to be put.in
execution upon him in his faid journey towards
the court,

The duke meeting the meflenger on the
way, read the letter, and fmothering it in his

pockety
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pocket, without the leaft imaginable appre-
henfion, rode forward, his company beingg
about that time, not above feven or eight in
number, and thofe no otherwife provided
for their defence than with ordinary fwords.

After this, the duke had advarced three
miles before he met with an old woman, near
a town in the road, who demanded, Whether
the duke werein the company? and bewraying
fome cfpecial occafion to be brought to him,
was led to his horfz-fide ; where fhe told him,
that, in the very next town where he was to
pafs, fhe had heard fome defperate men vow
his death ; and thereupon would have direéted
him about by a furer way.

This old woman’s cafual accefs, joined with
that deliberate advertifement which he had
before from his noble friend, moved him ro
participate both the tenour of the faid letter,

and all the circumftances, with his company ;

who were jointly upon confent that the woman
bad advifed’ him well. Notwithftanding all
which importunity, he refolved not to wave
his way upon this reafon, perhaps more ge-
nerous than provident, that if, as he faid, he
fhould but once, by fuch a diverfion, make
his enemy believe he were afraid of danger,
he fhould never live withoat.

Hereupon his young nephew, lord vifcount
Fielding, being then in his company, outof a
noble {pirit, befought him, that he would,
at leaft, “honour him with his coat and blue
ribbon, thorough the town, pleading his L]m-
. cle’s
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cle’s life, whercupon lay the property of his
whole family, was of all things under Heaven,
the molt precious unto him; and undertaking
fo to gelturc and mufile up himfelf in his hood,
as the duke’s manner was to ride in cold wea-
ther, that none thould difcern him from him ;
and fo he fhould be at the moreliberty for his
own defence. At which fweet propofition,
the duke caught him in his arms, and kiffed
him; yet would not, as he faid, accept of
fuch an offer from a nephew, whofe life he
tendered as much as himfelf ; and fo liberally
rewarded the poor creature for her good will,
After fome (hort directions to his company,
how they fhould carry themfelves, he rode on
without perturbation of his mind. He was
no fooner entered into the town, but a fcam-
ling foldier clapt hold of his bridle, which he
thought was in a begging, or (perchance fome-
what worfe) in a drunken fafhion ; yet a gen-
tleman of his train that rode a pretty diltance
behind him, conceiving by the premifes it
might be a beginning of fome mifchievous in-
tent, fpurred up his horfe, and with a violent
rufh fevered him from the duke, who with the
reft wenton guickly through the town: neither
was there any further enquiry into that prac-
tice, the duke, peradventure, thinking it wif-
dom nottorefent difrontentments too deep.

At his return to the court he found no
change in faces, but fmothered murmurings
for the lofs of fo many gallant” gentlemen ;
againft which his friends did cppofe in their

difcourfes
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difcoutfes the chance of war, tozether with a
gentle expeltation for want of fupply in time,
But after the complaints in parliament, and
the unfortunate ifTue at Rheez, the duke's fume
fell more and more in_obloquy among the mafs
of people, whofe judgments are only recon-
ciled with gzod fuccefles & o as he faw plain-
ly that'he muft abroad again to reQify by his
beft “endeavoui ‘ander’ the public fervice, his
own. reputation.  Whercupon ‘new - prepara-
tives were in hand, and partly Yeparatives of
the fornier beaten at fea. And 1n the mean
while, he was not unmindfulin his civil cocrfe,
to caft an eye upon the ways, to win unto him
fuch as have been. of piincipal credit in the
lower houfe of parliament, applying lenitives,
or fubdu&ing from that pait where he knew
the humours were fharpeft: amidft which
thoughts, he was furprifed with a fatal ftroke,
written in the black book. of neceflity.

There was a younger brother, of mean for-
tune, born in the county of Suffolk, by name
John Felton, by nature of a deep, melancho-
ly, filent, and gloomy conftitution, butbred
in the aQive way of a foldier; and thercby
raifed to the place of lieutenant to a company
of foot, in the regiment cf Sir James Ramfey.
This was the man that clofely within himf{elf
had conceived the duke’s death. RBut what
may have been the immediate or greateft mo-
tive of that felonious conception, is even yet
in‘the'clouds.

It
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It was faid at firft, that he had been {tung
with a denial of his captain’s place, who died
in LEngland ;" whereof thus much  indeed - is
true, that the duke, before he would inveit
him _in_the faid place, advifing firlt (as his
manner was) with his colonel; he found him
tointerpofe for one Powel, his own lieutenant,
a gentleman of extraordinary valour, and ac-
cording to military “cuftom, .the place was
good, that the licutenant of the colonel’s.com-
pany might weil pretend to the next. vacant
captainfhip, inder the fame regiment; Which
Felton acknowledged 1o be in itieif very. ufual
and cquitable, befides the fpecial- merit of the
perfon. . So as the aforefaid conceit of fome
rancour harboured upon this denial had no trie
ground. There was another-dimagination, that
between a knight of the fame county (whom
the duke had lately taken into fame good de-
gree of favour) and the faid Felton, there had
been ancient quarrels, not yet well: healed,
which might perhaps lie feflering in his breaft,
and by a certain inflamation produce. this efs
fe@. But that carries fimall probability, - that
Felton would fo deface his own :ad,. as -to
make the dulie no more than an oblique fa-
crifice to the fumes of ‘his private revenge up-
on a third perfon. . - :

.+ Therefore the trath is, that, either, to honeft
a deed after it was done, or, ta flumber, his
confcience in the doing, he ftudied other ina
Centives, alledging, not threc hours before his
€xecution, to Sir Richard Grefham, two only
‘ inducements
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inducements thereof. The firft, as he made
it in order, was a certain libellous book, writ-
ten by one Eggleftone, a Scottith phyfician,
which made the duke one of the fouleft mon-
flers upon earth; and indeed, unworthy not
only of life in a Chriftian court, and under fo
virtuous a king, but of any room within the
bounds of humanity, if his prodigious pre-
ditions had the leaft femblance of truth. The
fecond was, the remonftranceitfelf of the lower
houfe of parliament againft him, which per-
chance, he thoughtthe faireft cover, fo he put
in the fecond place. Whatfoever were the true
motives, which none can determine but the
prince of darknefs itfelf, he did thus profecute
the effeét.

In a by-catler’s fhop on Tower-hill, he
bought a ten-penny knife, and the ‘fheath
thereof ' he fewed to the lining of his pocket,
that he might at any moment draw forth the
blade alone with one hand, for he had
maimed the other. This done, he made
fhift, partly as it is faid, on horfeback,
and partly on foot, to get to Portfmouth,
for he was indigent and low in money, which
perhaps might have a little edged his defpe-
ration. At Portfmouth on Saturday, being
the twenty-third of Auguft of that current
year, he preffed without any fufpicion in fuch
a time of fo many pretenders to employment,
into an inward chamber, where the duke was
at breakfaft (the laft of his repafls in this
world) accompanied with men of quality and
ation, with monfieur de Soubes, and Sir

i # Thomas
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Thomas Fryer. And there, a little before the
duke’s rifing from the table, he went and
ftood expedting till he fhould pafs througha
kind of lobby, between that room and the
next, wheres were divers attending, him, To-
wards which paffage, as I conceive, fomewhat
darker than the chamber which he voided,
while the duke came, with Sir Thomas Fryer
clofe at his ear, in the very moment as the faid
knight withdrew himfelf from the duke, this
affaflin gave him, with a back blow, a deep
wound in his left fide, leaving the knife in his
body ; which the duke himfelf pulling out,
on a fudden effufion of {pirits, he funk down
under the tablein the nextroom, and immedi-
ately expired.

Certain it is, that fome good while before,
Sir Clement Throgmorton, a gentleman then
living, of grave judgment, had in a private
conference advifed him to wear a privy-coat,
whofe council the duke received very kindly ;
but gave him this anfwer, That againft any
popular fury, a fhirt of mail would be but a
filly defence ; and for any fingle man’s affault,
he took himfelf to be in no danggr. - So dark
is deftiny.

One thing in this enormous accident, is
beyond all wonder : That within the fpace
of not many minutes after the fall of the body,
and removal thereof into the firft room, there
was not a living creature in ¢ither of the cham=
bers, not more than if it had lain in the fands
of Zthiopia; whereas commonly, in fuch

2 cafes,
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<afes, you fhzll note every where a great and
fudden conflux of people unto the place, to
hearken and to fee. But it fhould feem the
very horror of the fa& had ftupified all curiofi-
ty,’ and fo difperfed the multitude, that it is
thought even the murderer himfelf might have
efcaped (who gave the blow none could affirm)
if he had not lingered about the houfe below,
not by any contufed arreft of confcience, as
hath been feen in like examples, ‘but by very
pride inhis own deed, as if in effe& therewere
little difference between being rembembered
by a virtuous fame, or an illuftrious infamy,
Thus died this great peer, in the thirty-fixth
year of hisage compleat, and three days over,
in a time of great recourfe unto him, and de-
pendence upon him, the houfe; 'and‘town full
of fervants and fuitors, his dutchefs 'in an vp-
per room, fcarce .yet out of bed ;and the
court at that time 'not above fix or nine miles
from him, which had been the ftage of his
greatnefs.

" Asto any ominous prefagement before his
end, it is reported, that being to take his
ledve of myslord’s grace of ‘Canterbury, then
bithop of London, whom he knew well planted
in the king’s unchangeable “affe@ion by his
own great «bilities ; alter:courtefies of courfe

had pafied between them : My lord fays' the

duke, I know your lordfhip hath very:worthi=
1y good accefles unto the king our fovereign,
let me pray you to put his majefty in mind to
e good, asTnoways diftraft,"to'my pcor Wir:i
% an
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and children. At which words, or at his
countenance in the delivery, or at both, my
lord bifhop being fomewhat troubled, took
the freedown to afk him, whether he had never
any {ecret abodement in his mind. No, re-
phed the duke, bat I think fome adventure
may kill me as well as another man.

The very day before he was fluin, feeling
fome indifpofition of body, the king was
pleafed to give him the honour of a vifit, and
found him in his bed ; where, and after much
ferious and private difoourfe, the duke, at his
majefty’s departing, embraced him in a very

‘unufual and paffionate mannér, and in like

fort his friend the earl of Holland, as if his
foul had divined he fhould fee them no more :
which infufions towards fatal ends, had been
obferved by fome authors of no light authe-
Iity.

yOn the very day of his death, the countefs
of Denbigh received aletter from him ; where-
unto all the while fhe was writing her anfwer,
fhe bedewed the paper with her tears; and af-
ter a moft bitter paflion (whercof the could

“yield no reafon, but that her deareft brother

was to be gone) fhe fell down in a fwoon.
Her faid letter ended thus: ¢ [ will pray for
your happy return, which I look at with a
great cloud over my head, too heavy for my
poor heart to bear without torment; but ¥
hope the great God of heaven will blefs
you.”

Vor. V. G The
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"T'he day following, the bithop of Ely, her
devoted friend, who was thought the fitteft
preparer of her mind to receive fuch a doleful
accident, came to vifit her; but hearing fhe
was at reft, he attended till fhe fhould awake
of herfelf, which fhe did with the affrightment
of a dream, Her brother feemed to pals
through a field with her, in her coach ; where
hearing a fudden fhout of the people, and afk-
ing the reafon, it was anfwered to have been
for joy that the duke of Buckingham was fick.
Which natural impreflion fhe icarce had re-
lated unto her gentlewoman, before the bi-
fhop was entered into her bed-chamber for a
chofen meflenger of the duke’s death.

But the moft remarkable inftance of all is
the famous ftory of the apparition, which we
have from lord Clarendon.

‘¢ There was anofficerin the king’s ward-robe
in Windfor Caftle, of a good reputation for
honefty and difcretion, and then about the age
-of fifty years or more,

¢ This man bad in his youth been bred in a
{chool in the parifh where Sir George Villiers,
the father of the duke, lived, and had been
much cherifhed and obliged in that feafon of
his age by the faid Sir George, whom after-
wards he never faw.

<« About fix months before the miferable end
of the duke of Buckingham, about midnight,
this man being in his bed at Windfor, where
his office was, and in very good health, there
appeared to him on the fide of his bed, a mar;
of
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.0f a very venerable afpe@, who drew the cur-
tains of his bed, and fixing his eyes upon him,
afked him if he knew him.

¢ The poor man; half dead with fear
.and apprehenfion, being afked the fecond
time, whether he remembered him, and hav-
ing in that time called to his memory the pre-
fence of Sir George Villiers, and the very
-cloaths he ufed to wear, in which at that time
he femed to be habited, he anfwered him,
that he thought him to be that perfon 5 he re-
plied, he was in the right, that he was the
fame, and that he expefted a fervice from
him, which was, that he fhould go from him,
to his fon the duke of Buckingham, and tell
him, if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate
himfelf to the people, or at leaft to abate the
extreme malice which they had againft him,
he would: be fuffered to live but a fhort
time.

‘¢ After this difcourfe he difappeared, and the
poor man (if hehad been at all waking) flept
very well till moraing, when he believed all
this to be a dream, and confidered it ‘no other-
wife.

“ The next night, or fhortly after, the fame
perfon appeared to him again, in the fame
place, and about the fame time of the night,
with an afpet a lictle more fevere than before,
and afked him, whether he had done as he
had required of him; and perceiving he had
not, gave him very fevere reprehznfions, told
<him he expe€ted more compliance from him,

Wi and
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and that if he did not perform his commands,
he fhould enjoy no peace of mind; but
fhould always be. purfued by him: upon
which he promifed him to obey. But the
next morning waking out of a good {leep,
though he was exceedingly perplexed with
the lively reprefentation of all particulars to
his memory, he was f{till willing to perfuade
himfelf that he had only dreamed, and con-
fidered that he was a perfon at fuch 2 diftance
from the duke, that he knew not how to find
out any admiffion to his prefence, much lefs
had any hope to be believed in what he
fhould fay ; fo with great trouble and anquiet-
nefs he fpent fome time in thinrking what he
fhould do : and in the end refolved to do no-
thing in the matter.

««'T'he fame perfon appeared to him the third
time with a terrible countenance, and bitterly
reproaching him for not performing what he
had promit'ed to do. The poor man had,
by this time, recovered the courage to tell
him, that in truth he had deferred the execu-
tion of his commands, upon confidering how
difficult a thing it would be for him to get
any aceefs to the duke, having acquaintance
with no perfon about him; and if he fhould
obtain admiflicn to him, he fhould never be
able to perfuade him that he was fent in fuch
a manner ; that he fhould at leaft be thought
to be-mad, or to be fet on and employed by
his own, or the malice of other men to abufe

the
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the duke ; and fo he fhould be fure to be un-
done.

“¢ The perfon replied, as he had done before,
that he fhould never find reit tli he fhould
perform what he had sequired, and therefore
he were better to difpatch it; that the accefs
to his fon was known to be very ealy, and
that few men waited long for him ; and for
the gaining him credit he would tcll him two
or three particulars, which he charged hia
never to mention to any perion living but te
the duke himfelf ; and he fhould no fooner
hear them but he fhould believe all the reft
he fhould fay ; and (o repeating his threats, he
left him.

<¢ In the morning the poor man, more con-
firmed by the laft appearance, made his jour-
ney to London, where the court then was;
ke was very well known to Sir Ralph Freeman,
one of the mafters of requefts, who had mar-
ried a lady that was nearly allied to the
duke, and was himfelf well received by him ;
to him this man went, and though he did not
acquaint him with all the particulars, he faid
enough to let him know there was fomething
extraordinary in it; and the krowledge he
had of the fobriety and difcretion of the man,
made the more impreflion on him : he defired
that by his means he might be brought to the
duke, in fuch a place and in fuch a manner as
fhould be thought fit, affirming that he had
much to fay to him, and of fuch a nature as
G 3 would
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would require much privacy, and fome time
and patience in the hearing,

¢ Sir Ralph promifed he would fpeak firft
with the duke of him, and then he fhould
underitand his - pleafure ; and accordingly,
the firt - opportunity he did inform him of
the reputation and horefty of the man, and
then what he defired, and of all he knew of
the matter. ¥

¢ The duke, according tohis ufual opennefs
and condefcention, told him, that he was the
next day early to hunt with the king;' that
his horfes fhould attend him at Lambeth-
Bridge, where he fhould land by five of the
cicck in the morning ; and if the man at-
tepded him there at that hour, he would
‘ walk and fpeak with him aslong as fhould be
i neceflary. :
15 L ¢« 8ir Ralph carried the man with him the
|

i next morning, and prefented him to the duke:
E at nis landing, who received him courteoufly,
I and walked aiide in conference near an hour 5
none but his own fervants being at that hour
in that place ; and they and Sir Ralph at fuch
adifiance, that they could not hear a word,
though the duke fometimes fpoke loud, ard
with gieat'emation, which Sir Raiph-the more!
eaiily cbierved and perleived.: becanie he Kept
I his eyes always fixed upen the duke, having
1'. procured the conference upon fomewhat he
(i kucwv wus extraordinary.
| ¢ The mantoid hiw, in-'nis return over_the
- water, that when he mentioned thofe particu-

lars
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lars which were to gainhim credit {the fub-
ftance whereof he aid he darit not impart
unto him) the duke’s colour changed, and
ke fiwore he could come at thar keow-
ledo"o ily by the devil, for that thole parti-
calars were ouly known to hirnicii aad to one
perfon more, who he was {me would never
fpeak of it.

¢ The duke parfued his purpofc of hunting,
bat was oblerved to ride aill the morning w!
great penﬁvenc and ia deep thoughts, witi.
out any delight in the exercife bie was apon ;
and before the morning was {went, left the

[=) i

ficld, and alighted at his mother’s lodgings iu
Whitchall, wih whom Lo was (hut up for the
fpace of twoor three honrs 5 the noife of their
difcourfe frequently reaching thy ears of thole
who attended in the nixt rcoms. And when
the duke left her, his countenance appeared
full of troubiep with a mixture of anger; a
countenance that was never before cbferved in
him in any converiation with her, towards
whom he had'a profound reverence ; and the
countefs herfelf (for theugh fhe was married
to a private gentleinan, Sir Thoinas (,omctm,
fhe Lad been creatzd countefs: of bLCx{mg-
ham fhortly after. her fon ‘bad affumed that
title) was at the duke’s leaving her found
overwhelmed in tears, and in the highelt agony
xmamrnble

“ thtever there was of allthis, itisa notos
rious truth, that when the news: of the duke’s
murder (which happened within a few months

G

4 afier)




128 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

after) was brought to his mother, fhe feemed
rot in the leaft degree furprifed, but received
it as fhe had forefeen it; nor did afterwards
exprefs fuch a degree of forrow as was expect-
ed from fuch a mother for the lofs of fuch
a fon.” :

This fory is related with fome Jittle cir-
cumitantial difference by feveral confiderable
authors, who all feem'to agree in the molt
material parts of it.

Fame, though with fome privacy, fays,
that the fecret token was an inceftuous breach
of modefty between the duke and a certain
lady too nearly related to him, which it fur-
prifed the duke to hear of; and that as he
thought he had good reafons to be fure the
lady would not tell it of herfelf, fo he thought
-nore but the devil could tell it befides her 3
and this aftonithed him, fo that he was very
far from receiving the man flightly, or laugh-
ing at his meffage.

He took to wife, eight years and two
months before his death, the. lady Catherine
Manners, heir general to the noble houfe of
Rutland, who, befides a folid addition to his
eftate, brought him three fons and a daughter,
calledthe lady Mary, his firlt born ; his eldeft
fon died at nurfe, before his journey to Rheez ;
and his third, the lord Francis, was born after
this father’s death ; fo as neither his firft nos
his laft were participant of any fenfe of his
anisfortunes or felicities : his fecond fon, now

duke
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duke of Buckingham, was born to chear him
on his return from that unlucky voyage.

For thefe {weet pledges, and no lefs for the
unqueftionable virtues of “:er perfon and mind,
he loved her dearly, and well exprefled his
love in an a& and time of no fimulation
towards his end, bequeathing her all his
manfion-houfes during her natural life, and a
power to difpofe of his whole perfonal eitate,
together with a fourth part of his lands in .
jointure ;3 he left his elder brother of the
fame womb a vi{count, and his younger bro-
ther an earl ;3 Sir Edward Villiers, his half-
brother on the father’s fide, he either preferred
or removed (call it how you will) from his
tep-mother’s eye to the prefidentthip; where
he lived in fingular eftimation for his juflice
.and hofpitality ; and died with.as much grief
-of the whole province, as ever any governor
did (before his religious lady of fweet and
noble difpofition) adding much tohis honour.
The eldeft of the brethren, and heir of the
name, was made a baronet, but abftained
from court, enjoying perhaps the greater great-
nefs of felf-fruition,

He left his mother a ‘countefs by patent in
her own perfon, which was a new leading ex-
ample, grown before fomewhat rare, fince the
«days of queen Mary. ‘His filter of Denbigh
i(that right charater of a good lady) -he meft

‘humbly recommended to the queen ; who af- |

ter .a ,dl(charge .of fome French in her -court:
G 5 ehas
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that were to return, took her into three feveral
places of honourand truft.

In fhort,-not to ‘infilt on every particular
branch of thofe private preferments, he left all
his female kindred, of the entire or half blood,
defcending of the name of Villiers or Beau-
mont, withinany near degree, either matched
with peers of the realm attually, or hopefully
with earls fons and heirs; or at leaft with
knights, or do€ors of divinity, and of plenti-
ful condition : he did not much ftrengthen
his own fubfiftence in court, but flood there
on his own feet, for the truth is, the moft of
his allies rather leaned upon him, than fhoar-
ed him up. ' His familiar fervants, eicher
about his perfon in ordinary attendance, or
about his affairs of ftate, as his fecretaries ;
or of office, as his fteward ; or of law, as that
weithy knight whom he long ufed to follicit
his caufes ; he left all, both in good fortune,
= and, which is more, in good fame.
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TaesL I:FE-or

Tuomas WENTWORTH,

T Houmas WENTWORTH was the fon
of Sir William Wentworth; baronet,
and Anne, danghter and heir to Sir Robert
‘Atkins of Stowell, in the county of Gloucefter,
knight ; ard was born on the thirteenth of
April 1593, feven minates after three in the
afternoon : the famous Lilly, who calculated
his nativity, having laid dowa aftrological
reafons for his violent death..

He was a perfon of moft extraordinary ac-
complithments, - which raifed him to very fig-
val honours and preferments.  He at ficlt dif
tingnithed himfelf amongt the king’s op-
pofers ; for which reafon he was, 1n the year
1625, made theriff of Yorkihire, to prevent
kis being chofen member of parliament. In
1626, he was put in confinement for refufing
to contribute to the loan, ' then exafted by
Charles I. In the parliament, in 1627, he
fignalized him(elf as a patriot, upon occaficn of
the inquiry made into the grievances of the
_nation by the commons. 'The abufes which
they tookinto confideration, were billetting of
foldiers, loans by benevolence and privy-feals,
unprifonment. of gentlemen refufing to dlend,

' snial
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denial of releafe upon a habeas corpus ; and,
‘amongft many fpeeches made upon this occa-
fion, none were taken more notice of than
ithat made by Sir Thomas Wentworth againit
the government. But he obferved that thofe
things were not to beimputed ‘to the king, but
the minifters, who had formed the defign of
ftretching the prerogative beyond its due
bounds. ¢ They have brought the crown in-
to greater want than ever,” faid he, ¢ by
-anticipating the revenues: and can the fhep-
herd be thus fmitten, and the fheep not fcat-
tcred? They have introduced a privy-coun-
cil, ravifbing at-once the.{pheres of all ancient
government, imprifoning us without either
bail or bond. They bave taken from us,
what ? What fhall I fay? Indeed, what have
they left us? All means of fupplying the
king, and ingratiating ourfelves with him,
taking up the root of all property.”

Ashe was one of the greateft geniufes then
in England, the king:could not but be fenfible
that his parts and capacity might be highly
fzrviceable to him if he could gain him to his
fide. He endeavoured it therefore, after, or
.perhaps before, thediffolution of the parlia-
ment, and fucceeded fo well, that Wentworth,

‘before 1t was ended, became one of the greateft

fticklers for the royal authority, or rather for

- the defpotic.power the king had a.mind to in-
troduce.

Upon this:account the kingthought him the

iateft perfon to be entrufted with the prefi-

dentthip
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dentfhip of the council in the north. He was
at the fame time created baron Wentworth, of
Wentworth-wood-houfe ; and, on the tenth of
December following, vifcount Wentworth of
the fame place, and was made one of the pri-
vy council ; in all which trufts he acquitted
himfelf much to the fatisfaltion of his prince,
whofe revenue he greatly improved. His next
ftep of preferment was to be lord-deputy of
Ireland, where he preferred learned and
pious men- who were attached to epifcopacy.
He moreover raifed eight regiments for the
king’s fervice, each confifting of one thoufand
men ; butbefore he had difpofed of thefe forces
into neceflary quarters, he was recalled to Eng-
land, and made lieutenant-general to the earl
of Northumberland, who commanded the ar-
my which was going to be employed againt
the Scots, who had then invaded the king-
dom.

On the twelfth of January, 15 CharlesI,
he was created baron of Raby, and earl of
Strafford; -and was alfo made knight of the
garter, on the twelfth of September 16403

. but things not fucceeding well in Ireland un-
" der Sir Chrifteper Wandesford, mafter of the

rolls there,whom hehad left deputyin hisroom

-and the parliament of England by this time
entering into fecret engagementswith the Scots,
‘the earl of Strafford’s ruin was brought about
not long after. He had fo entirely devoted
himfelf to the king, that, in his two great
offices of prefident of the court of Yark, and

Tord-
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lord-lieutenant of Ireland, he had no other view
but to ftretch the prerogative-royal, and in-
creafe the king’s revenues: His proud and
haughty carriage had given no lefs offence to
the public than his aétions, whereby he ftrove
to eftablith an arbitrary power. He was there-
fore the firft among thofe who pafled for the
authors of the grievances upon whom the
ftorm fell.

On the eleventh of November, eight days
after the opening of the parliament, Mr. Pym
having defired and obtained bis defire of the
commons, that the doors of the houfe might
be locked, and the outward room cleared of
ftrangers, informed them, that there were feve-
ral complaints againit the earl of Strafford,
which gave juft grounds to accufe him of high
treafon. The houfe having received this in-
formation, immediately appointed acommittee
of feven, who withdrew into another room,
and conferring together, reported fliortly af-
ter, that it'was their opinion, there was juft
caufe to impeach the earl of Strafford,” Then
Mr. Pym was ordered to go to the houfe of
lords, and accufe the earl of high treafon, in
the name of the commons. He' had orders
alfo ‘to tell the lords, that the cotnmons would,
in duetime, produce the articlesof accufation,

. and defired that the accufed might, till then,

be put in fafe cuftody. The earl of Strafford
had that very day quitted the army, and taken
his place in the houfe of lords., He had been
apprifed before he left the army"\hat a defign

. Wwas

|
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was formed to attack him : but, whether
through. pride, or a perfuafion that, having
done nothing without the king’s authority, he
was fecure, he {lighted the advice, and would
be prefent in the parliament. ~Indeed, fome
months before, the king’s prote&tion was more
than fufficient'to fcreen him from all danger 3
but the face of affairs was changed, and it
feems furprifing that a perfon of fo excellent
an’ underftanding, could imagine, that the
king was able to prote& him at fuch a junc-
tare,

No fooner had the commons impeached the
earl, but the lords committed him to the cuf-
tody of the black-rod, and fome days after
fent him to the Tower. The procefs-againft
him could not be ready to be tried till the
twenty-fecend of March, 1640-1. The trial
lafted till the twelfth of April, and then the

‘commons, who had been prefent ail the while,

perceiving, doubtlefs, that the fentence would
not prove as rigorous as they defired, refolved
to proceed againft the earl by way of bill of at-
tainder.

They voted, 'therefore, on the fixteenth

and nineteenth of April, that it was fufficiently

proved, that the earl of Strafford had endea-

voured: to fubvert the fundamental laws of the

kingdom, and introduce an arbitrary and ty-
rannical government into the realms of Eng-
land and Ireland ; and that, confequently, he
was guilty of high-treafon.

: On
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On the twenty-firft of the fame month, the
bill of attainder was pafled, there being two
hundred and four for it, and fifty .nine againit
it. The bill met with fo great oppofition in
the houfe of peers, that it was very doubtful
whether it would be pafled or thrown out;
for which reafon, on the twenty-fourth, was
prefented to both houfes a petition, fubfcribed
by above forty thoufand inhabitants of Lon-
don, fetting forth the caufes of their fufpi-
cions and fears; and, amongft others, that
juftice was not yet executed upon the earl of
Strafford ; and, that there was reafon to dread
fome fecret plot againit the parliament.

The twenty-eighth of April, the commors
{ent a meflage to the lords, that they had re-
ceived information, that the earl of Strafford
had a defign to make an efcape out of the
Tower ; that the guard about him. was weak
and therefore defired he might be kept clofe
prifoner, and his guards firengthened ; to
which the lords confented.

The firft of May, the king came ‘to the
patliament, and, in a fpeech to both houfes,
faid, That, having been prefent.at the trial of
the earl of Strafford, he could not in confci-
ence condemn him of high-treafon, though he
.thought him guilty of mifdemeanours : there-
fore he defired the lords to find fome way to.
bring him out of this great ftreight. The
.commons were very. much -troubled and dif-
«contented with this fpeech, and dire@tly ad-

: Jjourned
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joarned till the third of May ; on which day
a great multitude at Weftminfter infulted and
threatened the lords, as they were going (o
the houfe, crying out, Juflice! Juitice!

It was no eafy matter for the lords to avoid
doing what the commons defired. In the firft
place, they had infpired the nation with fuch
a terror, that no one durft oppofe their refolu-
tions, for fear of being thought to have ill
defigns, and expofed to inevitable ruin. Se-
condly, the peop!e ftill continued to flock about
Weftminfter, and openly threatened the lords.
Thirdly, the multitude prefented the {ame day
a petition to the lords, demanding juftice
againft the earl of Strafford, and that their
lordfhips would pleafe to fiee them from the
fear of a confpiracy. Fourthly, on the mor-
row, being the fourth of May, the people
getting together again at Weftminfter in
greater numbers than the day before, fome in-
cendiaries pafted up againit a wall in the old
palace-yard, the names of fifty-fix members,
and called them Straffordians, and betrayers of
their country. Laftly, the fame day the mul-
titude prefented to the lords another petition,
faying, that they underftood the Tower was
going to receive a garrifon of men, not of the
hamlets, as ufually, but confifting of other
perfons, under the command of a captain, a
great confident of the ear]l of Strafford’s ;
which was donc to make way for the earl’s
efcape,

Upon
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Upon this petition, the houfe fent fix peers
to go and examine Sir William Balfour, liea-
tenant of the Tower, about the truth of the
matter., Balfour anfwered, it was true he had
his majefty’s order to receive one hundred men
into the Tower, and captain Billingfly to com-
mand mem, and to receive only fuch men as
the captain fhould bring to him ; but under-
ftanding now their lordfhip’s p‘eafu'e, he would
receive no other guard into the Tower but the
hamiet-men.

- T'he lords further declared, at a conference
with the commons, that they were drawing to
a conclufion of the bill of attainder; but were
fo encompafled with-multitudes of people,
that they might be couceived not to be free ;
and therefore defired the commons to Jom
with them, to find cut fome way to fend - the
pecpic to their homes, Then they debated
the proteftation which bad before been drawn
up in order to be figned by all the members 5
the purpoit of which was, that each member
fhould do all that Jay in his power to defend
the religion of the church of England, and the”
privileges of parliament; and fhould do all
1y his power to bring to condign punifhment
all that by force or con(phagy fhould do any
thl..g againit either.

This proteftation being paﬂ'ed and taken

by four hundred and thmy three commoners,

and one hundred and fix lords, including th°

bithops and judges, the commons ordered Dr.
Burgefs
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Burgefs to acqnaint the multitude with the pro-
teftation taken by both houfes, and that they
were defired to retire to their houfes. The
multitude, having received this information,
departed.

The parliament of Ireland was no fooner
informed that the earl of Strafford was in the
Tower, but they fent a committee of both
houfes to England, to lay before the parlia-
ment remonftra:ices concerning the grievances:
the Irith endured under that lord’s adminiftra-
tion. = Thefe remonfirances contained the very
fame charge, aflerted in twenty-eight articles,
exhibited againft him by the parliament of:
England. . '

The procefs was not ready to be judged till
the twenty-fecond of March, 1640-7, and
lafted till the twelfth of April. It would be
teo long-winded a work to give a particular
account of the proofs, depofitions of evi-
dences, anfwers of the party acculed upon each
article, and replies of the commons. To give:
a general idea of the thing, it will fuffice to
fay, in two words, that the impeachment
ranning wholly upon the earl of Strafford’s
pretended intention to fubvert the fandamental
laws of the kingdom, the greateft part of the
crimes he was accufed of, could not be ac=
counted crimes of high-treafon, but on fuppo=
fiticn of this' fame intention; and thercfore
the managers of the profecution infifted upon
every one of the articles in order to prove this
intention ; maintaining, that, though each of

them
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them was not capable of proving it, they
were, however, all together, a demonftration
of the fame: but, belfides that each of thefe
articles was not cqually well proved, it re-
mained al{o to decide, whetherithe intention
could render a man ‘guilty of treafon. The
council for the earl of Strafford maintained,
that, although, by the law, the bare intention
of killing the king was high-treafon ; it did
not follow that the intention could be confi-
dered in-the fame light with refpe& to other
kinds of treafon, on which the law had not
decided in the fame manner. On the other
hand, the earl of Strafford thewed, that none
of the particular crimes he was charged with,
could be deemed treafon ; and, that an hun-
dred felonies could never make one treafonable
crime.

The nineteenth «of April, it was voted by
the commons, that the endeavour of the earl
of Strafford to fubvert the fundamental laws
of the realms of England and Ireland, and to
introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical govern-
ment in both thofe kingdoms, was high-trea-
fon. Two days after, a bill of attainder was
brought in againft the earl. The bill was
read twice in the morning, and the third time
in the afternoon ; and pafled with the majo-
rity of two hundred and four againft fifty-nine;
after which it was {ent up to the lords.

Among the oppofers of the bill, the lord
Digby diftinguifhed himfelf by a very eloquent
fpeech ; whercin he erdeavoured to (hew, th};ﬁ:

t




THOMAS WENTWORTH. 141

the condemning the earl of Strafford in that
manner was a downright murder. Great
exceptions were taken at this {peechs and,
though the houfe did not feem to take much
notice of it at firft, they ordered afterwards,
that it fhould béburned by the common hang-
man,

The bill of attainder had not prefently the
effe@ the commons wiihed ; the lords were in
no hafte to examine it, or to anfwer the im-
patience of the commons ; they had a mind
zlfji,f to weigh arguments for and againft the

ill,

In this interval, feveral thoufands of inha-
bitants of London prefented to both houfes a
petition againit the earl, faying he was a fworn
enemy to the city. The twenty-eighth of
April, Mr. St. John made a fpeech to the lords
to prove that the bill of attainder was not con-
trary to law ; and, on the firft of May, the
king came to the parliament, and made the
following fpeech to both houfes :

¢« My Lorps,

¢« I HAD not anyintention to have fpoken
to you of this bufinefs this day, which is the
great bufinefs of the earl of Strafford, becaufe
I would do nothing that might ferve to hinder
your occafions: but now it comes to pafs,
that, fecing of neceflity I muit have part ;ln
the
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the judgment, I think it moft neceflary for me
to declare my confcience therein. I am fure
you all know that 1 have been prefent at the
hearing of this great cafe, from the one end
to the other ; and I muft tell you, that I can-
not condemn him of high-treaflon ; it is not fit
for-me to argue the bufinefs ; I am fure you
will not expect that; a pofitive doétrine beft
ibecomes the mouth of a prince; yet I muft tell
you threegreat truths, which I am {ure nobody
knows fo well as myfelf.
¢ Firft, That I had never any intention of
bringing over the Irifh army into England ;
nor ever was advifed by any body fo to do.
Secondly, That there was never any debate
before me, neither in public council nor at
private committee, of the difloyalty of my
Englifh fubje@s; nor ever had I any fufpicion
of them. Thirdly, Iwas never councelled by
any one to alter the leaft of any-of the laws of
England, much lefs to alter all the laws.
‘Nay, I mauft tell you this, I think no body
durft ever be fo impudent to move me in it ;
for, if they had, I fhould have put{uch a mark
upon them, and made them fuch an example,
that all pofterity fhould know my. intentions
by it; for my intention was ever to govern
according to law, and no otherwife.
¢¢ I defire to be rightly underftood. I told
you, in my confcience I cannot condemn him
of high-treafon ; yet I cannot fay I can clear
him of mifdemeanours ;- therefore J hope you
may
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may find a way to fatisfy juftice and your own
fears, and nct prefs upon my confcience. Yet
I muft declare unto you, that, to fatisfy my
people, I would do great matters ;.but this
of confcience, no fear, no refpeét whatever,
fhall ever make me go againft it. Certainly I
have not {o ill 'deferved of the parliament at
this time, that they fhould prefs me in this
tender point, and therefore I cannot expe&t
that you will go about it. Nay, I muft con-
fefs, for matters of mifdemeanours, I am fo
clearin that, that, though I will not chalk
out the way, yet, let me tell you, that I do
think my lord of Strafford is not fit hereafter
to {ferve me, or the commonwealth, in any
place of truft 5 no, not fo much as that of a
conftable : therefore I leave it to you, my
lords, to find fome f{uch way as may bring me
out of this great fireight, and keep ourfelves
and the kingdom from fuch great inconveni-
ences, Certainly he that thinks him guilty of
high-treafon, in his confcience may condemn
him of mifdemeanours.”

The earl of Clarendon infinuates, that the
lord Say advifed the king to make this {peech,
in order-to draw him into a fnare, and render
the earl of Strafford’s ruin more fure, Cer.
tain it is,-when Strafford was told, by his
overjoyed friends, that the king had made a
warm fpeech in his favour to both houfes, he
received it as his doom ; and told them, The
king’s kindnefs had rvined him, and that he

had
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had little elfe to do but to prepare himfelf for
death. Indeed, the commons were highly
offended with the king’s fpeech, faying, It
was an unprecedented thing, that he fhould
meddle with bills before they were prefented
to him ; and, that it had a tendency to take
away the freedom of votes. Upon this they

adjourned till Monday, the third of May.
When the bill of attainder againft the earl
pafled both houfes, the king was in the
greateft agitation and perplexity. He loved
Strafford, and was cenvinced that he had done
nothing but what was conformable to his in-
tentions and the maxims he would have intro-
duced into the government. He might be
guilty, with regard to the people, upon many
accounts . "t certainly he was not fo with
refpe@ tn the king, who had always approved
of his ccadud : befides, his majefty had pro-
tefted, in full parliament, that he could not,
nor would, do any thing againft his confci-
ence ; and he did not believe in his confei-
ence that the earl was guilty. On the other
hand, if he confented to the bill of attainder,
after having declared that it was againft his
confcience, he would fhew that he was re-
duced to this extremity by the necefiity of his
affairs, fo would not be thanked for it, and,
for the time to come, would be able to refufe
his parliament nothing : but, if he rejeGed
the bill, he plainly perceived the confequences
his refafal might be atiénded with ; and, that,
at leatt, he fhould be accufed of denying his
people
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people juftice, contrary to the advice of both
houfes of parliament.

It feems probable that, in this extremity,
fomeone advifed the king to difolve the parfia-
ment ; at lealt the commons imagined he had
¥o other expedient left to extricate himfelf
from the difficulty he was involved in; and
therefore, to deprive him of this refuge, the
fame day, the fourih of May, they ordered
the bringing in of a bill for the continuance
of the prefent parliament, that it might not
be diffolved without the confent of both
houfes.

Then the king called his privy-council to-
gether, and fent for his lawyers.  He laid be-
fore them his fcruples, and the reafons which
ought to prevent him from givingeh':confent
to the bill: but juxon, bithop of Ju1adon,
was the only perfon that ventured to aawvife the
king to rejet a bill prefented to him by both
houfes. ~ All the reft did their utmoft to per-
fuade him to fatisfy his people, alledging that
the life of any perion ought not to be put in
the ballance with the fafety of the kingdom.
With regard to his fcruples, they told him,
that he might confult his bifhops, who would
give him the beft advice.

The king, not meeting with the fatisfation
he expeited from ‘his council, fent for fome
bithops to advife with. It is affirmed, that
Neile, archbithop of York, faid to him upon
this occafion, that there was a private and a
public confcience ; that his public confcience,

Yor.V, H as
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| as a king, might not only difpenfe with, but
oblige, him to do that which was againft his
private confcience as'a man 3 and fo, in plain
“ terms, advifed him, even for confcicnce fake,
to pafs the act,

What helped the ‘moft, however, to deter-
snine Charles, was a letter from Strafford him-
felf, who, hearing the firaits the king was in,

I hilmb%)]r befought him to pafs the bill, to re-
t . move him out of the way, towards a blefled
agreement, which he doubted not God would
for ever eftablifh between him and his fub.
je&ts : adding, that his confent would more
acquit his majefty to God than all the world
could do befides. " To a willing man there is
no injury. Atleaft, the king, nolonger able
| to withftand the prefling inftances of the par-
1 liament,.and his own counfellors, or, rather,
‘ the fear of the calamities he forefaw might
! befal him and his pofterity, if he refufed to
it confent to the bill, figned a commiffion to
f three lords to pafs it in his name,
‘ Bat, notwithftanding the ear] of Strafford’s
1' letter, when the king fent fecretary Carleton
to him, to-acquaint him with what was done,
| and the motives of it, the earl ferioufly afked
158 the fecretary, whether his majefty had pafled
|
|
J

the bill or not; as not believing, without
fome aftonithment, that the king would have
done it: ‘and, being again afiured thatit was
pafled, herofe from his chair, lifted up his eyes
il to heaven, laid his hand on his heart, and
| {aid, <*Put not your truft in princes, nor in any

of l
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of the fons of men, for there is no help in
them.”

On Wednefday, the twelfth of May, 1641,
being come to the place of execution, he
mounted the {caffold, made his obeifances,
and- began to take his laft farewel of his
friends, who appeared much nore concerned
than himfelf, Obferving his brother, Sir
George Wentworth, to weep exceflively, ‘Bro-
ther,” faid he, with a chearful  Erifknefs,
¢* Whatdo you{ce in me to deferve thefe tears?
Doth any indecent fear betray in me a guilt,
ormy innocent boldnefs any atheifm 2 Think
now that you are accompanying me the third
time to my marriage-bed : never did I throw
off my cloaths with greater fréedom and ¢on-
tent than in this preparation to my grave.
That flock,” pointing to the block, ¢ muft
be my pillow ; here fhall I reft-from all my
labours ; no thoughts of envy, no dreams of
treafon, - jealoufies or cares for the king,
the ftate, or myfelf, fhall interrupt this eafy
fleep: therefore, brother, with me, pity thofe
who, befides their intention, have made’ me
‘happy ; rejoice in.my happinefs, rejoice in my
Innocence.”

Then kneeling down, he made this pro-
teftation: ¢<I hope, gentlemen, youdo think,
ithat neither the ‘fear of lofs, nor love of repti-
tatior, will fuffer me to belye God and my own
«confcience at this time. . I.am now in the very
doar, going out, and my next ftep muft be
from timeto eternity either of peace or pain.
H2 To




‘h 748 BRITISH PLUTARCH.
£ "To clear myfelf before you all, I do here fo-
[N lemnly call God to witnefs, I am not guilty,
‘1 fo far as I can underftand, of the great crime
* laid to my charge ; nor have ever had the
‘ leaft inclination or intention to damnify or
‘ prejudice the king, the ftate, the laws, or
| the religion, of this kingdom ; but, with my
i beft endeavours, to ferve ail, and to fupportali;
l fo may God be meiciful to my foul.”
Then'rifing up, he faid he defired to fpeak
fomething to the pecple, but was afraid he
fhould be heard but by few, in regard of the
noife ; but having firft fitted himfelf to the
‘ block, and rifing 2gain, he thus addreffed him-
i delf to the {pe&ators.
. ¢ My lord-primate of Ireland, and my
’!5 dords, and the reft of thefe noble gentlemen :

it is a great comfort to me to have your lord-
fhips by me this day, becaufe I have been
i known to you-a long time; and I now defire to
‘. be heard a few words. Icome here by the good
: will and pleature of aimighty God, to pay that
laft debt I owe to fin, which is death 5 and, by
i the blefling of that God, to rife again, thro’
j the merits of Jefus Chrift, to righteoufnefs and
; life eternal.” Here he was a little inter-
rupted.
¢ My lords, I am come hither to fubmit to
-that judgment which hath paffed againftme, I
do it with a very quiet and contented mind ;
I thank God I do freely forgive all the world;
a forgivenefs that is not ipoken from the teeth
outward, as they fay, but from the very heart :
Ipeak
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¥ fpeak it in the prefence of almighty God=>
before whom 1 ftand, that there is not a dif-
pleafing thought arifing in me towards any
man living. 1 thank God I can fayit, and
traly too, my confcience bearing me witnefs,
that, in all my employments, fince I had the
honour to ferve his majefty, I never had any
thing in the purpofe of my heart, but what
tended to the joint and individual profpesity cf
king and people, although it hath been my ill
fortune to be mifconftrued.
¢ I am not the firft that hath fuffered in
this kind ; it is the common- portion of us all,
while we are in this life, to err ; righteous
judgment we muft wait for in another place,
for here we are very {ubjet to be misjudged. .
one of another. There is one thing that I
. defire to free myfelf of, and I am very confi-
dent,” fpeaking it now with much chearful-
nefs, ¢ that I {hall obtain your chriftian cha-
rity in the beliefofit. I was fo far from be-
ing againft parliaments, that I did always think
the parliaments of England were the mofk
happy conftitutions that any kingdom er na-
tion iived under, and the beft means, under
God, to make the king and people happy.
¢ For my death, I here acquit all the
world, and befeech the God of heaven heartily
to forgive them that contrived it, though, in
the intentions and purpofes of my heart, I am
not guilty of what I die for : and, my lord.-
primate, itis a great comfort for me, that_; his
H 3 majefty
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majefty conceives me not meriting fo fevere
and hcavy a punifhment as is the utmoft exc-
cution of this fentence. [ do infinitely re-
joice in this mercy of his, and I befeech God:
¢0 return it into his own bofom, that he may
find mercy when he ftands moft in need of
It

¢ T wifn this kingdom all the profperity
Hi and happinefs in the world; I did it living,
aud now dying it is my with. I do moft
il tumbly recommend this to every one who
H hears me; and defire they would lay their
hands upon their hearts, and confider feri-
oufly, whether the beginning of the happi-
nefs and reformation of a kingdom fhould
be written in letters of blood. . Confider this
when you are at your homes, and let me be
never {o unhappy, as that the leaft drop of my
blood fhould rife up in judgment againft any
one of you; but I fear you are in a wrong
way.

¢ My lords, I have but one word more,
and with that I fhall end. I profefs that I
die a true and obedicnt fon to the church of
England, wherein I was born, and in which
I was bred. Peace and profperity be ever
to it.

¢¢ Tt hath been objeéted (if it were an ob-
je€tion worth the an{fwering) that I have been
inclined to popery s but I fay truly from my
heart, that, from the time that I was one and
nwenty years of age, to this prefent, going

: LOW
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. now upon forty-nine, I never had in my heart
to doubt of this religion of the church of
England ; nor ever had-any man the boldnefs
to fuggeit any fuch thing to me. to the beft of
my remembrance : and fo, being reconciled
by the merits of Jefus Chrift ' my Saviour, into
whofe bofom I hope 1 fhall fhortly be gathered,
to thofe eternal happinefies which fhall never
have end. T defire heartily the forgivenefs of
every man for any rafh or unadvifed words, or
any thing done ainifs :“and fo, my- lords and
gentlemen, farewel ; farewel all things of this
world,
¢ I defire that you would be filent, and
join with me in prayer ; and, I troft in God,
we fhall all meetand live eternally in Heaven ;
there to receive the accomplithment of all
happinefs ; where every tear fhall be wiped
away from our eyes, and every fad thought
from our hearts : and fo God bles this king-
dom, and [efus have mercy on my foul.”
. Then turning himfelf about, he faluted all
the noblemen, and took a folemn leave of all
confiderable perfons upon the fcaffold, giving
them his hand. After that, he faid, gentle-
ment, I would fay my prayers, and entreat
you all to. pray with me, and for me ;
then his chaplain laid the book of common-
prayer upon the chair before him as he kneel-
ed down, onwhich he prayed almoft a quarter
of an hour, and then as long, or longer, with-
out the bock, and concluded with the Lord’s
prayer.
H 4 Standing
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Standing up, he efpied his brother, Sir
George Wentworth, and called to him, fay=-
| ing, ¢ brother, we muft part; remember me to
Al my fifter, and to my wife, and carry my blef-

[ fing to my fon, and charge him that he fear
i God, and continne an obedient fon to the
.‘ church of England, and warn him that he

i bear no private grudge, or revenge, toward
il any man concerning me; and bid him be-
. ware that he meddle not with church-livings,
i for that will prove a moth and a canker to
{ him in his eftate ; and with him to content
himfelf to be a fervant to his countiy, not
aiming at higher preferments. . Carry my blef-
fing alfo to my daughters, Anne and Arabellz,
charge them to ferve and fear God, and he
wiil blefs them ; not forgetting my little in-
fant, who yet knows neither good nor evil,
-and cannot fpeak for itfelf ; God fpeak for it
and blefs it. Now,” faid he, ¢ I have nigh done;
one ftroke will make my wife hufbandlefs, my
dear children fatherlefs, and my paor fervants
mafterlefs, and will feparate me from my dear
brother, and all my friends; but let God be
to you and themall in all.” .

After this going to take off his doublet, and i
to make himfelf ready, he faid, ¢ I thank '
God I am not afraid of death, nor daunted
with any difcouragement rifing from any
fears, but do as chearfully put off my doublet
at this time, as ever I did whenI went to behd 3
thea
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then he put off his doublet, wound up his
hair with his hands, and put on a white cap.

Then he called, Where is the man that 1s to
do this laft ofice . (meaning the executioner):
call him to me ; whea he came and afked him.
forgivenefs, he told him, he forgave him and
all the world. Then kneeling down by the
block, he went to prayer again himfelf, the
primate of lreland knecling. on the one fide,
and the minifter on the other: to the which:
minilter, after prayer, he turned himfelf, and
fpake fome few words foftly, having his hands:
lifted up, and clofed with the minifter’s hands.
Then bowing himf{elf to lay his head upon
the block, he told the executioner, That he
would firt lay down his head. to try the fit-
nefs of the block, and take it up again, before
he would lay it down for good and all;
and fo-he did ;: and before he laid it down
again, hetold the executioner, Thathe would
give him warning when to ftrike, by ftretching
forth his hands; and prefently laying down
his neck upon the block, and ftretching forth
his hands ; the executioner ftruck off hissiead at
one blow; and taking it up in his hand, thewed
it to all the people, and faid, ¢ God fave the
* King.”

His body was afterwards embalmed, and
appointed to be carried into Yorkthire, there
to be buried amongit his anceftors.

Lord. Clarendon, fpeaking of the earl of
Strafford, gives him the following charaiter.

Hes He
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He was, fays he, a man of too high and
fevere a deportment, and too great a con-
temner of ceremony to have many friends at
court, and therefore could not but have ene-
mics enough.  He was a perfon of great parts,
and extraordinary endowments of natare, not
unadsrned with fome addition of art and:
learning, though that. again was: more impro-
ved and illuftrated by the other; for he had a
readinefs of conception, and fharpnefs of ex-
preflion, which made his learning thought more
than, in trath, it was, His firtinclinations and
addrefles to the court were only to eftablifh his f
greatnefs in the country, whese he apprehend-
ed fome a&ts of power from the lord Saville,
who had been his rival always there, and of
Tate had frengthened himfeif by being miade
a privy-counfeilorand officer at.court : but his
firft attempts were fo profperous, that he con-
tented not himfelf with being fecure from that
lord’s power in the country, but refted not till
he had bereaved his adveriary of all power
ard place in court, and {o fent him down 2
meft abject; difconfolate old man, to his coun-
try, where he was to have the fuperintendency
over him too, by getting  himfelf, at ‘this
time, made lord-prefident of the North :
‘I'hefe fuccefles, applied to a nature too elate
and haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progrefs,
into the greatcht employments and truft than
ufual, made him more tranfported with dif-
dain of other men, and more contemning the

forms
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wrms of bufinefs, than haply he would, if he
had met with fome interruptions in the be-
inning, and had pafied in a mnore Teifurely
gradation tothe ofiice of a flatefman. He was
a perfon of great obfervation, and a piercing
judgment, Yoth in things and perfons but
his 100 good fkill in perfons, made him judge
the worie of things, for it was his misfortane
10 be inatime when very few wife men were
equally employed with him ; and fcarce any-
but.the "lord Coventry (whofe truft was more:
confined) whofe faculties and abilities were
equal to his: {o that upon the matter he re-
lied wholly upon himfeli'; and difcerning ma-
ny defe&s in mott men, he too much negle&ted
what they faid ot did. Of “ail his paflions his
pride was the moft predominant, which a mo--
derate exercife of 1ll fortune might have cor-
reféd and reformed ;3 and which was, by the
kand of heaven,. ftfangely punithgd, by bring-
ing his deftrution upon him by two things,
which he moft defpifed, the People, and Sir
Harry Vane. Ina word, the epitaph which
Platarch records, that Sylla wrote for himfelf,
may not be unfitly applied to him: < ‘That
no man ever did exceed him; éitiier in doing
good to his friends, or in dsing mifchief to
His enerities,” for his acts of both kinds were-
moft notoricuss

HE

b
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An ACCOUNT of

The Philofophical Works of
LORD BACON.

I. T \HE Firft Part of Eflays, or Counfels,
Civiland Moral: anadmirable work ;
in which our author inftruts men in the moft
ufeful principles of wifdom and prudence,
and teaches how to acquire what are efteemed
the greateft bleflings, and how to avoid the:
evils which are moft dreaded in the condu& of \
human life. His penetration, exactnefs, and
perfe& fkill in all the offices of civil life, ap-
peared to great advantage in this performance; *w
whish, as our author- himfelf was fenfible,

proved
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proved of great fervice to his chara&er, and
promoted the high efteem that was already
conceived of his parts and learning.

The reafon why Mr. Bacon publifthed thefe
eflays at this time, is affigned in his dedication
of them to his brother Mr. Anthony Bacon
which was, that many of them had ftolen
abroad in writing, and were very likely ta
come into the world, in-print, with more im-~
perfe&ions than the author thought it juft to
take upon himfelf.

About fixteen years afterwards, he had
thoughts of publithing a new edition of them,
which he intended to dedicate to prince Henry;
and in his dedication he inferted a very, clear
and candid account of the book.

“ To write jult treatifes,” fays he, ¢ re-
quires leifure in the writer, and leifure in the
reader ; and therefore are not fo fit either in
your highnefs’s princely affairs, or in regard
of my continual fervice ; which is the caufe
that hath made me chufe to write certain brief
notes, fet down rather fignificantly than curi-
oufly, which I have called Effays. The word
1s late, but the thing is antient ; for Seneca’s
epiftles to Lucilius, 1f you mark them well,
are but effays ; that is, difperfed meditations,
though conveyed in the form of epiftles.
Thefe labours of mine, I know, cannat be
worthy of your highnefs; for what can be
worthy of you! But my hope is, they may be
as grains of falt, that will rather give you an

- appetite than offend you with fatiety : and,

although
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although they handle thofe things, wherein
both mens lives and their perfons are moft
converfant, yet what I have attained I know
not; but I have endeavoured to make them
not vulgar, but of a nature whereof a man
fhall find much in experience and little in
books ; fo'as they are neither repetitions nor
fancies.”

Sir Francis Bacon defigned ‘to have prefixed
this epiftle to his effays, printed in the ycar
1612 ;. but was prevented by ‘the prince’s
death. Yet it was fo well liked by Mr. Mat-
thew, that he inferted it in his declaration to
the duke of Tufcany, before his tranflation of
thofe effays printed in 1618, This fecond editi-
on, when publifhed, the author addreffed to Sir
Jehn Conftable, his brother-in-law.. Heafter-
wards fent them abroad, reviied and enlarged
in Latin and Englifh, dedicating them in both
langdages to 'the duke of Buckingham ;" in
which “dedication he’ tells his grace, that he
thought it-agreeably to his afe&lion and obli-
gations to prefix his name before them, be-
caufe he conceived they might laft as long as
books latt. :

There are” other places in our author’s writ-
ings, ip” which thefe eflays are -mentioned,
and in which he exprefies a particular fenfe of
their ufefulnefs to mankind ; and redounding
as much or more to his honour than thofe large
and extenfive works which had coft him much
greater pains and labour; in which he cer-
gainly was not miftaken,

II.. Thee

F
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II. The two books of Francis Bacon, OF
the Proficience and Advancement of :Learn:
ing, Divine and Human ; to the king. We

' have a large and excellent account of this worl
given us by the learned Dr. Tenifon, who,
fpeaking of the great inftauration of ‘the fci-
ences, which our author divided into fix parts,
proceeds thus, ¢ The firft part propofed was,
the partition of the fciences; and this the
author perfetted in that golden treatife, Of the
Advancement of Learning, addreffed to king
James ; a labour which he termed a comfort

* tQ his other labours. This he firft wrote in
two books in the Englith tongue; in which his
pen excelled : and of this firft edition, that is
to be meant which, with fome truth, and
more modefty, he wrote to ‘the éarl of Salif-
bury, telling him, That, in his book, he was
contented tc awake better {pirits, being him-
{elf like a bell-ringer, who is firft up to call
others to church.

¢ Afterwards he enlarged thofe'two dif-
courfes, which contained efpecially the afore-
faid partition, and divided the matter ofit into
eight books; and, knowing that this work
was defired beyond the feas ; and beirg alfo
aware, that books written in a modern lan-
guage, which receiveth much change, in a
few years were out of ufe ; he caufed that
part of it which he had written in Englifh, to
be tranflated into the Latin tongue by Mr,
Herbert, and fome others, who were efteemed
mafters in the Roman eloquence. 'Notwith-

ﬁanding_f




%65 AP B BN DY B X6

ftanding which, he fo fuited the ftile to his
conceptions, by a ftri& caftigation of the whole
work, that it may defervedly feem his own.

The tranflation of this work, that is, of
much of the two bcoks writcen by him in
Englifh, he firft commended to Dr. Playfer,. a
profeflor of divinity in the univerfity of Cam-.
bridge ; ufing, among others, thefe words to
him :

¢ The privatenefs of the langnage confi
dered, wherein the book is written, excluding
fo many readers; as, on the other fide, the
obfcurity of the argument in many parts of it,
excludeth many others ; I muft account it a
fecond birth of that work, if it might be
tranflated.into Latin, without manifeft lofs of
the fenfe and matter : for this purpofe, I
could not reprefent to myfelf any man, into
whofe hands I do more earneftly defire the
work fhould fall than yourfeif 5 for by that I
have heard and read, I know no man a greater
mafter in commanding words to ferve mat-
ter.’

¢ The dottor was willing to ferve {o excel-
lent a perfon,. and {o woithy a defign ; and,
within a while, fenthim a fpecimen cf a Latin
tranflation. But men generally come thort of
themfcives when they firive to outdo them-
felves; they put a force upen thelr natural
genius, and, by a ftraining of it, crack and
difable it : and fo it feems-it happened to
. that worthy and elegant man upon this great
¥ & occafion ; he. would be over accurate;, aid

. e




B P B NB X 8

he fent a fpecimen of fuch fuperfine Latinity,
that the lard Bacon did not encourage him to
labour further in that work 3 in the penning
of which, he defired not fo much neat and
Folite, as clear, mafculine, and apt expief-
ion,
¢ The whole of this book was rendered in-
to Englith by Di. Gilbert Wats of Oxford,
and the tranflation has been well received by
many , but fome there were who wifthed, that
‘a tranflation had been fet forth, in which the
genius and {pirit of the lord Bacon had more
appeared ; and I have feen a letter, written
by a certain gentleman to Dr. Rawley,
wherein they thus importune him for a more
‘accurate verfion by his own hand :
¢ It is our humble fuit to you, and we do
; earneftly follicit you, to give yourfelf the trou-
ble to correét the too much defe@ive tranila-
tion of De Augmentis Scientiarium ; which
Dr. Wats hath fet forth, It is a thoufand pi-
ties fo worthy a piece fhould lofe its grace
and credit by an ill expofitor ; fince thofe per-
fons who read that tranflation, taking it for
genuine, and upon that prefumption not re-
garding the Latin edition, are thereby robbed
of the benefit ; which, if you would pleafe to
undertake the bufinefs, they would receive.”
This tendeth to the dithonour of that noble
lord, and the hindrance of the advancement of
learning.
¢ This work hath been alfo tranflated into
French, upon the motion of the marquis Fiét;
ug
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but in it there are many things wholly omit=
ted, many things perfectly miftaken, and fome
things, efpecially fuch’ as relate to religion,
wilfully ‘perverted ; infomuch that, in one
place, he makes his lord{hip to magnify the Le-
gend ;5 a book fure of little credit with him,
when he thus begins one of his effays: ¢ I had
rather believé all the-fables in the Legend and
the T'almud, andthe Alcoran, than, that this
univerfal frame is without a mind.’

¢ 'The faire® and moft corre@ edition of
this book in Latin, is that in folio, ‘printed at
London, anno 1623; and whofoever would:
underftand the lord Bacon’s cypher, let him
confult that accurate edition ; fer, in fome
other editions which I have perufed, the form
of the letters of the alphabet, in which much
of the myftery confifteth, is not obferved ; but
the Roman and Italic fhapes of ‘them are
confounded.

¢« To this book we may reduce the firft four
chapters of that imperfe&t treatife, publithed
in Latin by Ifaac Gruter, and called, The
Delcription of the Intelletual Globe: they
being but a rude draught of the partition of
the fcierces, fo accurately and methodically
difpofed in the book Of the Advancement of
Learning. - To this alfo we may reduce the
treatife called Thema Ceeli, publithed likewife
-in Latin by Gruter; and 1t particularly be-
Jongeth to the fourth chapter and the third
boo%: of it, us being a difcourfe tending to an

improvement of the fyftem of the heavens ;
which
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which is treated of in that place; the houfes
of which, had God granted him life, he would
have underftocd as well almoft as he did his
own,

¢ For the fame reafon, we may reduce to the
fame place Of the Advancement, the fifth,
. fixth, and feventh chapter of the Defcriptio

Globi IntelleGtualis, above mentioned.”

I Cogitata & Vifa; containing  the:
greund-work, or plan, of his famous Novum
Organum ; fo eflential a part of his Inftaura-
tion that it fometimes bears that title. He was
fenfible of the difficultics that would attend
his great defign of building up the whole
palace of wifdom anew ; and, that he might
be the better able to overcome thofe difficul-
ties, he was defirous of feeing what they were,
before he undertook his large work 5 of which
this piece was no more than the out-lines.

We may form a 'true notion of what he
fought, by confidering the letter which he
wrote to the learned bifhop Andrews, when he
fent him the difcourfe of which we are fpeak-
ing.

‘¢ Now. your lordthip hath been fo long in
the church and the palace, difputing between
kings and popes, methinks you fhould take:
pleafure to look into the ficld, and refrefh
your mind with fome matter of philofophy,
though the fcience be now, through age,
waxed a chiid again, and left to boys and
young men; and becaufe you were wont to

' make me believe you took a liking to my
; WIitings,.

-
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writings, I fend you fome of this vacation’s
fruits, and thus much more of my mind and
purpofe. T haften net to publith-5 perifhing
I would prevent; ard I am forced to refpect
as well my times as the matter; for with me
it is thus, and I think with ail men in my:
cafe. If I bind myfelf to an argumeat, it
loadeth my mind ; but, if I rid my mind of
the prefent cogitation, it is rather a recrea-
tion. This: hath put me into-thefe Mifcella-
nies, which [ purpofe to fupprefs, if God
give me leave to write a juft and perfe&t vo-
lume of Philofophy, which I go on with,
though flowly. T fend not your lordthip too
much, left it may glat you. ¥
¢ Now let me tell you what my defire is.
If your lardfhip be fo good now, as when you
were the good dean of Wefiminfter, my re=
queft to you is, that, not by pricks, but by
notes, you wiil make known unto me whatfoever -
i fhall feem unto you either not current ‘in the !
i ftile, or harfh to credit and opinion, or incon- ‘
venient for the perfon of the wuiter; for no
dil | man can be judge and party : and, when our
. ‘ minds judge by reflection of ourfelves, they
I are more {ubject to error: and, though, foz
“‘ 1 the matter itfelf, my judgment be in fome
"i : things fixed, and not acceflible by any man’s
judgment that goeth not my way ; yet, even
in thofe things, the admonition of a friend
may make me exprefs myfelf diverfly ”
| He likewife recommended, with the fame
i view, the perufal of the Cogitata &. Vifast_'.)
. I
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Sit Thomas Bodley, who wrote him a very
full anfwer ; which, together with the piece
itfelf, is printed amongit the Latin works of
-our author,

There is alfo, in the laf colleQion of Mr.
Stephens, a fmall difcourfe in Englith, under
the Latin title of Filum Labyrinthi; five For-
mula Inquifitionis, ad Filios, Pars Prima.
This we plainly fee was the original of the
Cogitata & Vifa, and the firft dranght of our
author’s firft plan. Of this very fhort treatife,
the three firft paragraphs, which may ferve as
a fpecimen of the whole, run thus,

 Francis Bacon thought in this manner,
the knowledge whereof the world is now pof-
fefled, efpecially that of nature, extendeth not
to magnitude and certainty of works, the
Phyfician pronounces many difeafes incurable,
and faileth oft in the reft : the alchymifts wax
old and die in hopes: the magicians perform
nothing ‘that is permanent and profitable -
the mechanics take fmall- lights from natural
philofophy, and do bat fpin out their own
little threads : Chance fometimes difcovereth
Inventions, but that worketh not in years but
ages ; fohe faw well that the inventions known
are very imperfect ; and thatnew are not like
to be brought to light but in great length
of time; and that thofe are come not to light
by philofophy.

“ He thought alfo this ftate of knowledge
| 'was the worfe, becaufe men ftrive, againft
| ’ them-

&
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themfelves, to fave the credit of ignorance, and
{o fatisfy themfelves in this poverty : for the
phyfician, befides the cauteles of practice, hath
this general cautele of art; that he difcharges
the weaknefs of his art upon fuppofed im-
pofiibilities ; neither can his art be condem-
ned when itfelf judgeth. That philofophy alfo,
out of which the knowledge of phyfic which
now 1is in ufe is hewed, receiveth certain
pofitions and opinions, which, if they be well
weighed, induce this perfuafion, that no great
works are to be expefted from art and the
hand of man; as, in particular, “that opinion
that the heat of the fun and fre differ in
kind ; and that other, in compofition is the
work of man, and mixture is the work of na-
ture; and the like ; all tending to the circum-
fcription of man’s power, and to artificial de-
fpair ; killing in men not only the comfort of
imagination, but the indufiry of trial ; only
! upon vain glory, to have  their art thought
i perfet, and that all is impofiible that is not
i already found. _The alchymift difcharges his
1H . art upon his own errors ; either fuppofing a
i mifunderftanding of the words of his authors,
I which maketh him liften after auricular tradi-
tions, or elfe a failing in the true proportions
and fcruples of practice, which maketh thim
renew infinitely his trials 5 and finding alfo
that he lighteth upon fome mean | experi-
ments and conclufioiis by the way, feedeth
apon them,  and magnifieth them to the moItd,
an
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and fupplieth the reft in hopes. The ma-
gician, when he findeth fomething, as he
conceiveth, above nature effeCted, thinketh,
when a breach is once made in nature, that
it is all one to perform great things and
{mall ; not feeing that they are but fubjeés of a
certain kind, wherein magic and {uperftition
hath played in all times. The mechanical
petfon, if he can refine an invention, or put
two or three obfervations; or pradtices, toge-
therin one, or.couple things better with their
ufe, or make the work in lefs or greater vo-
lume, taketh himfelf for.an inventor. So he

- faw.well, that men either perfuade themfelves
of new inventions as of impofiibilities; or elfe
think they are already extant but in fecret and
in few hands; or, that they account of thofe
little induftries and additions, asof inventions';
all which turneth to the averting of their
minds from any juft and conftant labour, to ins
vent further in any quantity.

‘“ He thought, alfo, that, when men did
fet before themfelves the variety and perfeca
tion of works produced by mechanical arts,
they.are apt rather to admire the provifions of
an,. than to apprehend his wants; not con-
fidering that the original inventions and con-
clufions of nature, which are the life of all
that variety, are not many, nor deepl
fetched 5 and that the reft is but the fubtle
and ruled motion of the inftrument and hand;
and that the fhop therein is not unlike the li-

brary,

l“" o
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brary, which, in fuch number of books, con=
taineth, for the greater part, nothing but ite-
rations, varted fometimes in form, but not
new in fubftance: fo ‘he faw plainly that
opinion of ftore was a caufe of want; and
that both works and do&rines appear many
and are few.” :

We may from hence conceive the manner in
which this piece was written, and how well it
was fuited to ferve the author’s purpofe of fo
far manifefting his own defign, as to obtain a
tolerable account of the ftrongeft and beft
founded -obje&tions which could be brought
againft it, fo as that, in his larger work, he
might either corre&t his own faults, or fhew
fuch as were inclined to criticize his perform-
ance, theirs.

IV. Of the Wifdom of the Antients. There
have been very few books publifhed, either in
this or inanyother nation, which either deferved
or met with more general applaufe ‘than this,
and fcarce any that are like to retain it longer;
for, in all this performance, Sir Francis Ba-
«con gave a fingular. proof of his capacity to
pleafe all parties in literature s as, in his po-
litical condu&, he ftood fair with all the par-
ties in the nation. . The admirers of antiquity
were charmed with this difcourfe, which feems
exprelly calculated to juftify their admiration :
and, on the other hand, their oppofites were
1o lefs pleafed with a piece, from which they
thought they could demonftrate, that the fa-

gacity
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gacity of a modern genius had found out much
better meanings for the antients than ever
were meant by them.

In his introdu&ion to this book, he gives a
large and very clear account of the reafons
which induced him to believe, that, notwith-
ftanding the feeming abfurdities in the fabu-
lous hiftories of the antients, there was, how-
ever, fomething at the bottom which deferved
to be examined into ard enquired after.
Thefe obfervations, which are full of very
carious learning, he concludes thus :

“ But the argument of moft weight with
me is this ; that many of thefe fables by no
means appear to have been invented by the
perfons who relate and divulge them; whether
Homer, Hefiod, or others: for, if I were
aflured they firft flowed from thofe latter times,
and authors that tranfmit them to us, I thould
never expett any thing fingularly great or no-
ble from fuch an origin. But whoever atten-
tively confiders the thing, will find that thefe
fables are delivered down and related by thofe
writers, 'not as matters then firft invented 'and
Propofed, but as things received and embraced
In earlier ages : befides, as they are differently
* related by writers nearly of the fame ages, ’tis

€afily perceived, that the relators drew from
the common flock of antient tradition, and
varied but in point of embellifhment ; which
1s their own’; and this principally raifes my
efteem of thefe fables ; which I receive not as
the produ&:of the age; or invention of the

oL, ¥, 1 poets ;
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poets ; but as facred relicks, gentle whifpers,
and the breath of better times, that, -from the
traditions of more antient rations, came at
length into the flutes and trumpets of the
Greeks. But if any one fhall, notwithftand-
‘ing this, contend that allegories are always
adventitious, or impofed upon the antient fa-
‘bles, and no way native, or gentinely con-
tained in them, we might here leave him un-
difturbed in that gravity of judgment he af-
felts, though we cannot help accounting it
fomewhat dull and phlegmetic; and, if it
were worth the trouble, to proceed to another
kind of argument,

¢ Men have propofed to anfwer two differ=
ent and contrary ends by the afe of parable ;
for parables {erve as well to inftru& and illu-
ftrate, as to wrap up and envelope ; fo that,
though, for the prefent, we drop the con-
‘cealed ufe, and fuppofe the antient fables to
‘be vague, undeterminate things, formed for
amufement, ftill the other ufe muftremain and
can neves be given up: and every man of
any learning muft readily allow, ‘that this
method of inftrufting is grave, fober, and
exceedingly ufeful, and fometimes neceflary
in the fciences, as it opens an eafy and fa-
miliar paffage to the human underftanding in -
all new difcoveries, that are abftrufe, and are
cout of the road of vulgar opinions.

« Hence, in the firft ages,- when fuch in-
ventions and conclufions of the human reafon,
as are not trite and common, were new and HT

tie
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tle known, all things abounded with fables,
parables, fimilies, comparifons, and allufions,
‘ which were not intended to conceal, but to
I mform and teach, whilit the minds of men
continued rude and unpraifed in matters of
fubtilty or fpeculation, or even impatient, or
in a manner uncapable of receiving fuch things
as did not directly fall under and ftrike the
fenfes ; “for, as hieroglyphics were in ufe be-
fore writing, fo were parables in ufe before
arguments ; and, even to this day, if any man
would let new light in upon the human under-
fanding, and conquer prejudice, without
raifing contefts, animofities, oppofition, or
difturbance, he muft fill go in the fame
path, and have recourfe to the like method of
allegory, metaphor, and allufion.

 To conclude, the knowledge of the early
ages was either greator happy ; great, if they
by defign made this ufe of trope and figure’s
happy, if, whilft they had other views,
they afforded matter and occafion to fuch no-
le contemplations. Let either be the cafe,
our pains, perhaps, will not be mifemployed,
whether we illuftrate antiquity, or the things
themfelves. « The like, indeed, has been at-
tempted byothers; ‘but, to fpeak ingenuoufly,
their great and voluminouslabours have almoft
deftroyed the energy, the efficacy, and grace-
ot the thing ; whilft, being unfkilled in na-
ture, and their learning no more than that of
[ common-place, they have applied the fenfe l(:f
: d the
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the parables to certain general and vulgar mat-
ters, without reaching to their.real purport,
genvine interpretation, and full depth,

*¢ For myfelf, . therefore, I expe& to appear
new in thefe common things, becaufe, leav-
ing untouched fuch as are fufliciently plain and
open, I fhall drive only at thofe that are either
deep or rich.”

{n this admirable work, our author has laid
open, with great fagacity and penetration,
the fecret meaning of the phyfical, moral, and
political fables of antiquity ; in doing which,
he very wifely and prudently took occafion to
throw out many obfervations of his own ; for
which he could not have found otherways fo
fit and favourable an opportunity.

He publifhed this treatife in Latin; in
which language he feems to- have wrote it
and dedicated it to his coufin, the lord=trea-
furer Salifbury, and the: univerfity. of Cam-
bridge. 'This work has been very often re-
printed fince, and, except his eflays, is, of all
his writings, the moft generally known and
efteemed. Sir Arthur: Gorges. rendered the
whole into Englith, which is ufually added
20 the author’s effays ; and it is to this book
the great poet, as well as traveller, Mr.
George Sandys, doth;, in his learned notes on
his verfion: of Ovid’s Metamorphofes, acknow-
ledge himfelf to be much indebted, filing
my, lord St. Albans the- crown of all modern
authors.

V. In
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V. In 1620, he prefented to king James I.
his Novum Organum ; which, of all his phi~
lofophical works, he the moft highly valued.

In order to give the reader a juft idea of the
value and importance of this work, we will
firft defcribe the nature of it, and then men-

~tion the judgment paffcd thereon by fome of
the greateft ornaments of the republic of let-
ters, The defign of the Novum Grganum
was, to execute the fecond past of the [uitaa-
ration, by advancing a more perfe® method
of ufing the rational faculty than men were

before acquainted with ; in order to raife and , -

improve the human underfta=ding, as far as
its prefent imperfedt ftate admits; and enabie
1t to conquer and interpret the difliculties and
* obfcurities of nature.. With this view it un-
dertakes the care and condu& of the undex-
flanding, and draws out and defcribes the ap-
paratus and inftruments of reafoning ; whence
it appears to endzavour at a new kind of logic,
though greatly fuperior to the common ;
which, through the abufes crept into it, ap-
peats fitter to corrupt than ftrengthen and im-
prove the mind ; for the fcope and ufe of this
Lew logic is not to difcover arguments and
probable reafons, but arts and works.

_ Itis divided into two principal parts : viz,
into a preparatory part, and one that is fcien-
tifical und inftruttive.  The firlt part tends to
prepare and purge the mind, anc fit it to re-
ceive and ufe the inftruétions and infiraments
laid down in the fecond; the mind, like a
\ i 152 mirror,,
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mirror. requiring to be levelled and polithed,
or difcharged of its falfe imaginations and per-
verted notions, before it can be fet to receive
and yefiett the light of truth and jutt informa-
ton : and the levelling part is of four kinds,
with rofped to the four different forts of idols,
cr falfe notions, that poficfs the mind. Thefe
idols aie cither acquired or natural ; and pro-
cecd either from the do&rines and feéts of
phiiofophers, the perverted and corrupt laws
and methods of demonftration ; or elfe are in-
nate and inherent in the very conflitution of
the mind itfelf.

The firft labour, therefore, is to difcharge
and free the mind from its fwarms of falfe
theories,- which occafion fuch violent conflicts
and oppofitions. The next point is to releafe it
fiom the flavery of perverted demonftrations :
and the Jaft is to put a check upon this feduce-
ing power of the mind, and either to pluck
tp thofe innate idols by the root, or, if that
cannot be done, to point them out, that they
may be thoroughly kno¥n and watched, 2nd
o have the depravities which they occafion
correcied,  This leveliing part, therefore, is
performed by three kinds of confatations :
viz. the confatation of philo/ophies, the con-
futation of demenfirations, and the confuta-
tion of the natural unafliited reafon.

When thus the mind is rendered equatle
and unbiafed, the work proceeds to fetit in a
proper fituation ; and, as it were, with a be-
nevolent afpect to the remaining inftrutions ;

whereby
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whercby the bufinefs of preparing the mind is.
#ill further carried on ; and the whole drift of
this enfuing part is only to poffefs mankind
with a juft opinion of the whole Inftauration
for a time,. that they may wait with patience
the iffue and event thereof, upon folid aflure-
ances of fome confiderable benefit and advan-
tage from it when its fcope fhall come to be
well underftood ; and thence it proceeds di-
flinctly to obviate all the obje@ions and falfe
fufpicions which may be raifed about it,
through the prevailing notions and prejudices
drawn from religious confiderations, thofe of
abftra& fpeculation, natural prudence, diftruft,
levity, &c. thus endeavouring to pacify and.
allay every wind of oppofition,

To render this preparation fhll more €om-
pleat and perfect, the next thing is, to raife
the mind from the languor and torpidity i
may contra&t from the apparent miraculous
nature of the thing ; and, as this wrong dif-
pofition of the mind cannot be reified with-
out the difcovery of caufes, the work proceeds
to mark out all the impediments which have.
hitherto perverily retarded and blocked the
way of true philofophy ; and thus makes it
appear no wounder at all that mankind fhould.
have been fo long entangled aud perplexed with
errors,

When the ways of removing thefe impedi-
ments are thewn, there follows a chain of ar-
guments. for eftablithing a folid foundation of”

‘ 14 hope,.




1767 PATs RiePuo BN D oA T 1 ¥

hope, for the better fuccefs of genaire and
:and ferviceable philofophy in futare ; for it is
hereby demonftrated, that, though the inter-
pretation of dature interded by the Inftawia-
tion may indeed be djffcult, yet much the
greater parts of the difficuitics attending it are
in the power of man to remove ; as arifiag,
not from the pature of the fens and things
themfielves, but only require that the mind be
re€iified, in order to their removal : and this
firft general part concludes with zn accoent of
the excellence cf the end in view.

"The preparatory part being thus'difpatghed,

- the work proceeds to the bufinefs ‘of informa-
tion, the perfeQing of she underflarding, and
the delivery of the art of working with this.
new machine in the interpretation of nature.
‘This is laid down in three feveral branckes,
with regard to the fenfe, the memory, and.
the reafon ; each whereof is afiffed in its
turn.

‘This work he addrefled to his majefty, who,
in his letter dated October 16, 1620, telis
nim, that he could not have made Eim a more
€cceptable prefent ; and, that, for his part,
he cculd not exprefs his thacks better, than
by informing bim of the refclution ke had
taken o read it through with ca:e and attes-
tion, thowgh he fhould fteal fome hours from
Lis flcep, having ctherwife as little fpare time
to read as his lordfhip had to write it ; with
many other gracious expreffions which fully de-

monflrate
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morftrate how much the chancellor was in the:
king’s good graces, and how high an eftcem
he had for his parts and learning.

The famcus Sir Henry Wotton, to whom
his lordihip fent three copies of this book,
wrote him a large letter of praife in return 3
which, as we have no room for compliments,
we fhall omit, = He received the like tribute of
Ccommendation from fuch as were the moft
learned, or fo affe@ed to be thought, in this
and in the neighbouring nations ; yet, after
all, this performance was rather praifed than
read, and more generally applauded than un-
derfood. This produced a kind of latent
cenfure, afort of owl like criticifm, that durft
not abide day-light. Idoneft Ben. Johnfon
produced this to the world a little after our
2athor’s death ; when he very generauily, as
well as judicioufly, gave this chara&ter of the
Novum Organum: ~ That, though, by moft
fuperficial men, who cannot get beyond the ti-
tle of Nominals, it is not penetrated or under-
fiood, really openeth all defecs of learning
whatfoever, and is a book,

Qui longum Toto feriptori prorogat zvum,
To lateft times fhall hand the author’s name.

We need not wonder at this, when we con-
fider the pains it coft the noble Verulam : for
Dr. Rawley affures us, -that he had feen twelve
Copies revifed, altered, amd correfted, year by g
s AREE year,
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year, before it was reduced into the form in
which it was publithed. We muft however
adow that it is not abfolutely perfe&, as ap-
pears from vwhat a moft ingenious and judici-
ous wriier has delivered upon it, with that mo-
deity, ciicumfpe&ion, and good fenfe, which
1s difceinible 1n all his writings. The perfon
I mean, is the late learned and excellent Mr. i
Baker, of St. John’s college in Cambridge ;
who aliows that mylord Pacon faw clearer into
the defcéts of the art of realcning than moft
men did ; and, being neither fatisfied with the
vulgar Jogic, nor with the reformations that
were made, fuitable to hisvaft and enterprifing
genius, attempted a logic wholly new and
plain, which is Jaid down in his Novum Or-
ganum,

¢ The way of {yllogifing,” fays he,
‘¢ fcemed to him very fallacious, and too de-
‘pendent upon words to be much relied on;
his fearch was after things; and therefore he
brcught in a new way of arguing from in-
du&ion, and that grounded upon obfervations
and experiments.” But the fame gentleman
cbferves, That ¢ this plan, as laid by him, ‘
looks liker an univerfal art than a diftin&
llt logic; and the defign is too great, and the-in-
1l ducion too large, to be made by one man, or
any fociety of men in one age, if at all prac-
ticable ; for, whatever opinion he might have
of the conclufivenefs of this way, one crofs
circamftance in an experiment would as eafily
oyerthrow his indution, as an ambiguous
: ; word
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word would diforder a {yllogifm; and a man
needs only make a trial in any part of natural
hiftory, as left us by my lord Bacon, to fee
how conclufive his induétion was like to have
been. To fay nothing, that, notwithftanding
his blaming the common logics, as being too
much {pent in words, himfelf runs into the
fanlt he condemns ; for what elfe can we
make of his Idola Tribus, Idola Specus, Fori,.
Theatri; or of his Inftantiz Solitariz, Mi-
grantes, Oftenfivee, Clandeitinz, Conftitu-
tive, &c, but fine words put to exprefs very
common and ordinary things ?

¢« After the way of free-thinking 'had been
laid open by my lord Bacon, it was foon after
greedily followed; for the underftanding affeéts
freedom as well as the will, and men will pur-
fue liberty though it ends in confufion.”

There is.certainly a. great deal of truth. in
what Mr. Baker fays, with regardto-the con-
fequences of lord Verulam’s philofophy, and
the manner in which it has, been profecuted ;-
but furely this ought not to be imputed to
bim, who, if I underftand him at all, was, of
all philofophical writers, the leaft addiéted to
free-thinking.  Of this opinion is the famous
Morhof, who beftows the higheft praifes on
the work of which we are nowfpeaking :
making no fcruple to declare; that he had
found but very little in the books fince written
by Englithmen, the grounds of which he had
not long before met with in Bacon; the extent-
of whofe * genius ﬁn}clé him with admiration,"

&2
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as it muft do every man who takes the pains
to vncerftand him ; becaufe, though this new
logic of his be very difficult, and requires
much fludy and application to mafer it, yet it
leads to the knowledge of things, and not of
words.

Mr, ¥oltaire, ir his letters concerning the
Englifh nation, remarks, That the beit, and
melt fingular, of all his pieces, is that which
15 molt ufelefs and leaft read. "¢ I mean,”
fays our author, ¢ his Novum Scientiarium
Organum. This is the fcaffold with which
the new philofophy was raifed ; and, when
the edifice was built, part of it at leat, the
fcaffcld was no.longer of fervice. The lord
Bacon was not yet acquainted with natare, .
but then be knew, and. pointed out the fe-
veral paths that led to it. He had defpifed, in
his younger years, the.thing called philofophy
in the univerfiti¢s ; and did all that lay in his
power to prevent thofe focieties of men, infti-
tuted to improve human reafon;, from de-
praving it by their quiddities, their horrors-of
vacuum, their fubftantial forms, and all thofe
impertinent terms, which. not only ignorance it
had rendered  venerable,: but which had been: !
| made facred by there being ridiculoufly blgnded M
| with religion,” o slior
i There cannot be any thing more honourable |
. for the memory of this girat perfon, -than the
i ;i teltimony of the writer before-mentioned, who, '

| 1tis.certain, has not fhewn too greatia. readi-,
nefs to praife or commend any body, and much,
Y . lefs

SN v &
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lefs the Englith authors, whom, except New-
ton, he feems to applaud with reluttance.
There is, however, one thing in his judgment
of this work, which deferves to be particularly
confidered : and that is, his comparifon of it
to a fcaffold ; which, it cannot be denied, is,
at once, very juft and very fignificanty but
then it is not very eafy to know, what this
great critic means by repreflenting it as ufelefs,
and afligning that as a reafon why this treatife
is now fo little read or underftood. The very
contrary of this feems to be the faét : the new
philofophy ftands like a vaft magnificent pa-
lace, in fome places half finithed, in others the
walls carried up to a moderate height; in {fome,
juft raifed above the ground ; in others, hardly
marked out. < What reafon, therefore, for
taking away the fcaffold ? Or, rather, What
reafon to expe& the work fhould ever be
finithed, at leaft thoroughly and regularly, if
the fcaffold be taken away?

The truth of the matter is, that feveral who
have wrought upon this noble ftructure fince,
have ereéted fcaffolds for their own ufe, of their
own contrivance ; and, when they have, in
fome meafure, finithed the part they were
about, taken them away, and concealed from
the eye of the public their manner of working.
Others again have attempted to raife fcaffolds
from the lights received from -our author ;
and, {o far as they have copied them, have

_ done this with great fuccefs.

But




ree AR OR O BENE DR X

But' lord Verulam’s was a more noble de-
fign : he knew that the life of one man could
not fuffice for the finithing, even a fmall part
of this ftately edifice ; and therefore he fpert
fo many years in conftrufing this fcaffold,
which might have ferved for perfeiting and
compleating the whole wark, if others had
been as diligent in purfuing his plan, as he was
ftudious and careful, in rendering it every way
fit for the ufe which he defigned.

This is the true account, and the only true
one, of the Novum Organum ; and one may
fafely venture to affert, That, if his defign
had been purfued with that fteadinefs which it
deferved, the new philofophy had been by this |
time, not only more perfe& than it is, but <
mere perfe@ than it is ever like to be, unlefs
the learned at laft difcern their error in this re-
fpe&, and are content to make ufe of the helps
he has left them ; which, the more they are
confidered, the more they are tried, will be
found more adequate to the great defign of.
their author, than well can be imagined.

Lord’
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Lord Bacon’s Charatter.

SiR WaLTER RavLkrcH, that true judge
of men and things, of ages paft and prefent,
;_Iifcourﬁng of the great men of his time,
aid,

The earl of Salifbury was an excellent
fpeaker, but nogood penman ; thatlord Henry
Howard was an excellent penman, but no
good fpeaker ; Sir Francis Bacon alike emi-
nent in-both.

The judicious and penetrating Ben. John-
fon thought, that Englith eloquence afcended
tillthe time of the vifcount St. Albans, and from
thence went backward and declined. He
who was not too apt to praife, was profufe in
praifes of Bacon, clofing them with thefe ad-
mirable refleGions :

¢ My conceit of his perfon was never en-
creafed toward him by his place or honours ;
but I have and do reverence him for the great-

nefs that was only proper to himfelf, in that .

he feemed to me ever, by his works, one of the
greateft men, and moft werthy of admiration,
that had been in many ages. I his adverfity,
I ever prayed that God would give him
ftrength, for greatnefs he could not want ;
neither could” I condole in a word or fyllable
for him, as knowing no accident could do
harm to virtue, but rather help to make it ma«
nifeft.”

Archbifhop

2
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Archbithop Williams, to whofe care the
vifcount St.- Albans; ‘committed his orations
and epiftles, exprefled his fenfe of that confi-
dence repofed in him in thefe words :

* Your lordfhip doth moft worthily, there-
fore, in preferving thefe two pieces amongft
the reft of thofe matchlefs monuments you fhall
leave behind you : confidering, that, as one-
age hath not bred your experience, {o is it not
fit it fhould be confined to one age, and not
imparted to the times to come.: for my part
therein, I do ‘embrace the honour with all

“thankfutnefs, and the truit impofed upon me,
with alt religion and devotion.”

The famous Sir Henry Wotton, on receiv-
ing from him the Novum Organum, wrote
thus in return : ¢

‘¢ Your lordthip hath done a great and ever-
lafting benefit to all the children of nature,
and to nature herfelf in her utmoft extent of
latitude, who never before had {o noble nor fo
true an interpreter, or (as I am readier to
ftile your lordfhip ) never {o inward a fecretary
of her cabinet.” .

But one of the nobleft, and perhaps the moit
noble, teftimony in honqur of his great abi-
lities, wasthe letter written to him, not long
after his fall, by the univerfity of Oxford, on
their receiving from him his book De Aug-
mentis Scientidrum, the firt paragraph only
of which fhall ‘be here tranfcribed.

-« Right honourable, and (what, in nobi-
lity, is almoft a -miracle) moft learned vif-
; count !
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count! Your honcur could have given nothing
more agreeable, and the uriverfity could have
received nothing more acceptable, than ‘the
Sciences ; and thofe {ciences which ‘fhe for- -
merly fent forth poor, of low fature, unpo-
lithed, the hath received elegant, tall, and,
by the fupplies of your wit, by which alone
taey could have been advanced, moft rich in
dowry, She efteemeth it an extraordinary fa-
vour to have a return, with ufury made of
that by a {tranger (if fo near a relation may be
called a ftranger) which fhe beftows as a pa-
timony upon her childien ; and fhe readily
acknowledgeth, that, ‘though the muales are
born in Oxford, they grow elfewhere ; grown
they are, and under your pen; who, like fome
mighty Hercules in learning, have, by your
own hand, further advanced thofe pillars in
the learred world, which, by the reft of that
world, were fuppofed immoveable,”

: . Dr. Peter Heyiin, who was thought, in
!‘-ls time, a great judge of men, things, and
books, reprefents the vifcount St. Albans as
a man of a ftieng brain, and capable of the
higheft performances, more efpecially of fram-
ng a body of perfect philofophy,

¢ Pity it was,” faid he, ‘* he was not en-
tertained with fome liberal fulary, abftraGed
from all affairs both of court and judicature,
and furnifhed with fufficiency both of means
and helps for the going on in his defigns ;
Which, had it been, he might have ngcc{x u}s
' uch
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fach a body of natural philofophy, and made
1t {o fubfervient to the public good, that nei-
ther Ariftotle, nor Theophraltus, amongft the
ancients; nor Paracelfus, or the reft of our
later chymills, would have been confidera-
ble.”

We fhall add to thefe authorities but two
more {rom the learned of our own nation; but
they are fuch as might alone have fecured im-
mertality to any auathor they had commended.
The firft of thefe was Mr. Addifon ; who, in
one of the Tatlers, in which he vindicates the ‘
Chriftian religion, by fhewing that the wifeft 1
and ableft men in all ages, have profefied
themfelves believers, fpeaks of our author
thus :

¢ I fhall in this paper only inftance Sir
Brancis Bacon, a man who, for the great-
i nefs of his genivs, . and compals of koow-
41 ledge, did honour to his age and coentry, I

' could almoft fay to human natwre itfelf. "He
poflefled, at once, all thofe extraordinary ta-
lents which were divided amonglt the greateft
authors of antiquity : he had the found, di-
ftin&, comprehenfive knowledge of Ariftotle ;
with all the beautiful lights, graces, and em-
beliifhments, of Cicero : one. does not know
which to admire moft in his writings ; ‘the
firength of reafon, force of #tile, or brightnefs
of imagination. This author has remarked,
in feveia] parts of his works, that a thorough-
infight into philofophy makes a good believe—rd;

ana
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aad, that a fmattering in it, naturally pro-
duces {uch a race of deipicable infidels, as the
lttle profligate writers of the prefent age,
whom, I muft confefs, I have always accufed
to myfelf, not fo much for their want of faith
as for their want of learning. I was infinit:ly
pleafed to find, among the works of this extra=
ordinary man, a prayer of his owa compoiing;
which, for the ele ation of thought, and great-
nefs of expreflion, fzems rather the devotion
ofan angel than of a man. His principal faualt
feems to have been the excefs of that virtue
which covers a muititude of faults: this be-
trayed him to fo great an indulgence towards

isfervants, who riade fuch a corrupt ufe of it,
that it ftripped him of all thofe riches and ho-
hours which a iong feries of merits had heaped.
upon him.”

The fecond is that fhort charaler of his
Writings given us by the pen of the moft
noble John Sheffield, duke of Buckingham-
fhire, who afferts, That all his works are, for
expreflion, as well as thcught, the glory of our
nation and of all latter ages.

‘The laft authority we fhall cite on this fub-
Ie®, fhall be Mr. Voltaire, who very jiftly
liiles him the father of experimental philofo-
Phy; and enters into abundance of very ju=
fﬁcious refle&tions on his difcoveries and wrie-
1ngs ; owning, at the fame time, that what
furprized him mof, was, to find the do&rine
of attraltion, which is looked upon as the
; foundation
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foundation of another philofophy, exprefly fet
down in lord Bacon’s, in words not to be con=
troverted or miltaken.

We thall not take upon us todecide how far
this may be juft or not; but leave it to the
fearch of the learned and ingenious: reader.
Only give us leave to fay, We have always
fufpetted that the Novum Organum hath been
fo little commended by the moderns for two
reafons: firft, that it requires a deep head and
a firong attentios to become fully mafler of it,
ard fo has been thoroughly underftood by few :
fecendly,: that thofe few who have fully pene-
trated i, ufed it to raife fruftures of their
own, and not to finifh Bacon’s palace of wif-
dem.

It was peculiar to this great man to haveno-
thisg narrow and felfith in his compofition ; he
gave saway, without concern, whatever he
poflefied 5 and, believing other men' of the
fame mould, he reccived with as little confi-
deration : nay, even as to fame, he had the
like notion ; he was defirous to enjoy it, but
in the fame way ; not from his knowledge,
but from his free and liberal communication
eof that knowledge: fo that it may be truly,
and without flattery, faid, his worlt qualities
were the exceffes of the molt exalted virtues.

His glory cannot be blafted by the flathes of
envy ; his failings hurt only his contempora-
ries, and were expiated by his fufferings 3
but his virtue and knowledge, and, above

- -
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all, his zeal for mankind, will be felt while
there are men ; and, confequently, while they
have gratitude, the name of Bacon, Verulam,

b or §t. Albans, can never be mentioned but with
admiration !

END oF THE Frrrn VoruME.

58
"







CONTENTS
OF THE

FIFTH VOLUME,.

Page

.\VILLIAM SHAKESPEAR, - 1
Diret 1476 .

Blter Raleich, v i a-ng

caet e e

B Tolinfon,: < S il 70
. 163

] 2 hem O L i 8

Francis Bacon ho 3

Peorec. Villiers, 7 ioivraiw 93
w 1625

Thomas Wentworth, - . . 131
« lbss

Eendix, L LR 156







